
 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Monday, February 24, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. in the third floor Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, NY. 
 
  The Prayer was led by Rabbi Larry Freedman of Temple Beth Jacob 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Present: Mayor Kennedy, presiding; Councilwoman Abrams, 
Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, 
Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia – 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
 

 Vanessa Cheatham read her contest winning Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King essay. 
 
 Aquiala A. Walden sang “Lift Every Voice” in honor of Black History 
Month. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF NEWBURGH  
 

ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION 2014  
February 24, 2014  

 

 
 

In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a 
Special day be set aside for the planting of trees. 

The holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of 
More than a million trees in Nebraska 

Now, Arbor Day is observed throughout the nation and the world. 
 

Trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water,  
Moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and 

Create a habitat for wildlife, and 
 Wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal 

 
The City of Newburgh is proud to have earned the “Tree City USA” designation; 

and 
We look forward to continuing this for years to come. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, I Judy Kennedy, Mayor of the City of Newburgh,  

Do hereby proclaim the last Friday of April of each year as 
 Arbor Day in the City of Newburgh, and 

 
Further, I urge all our residents to plant and care for trees, knowing that 

Trees enhance our well-being and are living legacies 
For future generations to enjoy. 

_____________________________ 
JUDITH L. KENNEDY, MAYOR 



COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Lee moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded that 
the minutes of the City Council meeting of February 10, 2014 be approved. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPTROLLER’S UPDATE 
MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

(COPY ATTACHED) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

















PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 Mayor Kennedy called a public hearing that was advertised for this 
meeting concerning a local law amending Section C3.00 entitled “Municipal 
Officers Enumerated”, rescinding Article XIII entitled “Department of Human 
Services” in its entirety and replacing said Article XIII to provide for the 
creation of “Department of Recreation” within the Charter of the City of 
Newburgh. 
 
 Janet Gianopoulos, City of Newburgh, said that she read the proposed 
draft quickly and she found some of the language kind of inarticulate.  She 
requested that this go back to the table to be articulated a bit more because she 
doesn’t believe that she is the only one who feels this way.  She thinks that 
there was something previously stated in the Charter about the Youth Bureau 
and it is her understanding that now everyone falls under Recreation so 
perhaps it could be called Parks and Recreation.  She also wonders what 
Advisory Boards will be participating in the expenditures like the Comptroller 
just mentioned certain money for one Park but we have twenty-one Parks 
here. 
 
 Kippy Boyle, Grand Street, said that she also read this but did not find 
it easy to access so she doesn’t know how much of the public saw it.  She said 
that it is geared towards the Youth Bureau but she doesn’t know what a Youth 
Bureau is.  Is there an adult division and a senior division?  She said that we 
have many Parks; it might even be more than twenty-one but they are not all 
active Parks.   Some of them are passive Parks and there is no reference in this 
new Department to Parks at all.  Since the Parks and Recreation Commission 
was removed back when the CAC was formed who is in charge of the Parks 
now?  It says that the appointment of the Recreation Director shall be at the 
discretion of the City Manager but it does not refer to any professional 
qualifications or if this will be a Civil Service appointment with an exam.  We 
don’t want to find ourselves in the position once again of one person 
appointing somebody and then having a lot of problems.  She thinks that this 
is a good start for the discussion but she would like to see the structure of this 
new Department laid out a little more clearly as to what they are looking for.  
She feels that the Council should table this for now and make sure that future 
discussion includes the stakeholders.  
 
 Mary Ellen Korchinsky, 2 Central Avenue, thinks that the idea of a 
Recreation Department is wonderful but she thinks the Comptroller just said 
that there is money to spend on the roof at the Recreation Department so she is 
a little confused about why we need to create another Recreation Department 
if we already have one.  She does think it is a good idea to explore the 
possibilities of activities for all age levels; children, seniors and people in the 



middle range.  This is important because these are the people who are going to 
come into the City to buy property and encourage more community 
development.  She thinks that most of the language in the proposal is a little 
too general and it is an important opportunity for everyone to have input.  She 
found out about this accidentally which she thinks is another issue that has to 
be addressed.  When the Agendas for the Work Sessions are published two or 
three hours prior to the meeting it makes it difficult to attend and learn about 
what is going on.  There are community calendars and Websites that everyone 
pays attention to so it would be wonderful if those Agendas could be posted 
earlier so that everyone could be clear on what will be discussed at the 
meeting.  She feels that there has been a great improvement so far with this 
Council with communication but they all need to keep working on that.  She 
also encouraged the Council to table this resolution for tonight and to 
publicize a big public hearing on this topic so that even more people could 
attend to give input.   
 
 Roxie Royal, City of Newburgh said that she agrees this is a good idea 
but that it should be held off for a while until the public could hear more 
about it.  She knows that we need the recreation for our children because they 
have nothing else to do and we complain about them being on the streets.  She 
feels that the public should be advised about what is going on with the 
Recreation Department. 
 
 
 
 There being no ones else wishing to speak, Councilwoman Abrams 
moved and Councilwoman Holmes seconded that the Public Hearing remain 
open. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that she thinks they should move forward with 
developing the department as they are not talking about the activities.  Her 
sense is that they are talking about the department itself and if they delay 
developing the Department of Recreation then they are going to delay the 
activities that are coming up in the summer.  Her recommendation would be to 
not table it and to move forward with developing the Department of 
Recreation.   The job descriptions have been online and they have received a 
pretty good response to it so she thinks that they should move forward and 
develop the department and consider what they are going to do with the 
children later.   
 
 Councilman Brown asked if they held interviews for the Director.  
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter, said that they held the first 
round.  He added that the whole concept of the Department of Recreation is 



designed in such a way to bring in balance what was run by the 21st Century 
Grant when it was more in terms of the Youth Bureau.  This Department is 
switching back to recreational opportunities for everyone in every age group 
and part of that is to bring back a lot of the programs that were once at Delano-
Hitch and other areas. In addition to basketball, they are going to put the 
skateboarding there and will have a much more active involvement in terms of 
the uses for the fields.  For the Summer Camp, we are preparing to do a joint 
project with the Armory and we are partnering with other agencies and groups 
where we can work cooperatively together.  The summer programs have to be 
put into place now as they are actually late with this process. This is beyond 
just the Rec Center and it’s beyond using all of our facilities to really 
incorporate what is available in this community.  They also worked with 
CDBG and recreation with the Playground on Wheels and there are several 
other initiatives going on outside the two main recreational facilities.  They are 
also trying to use Recreation as a guide and will begin to apply for Grants to 
try to fix the various fields and equipment.  He recognizes the importance for 
public input and they have been talking about this for a while now but the 
programming activities need to occur in this department for this summer and 
part of the way to reach that is by being able to run joint programs and work 
with other agencies. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy asked if they were to extend this for two weeks would 
that put things behind schedule? 
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter said in terms of the operational 
side they are going to move ahead and hire a Recreation Director because it is 
a Civil Service position.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy asked if they would hire someone within two weeks.  
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter, said that he feels that the public 
is not talking in terms of Personnel but with an issue of programming.  We 
have to move ahead and put the pieces in order to create a department.  In 
terms of the programming, if it is the Council’s wish, they can move ahead and 
receive more input in terms of how the department is shaped.  To be able to 
provide the basic programs for this summer they need to get some people.  We 
right now have a Recreation Department with one person.   
 
 Councilwoman Mejia said then we cannot hire for this department 
because it is not created? 
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter said that they can hire because 
the positions are budgeted for this year but he has to move ahead with the 



process of staffing the department.  They can certainly have discussions on 
how they want to shape the programming. 
 
 Councilwoman Mejia said that she thinks it’s a little more complicated 
than just the programming aspect of it.  She feels that a conversation is needed 
between the person leading the Recreation Department and how our Parks are 
maintained. 
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter, said that right now our Parks 
are maintained by DPW because there is not adequate staff in Recreation.  If 
the Council wants to put that in Recreation then it is going to mean more 
money and they will have to increase staff.  There is money right now in the 
Budget to do the programming, staffing and for everything they need for the 
summer and fall programs. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that we are talking about creating a new 
Department and it sounds like there a lot of questions.   
 
 Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel, wished to point out what the 
purpose of the Local Law was intended to do.  The City Charter had a 
Recreation Department and a Youth Bureau and they were separate and 
distinct pieces of the Charter and City Code. In 2008 a Local Law was written 
to create the Department of Human Sources which had several components 
none of which ever functioned as they are set forth in the Charter if you look 
at it today.  In proposing and adopting the 2014 Budget, a different vision was 
articulated and what we are trying to do here is to have the positions in the 
Charter reflect that.  Maintenance of the City Parks at different times has been 
handled by different departments and presently the Park maintenance is 
within the auspices of the Department of Public Works.  If they want to 
change something like that, they will have to create additional positions and 
staffing and they may have duplication of services.  One of the reasons that the 
maintenance was shifted back to Public Works was to eliminate duplication of 
services and duplication in positions.  She said that she is happy to revise the 
Local Law but it has been in their packets now for two Work Sessions and 
without additional specific feedback it is very hard to write legislation.   
 
 Councilwoman Abrams said that she still feels it is too soon to vote this 
in without contemplating it longer. 
 
 Councilwoman Holmes said that she agrees with Councilwoman 
Abrams.  The Recreation Center is supposed to be where her Ward meetings 
are held so when the roof is fixed then she can agree on this.  
 



 Councilwoman Angelo noted that a while back we had a volunteer 
Recreation Commission and she feels that would be a help to the Recreation 
Director.   
 
 Councilman Brown said that he agrees with Councilwoman Lee that we 
need to go forward and vote this Department in to get it set up and moving in 
the right direction.  They can then come back at a later date and address the 
public’s comments on how they think the department should be structured.   
 
 Councilwoman Abrams moved and Councilwoman Holmes seconded 
that the Public Hearing be extended through the next meeting. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman 
Holmes, Mayor Kennedy – 4 
 Nays –Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia -3 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 

 Janet Gianopoulos, said in regard to approval of the Minutes of 
February 10, 2014 that the Minutes were not attached to the Agenda online so 
the public was not able to view the Minutes which the Council voted on.  By 
State Law she believes that they need to supply to the public the information 
that they are voting on so that should be corrected.  In regard to Resolution 
#39-2014, appointing a President Pro-Tem, she said that according to the City 
Charter the Mayor is to run all meetings in the City of Newburgh.  When we 
look at the meetings that have already happened this year of the Council, the 
Mayor ran a meeting on January 13th, an unnamed person, according to the 
public records, ran a meeting four times and Councilman Brown ran two 
meetings.  Before we create additional rules so that unnamed persons can 
dictate policies to the record which should not be happening she thinks that 
they should put this aside and revisit it.  If they need to address the Mayor 
being absent she suggested that the Council address that and figure out how to 
handle it.   
 
 Barbara Smith, Powell Avenue, said that she also finds Resolutions #38-
2014 and #39-2014 very confusing.  Is he only being appointed to serve in the 
absence of the Mayor as the presiding official at City Council meetings?  Does 
the Mayor also perform marriages and other ceremonies?  Who will do that?  
Will the President Pro-Tem or Deputy Mayor do it?   
 
 Brenda McPhail, City of Newburgh said in regard to resolution #43-2014 
that she is not against the Skateboard Park but she has watched the young men 
who have been skateboarding down Broadway and behind the Library and her 
concern is that they don’t wear any safety equipment.  People will say that 
they won’t sue but once a parent receives $30,000.00 in Hospital bills then 
everyone will see what she is talking about.  In regard to resolution #45-2014, 
last year the Mayor asked for $5,000.00 for and Intern and now she is 
requesting money be allocated so that this person can become part-time.  She 
would like to know when this job was posted for anyone who might have 
been interested to apply.  In regard to resolution #39-2014, she told the Council 
to remember that they are all elected officials and they are all just one vote.  If 
the Mayor is absent then anyone sitting at the front table should be able to run 
this meeting.  She feels that for them to appoint someone when they have a 
Deputy Mayor is a slap in the face because the Deputy Mayor is the only 
person who is going to attend all of the events in Newburgh and hold up the 
City like they are supposed to.   
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo thanked the Council for resolution #38-2014.  It 
is a kind gesture and it is nice to be recognized but she has held the title of 
Deputy Mayor for thirty-two years.  Whenever the Mayor was absent she 
conducted the meetings and she did everything that the President Pro-Tem 
will be doing.  She hopes that the President Pro-Tem is not absent when the 
Mayor is absent otherwise the Council will have to appoint someone to fill in.   
 
 Councilman Brown asked Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel, if the 
Mayor does appoint him and they are both absent then how does that work. 
 
 Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel read aloud Section C4.11 of the 
City Charter which is entitled President Pro-Tem.  She added that the 
appointment of a President Pro-Tem is a decision of the City Council.  She has 
looked through previous City Council meetings and it has been done in a 
couple of different ways. There have been resolutions such as the one that is 
on the table tonight appointing one person to hold that position for  a Council 
term and there have also been meetings where the Mayor clearly has been 
absent and at the beginning of the meeting after roll call one of the City 
Council members moves and it is seconded by another for one of those 
members to serve as President Pro-Tem for that particular meeting.   
 
 Councilwoman Lee said in relation to President Pro-Tem that she thinks 
it should have been discussed in public.  She saw it on the Agenda for tonight 
along with the Deputy Mayor but it wasn’t discussed in public and that 
concerned her because she never got a chance to hear from Councilman Brown 
on how he felt about it.  In regard to presentations for Black History Month, 
the song sang earlier was “Lift Every Voice” and it happens to be the Black 
National Anthem.  She noted that she is usually quiet during Black History 
Month because she is black all year.  She has been keeping up with a program 
called “Due Process” and they have talked about a lot of cases in the month of 
February that had to do with African Americans.  She doesn’t talk about Black 
History Month publicly because it is too painful and this is what she thinks 
about, “The Scottsboro Boys, Emmett Till, the formation of the NAACP and 
CORE The Congress of Racial Equality, Malcolm X, Nat Turner and Dred Scott 
which is a decision that says no white man or woman has to respect the opinion 
of a black person.”  She also thinks about, “Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, 
Angela Davis, Miriam Makeba and the list goes on.”  These are people and 
organizations that have had the most difficulty in her lifetime.  When she 
thinks of Black History Month she never thinks of it as a celebration because it 
is probably the most depressing month for her and she would really like to 
think about it as a memorial.  What about Trayvon Martin?  Florida is a 



disaster where you can just shoot kids based on the color of their skin.  She 
said that she didn’t join the NAACP because she thought it was a cool place, 
she joined when she was born by virtue of who she is and how she was born.  
The race she was born into makes her a member of the NAACP not $30.00.  She 
noted that she is also a lifetime member of CORE. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy noted that the Library is sponsoring a film, “The New 
Jim Crow” from PBS which helps us to understand more and she attended on 
Saturday.  In regard to the President Pro-Tem and the honorary title of Deputy 
Mayor she said that Councilwoman Angelo has served many years in this City 
and she turns up at events all over the place. She said that she appreciates 
what she does and has done which is why they are giving her this title.  There 
is no such legal title in our Charter but she deserves to have the honorary title 
and she wanted to make that official.  There is an official title called President 
Pro-Tem in order to divide up the duties because there are a lot of things to do 
so they have asked Councilman Brown if he would help with that.  She said 
that she does plan to be here for the meetings but in the event that she is 
handling other official business we will have someone here.  
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL LAW NO.: 1 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION C3.00 ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL 
OFFICERS ENUMERATED”, RESCINDING ARTICLE XIII ENTITLED “THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES” IN ITS ENTIRETY AND 
REPLACING SAID ARTICLE XIII TO PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION OF 

“THE DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION” WITHIN THE CHARTER OF THE 
CITY OF NEWBURGH  

 
 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York as 
follows: 
 
SECTION 1 - TITLE 
 
 This Local Law shall be referred to as “A Local Law amending Section 
C3.00 entitled ‘Municipal Officers Enumerated,’ Rescinding Article XIII entitled 
‘Department of Human Services’ in its entirety and replacing said Article XIII to 
provide for the creation of the ‘Department of Recreation’ within the Charter of 
the City of Newburgh”. 
 
 
SECTION 2.  PURPOSE AND INTENT  
 
All of the citizens of the City of Newburgh highly value the many parks and 
recreational facilities located in and operated and administered by the City.  The 
City’s parks and facilities offer vital opportunities to every resident to recreate, 
exercise, and enjoy invigorating activities to foster growth through individual 
and group activities and programs. 
 
The children and youth of the City of Newburgh should be provided with the 
various opportunities, programs, services and facilities which the City can offer 
to foster their healthy growth and development into the successful adult citizens 
of tomorrow.  The citizens of the City of Newburgh who have reached advanced 
years also should be provided with the various opportunities, programs, services 
and facilities which the City can offer to this group of special citizens who have 
greatly contributed to the welfare and well-being of their community and their 
fellow citizens and may have come to require special consideration in meeting 



the particular needs of their status and condition.  The City government shall do 
all it can to offer children and youth all of the services and programs possible 
and available to maintain and to promote the health and well-being of family 
members. 
 
These functions of City government have achieved a prominent role in 
maintaining a high quality of life for the citizens of the City.  It is therefore 
appropriate and necessary for the Charter of the City of Newburgh to be 
amended to provide the appropriate structures and staffing organization to 
properly support the administration and operation of these vital functions. 
 
 
SECTION 3.  AMENDMENTS TO CITY CHARTER 
 
§ C 3.00, Paragraph C of the City Charter is hereby amended as follows:  
 
The officers of the city or municipality shall be as follows: 
 

C. One Corporation Counsel, one City Comptroller, one City 
Assessor, one City Collector, one City Purchasing Agent, one City Engineer, one 
Superintendent of Public Works, one Superintendent of Water, one Police Chief, 
one Fire Chief, one Building Inspector, one  Plumbing Inspector, one Registrar of 
Vital Statistics, one Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics and one Director of 
Human Services Recreation Director. 
 
Article XIII of the City Charter is hereby rescinded in its entirety and the 
following is substituted therefor: 
 
Article XIII.  Department of Recreation 
 
§ C 13.00.  Department established.    
 
There is hereby created and established a Department of Recreation.  It shall be 
headed by a Recreation Director.  The Department of Recreation shall include a 
Youth Bureau. 
 
 
§ C 13.01.  Recreation Director. 
 
The Recreation Director shall, subject to the supervision and oversight of the City 
Manager, have supervision and control of the Recreation Department and shall 
oversee and coordinate the administration and functions of the Youth Bureau.  
The Recreation Director shall be appointed by the City Manager, shall report 



directly to the City Manager, and in addition to having immediate responsibility 
for the operations of the Department shall have responsibility for such other 
functions and duties as may be assigned by the City Manager. 
 
§ C 13.02.  Department scope, powers and duties. 
 
The Department of Recreation shall administer, supervise, plan, promote and 
conduct recreation activities and programs on City-owned recreational facilities, 
as well as other recreation activities approved by the City. 
 
§ C 13.03.  Youth Bureau. 
 
There shall be a Youth Bureau within the Department of Recreation which shall 
develop, arrange, promote, administer, supervise and conduct recreational and 
other programs for the City’s youth.  The Youth Bureau shall be supervised by 
the Recreation Director. 
 
 
SECTION 4.  VALIDITY 
 
 The invalidity of any provision of this Local Law shall not affect the 
validity of any other provision of this Local Law that can be given effect without 
such invalid provision. 
 
 
SECTION 5 - EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 This Local Law shall take effect immediately when it is filed in the Office 
of the New York State Secretary of State in accordance with Section 27 of the 
Municipal Home Rule Law. 
 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Lee moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded that 
the local law be adopted. 
 Councilwoman Holmes moved and Councilwoman Abrams seconded 
that the local law be tabled. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman 
Holmes, Mayor Kennedy – 4 
 Nays– Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia- 3 
 TABLED 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 37 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
ACCEPTING THE DRAFT ZONING CODE UPDATE  

 
 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 172-2011 of September 12, 2011, the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh (“City Council” or “City”) adopted a Future 
Land Use Plan as an amendment to the City’s Sustainable Master Plan pursuant 
to Section 28-a of the New York State General City Law; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that subsequent to the adoption 
of the Future Land Use Plan it is necessary to revise and update the City’s 
Zoning Code to be consistent with the policies and goals of the Future Land Use 
Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 87-2012 of June 18, 2012, the City Council 
accepted the report of the Pace Law School Land Use Law Center making 
recommendations for the streamlining of the City’s land use process; supported a 
comprehensive review and update of the City’s land use laws, including an 
update of the City’s entire Zoning Code; and authorized the City Manager to 
take such steps as are necessary to seek funding sources for a comprehensive 
update of the City’s Zoning Code; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City, in coordination with the Greater Newburgh 
Partnership (“GNP”), appointed a Zoning Advisory Team which has revised 
City of Newburgh Zoning Code and Map to comply with and conform to land 
use policy recommendations clearly set forth in the 2011 Future Land Use Plan; 
and   
 
 WHEREAS, the Zoning Advisory Team has presented a Draft Zoning 
Code Update to the City Council; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council supports the comprehensive update of the 
City’s Zoning Code and finds continuing the process to be in the best interests of 
the City of Newburgh; 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh hereby accepts the Draft Zoning Code Update from the Zoning 
Advisory Team and agrees to take such steps as are necessary and appropriate to 
review, adopt and implement a comprehensive update of the City of Newburgh 
Zoning Code. 
 
 Councilwoman Abrams moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded 
that the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 6 
 Abstain – Councilwoman Mejia – 1 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 38 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

A RESOLUTION CONFERRING THE HONORARY TITLE OF  
DEPUTY MAYOR TO REGINA M. ANGELO 

 
 

 
WHEREAS, Regina M. Angelo has been serving the City of Newburgh in 

an official capacity since 1972, including numerous terms as a City 
Councilwoman representing the entire City as well as her current position as 
Councilwoman representing Ward 3; and  

 
WHEREAS, Ms. Angelo co-founded the Newburgh Citizens Advisory 

Committee in 1991; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Angelo has served on the boards of directors of some of 

the most vital organizations dedicated to improving our City, such as the 
Historical Society of the Newburgh Bay and the Highlands; the YMCA and Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters; the Downing Park Planning Committee, the Friends of 
Historic Sites, Club 60, the NAACP; Trestle, Inc., for which she also served as 
membership chair;  and the Glenn E. Hines Boys and Girls Club of Newburgh for 
30 years, for which she also served as its board secretary; and 

 
WHEREAS, Ms. Angelo has provided the impetus and work on 

innumerable beautification and clean-up projects citywide; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Angelo established the Newburgh International Festival 

more than 25 years ago and is responsible for the City’s annual Memorial Day 
Parade and our annual July 4th festivities and has spurred the  procuring, 
delivery and decoration of our Broadway Christmas tree; and 

 
WHEREAS, Ms. Angelo has been informally and most affectionately 

known and recognized by all residents of Newburgh as a faithful attendee at 
grand openings of businesses and at welcoming and anniversary ceremonies and 
ground-breakings for commercial and religious organizations and continues to 
represent the city well and faithfully at all such events. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the 
City of Newburgh that Regina M. Angelo shall hold the honorary title of Deputy 
Mayor for the City of Newburgh. 
 
 Councilwoman Abrams moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 39 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING CEDRIC BROWN AS THE  
PRESIDENT PRO-TEM TO SERVE IN THE ABSENCE OF THE MAYOR 

AS THE PRESIDING OFFICIAL AT CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
 

 
WHEREAS, it is the official duty of the Mayor of the City of Newburgh to 

preside over the Council meetings to ensure that business of the city is 
performed according to the Rule of Order; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is sometimes necessary for the Mayor to be absent either 
through illness or must attend another meetings that are essential to the 
betterment of the affairs of the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section C4.11 of the City Charter states that “the Council may 
appoint one of its members as President Pro Tem, who, in the absence or 
disability of the Mayor, shall preside over the meetings of the Council and 
perform the duties, exercise all the functions and have the powers of the Mayor 
during the continuance of such absence or other disability”. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh that Cedric Brown is appointed as President Pro Tem to serve in 
the absence of the Mayor with the appointment to end on December 31, 2015. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Abrams moved and Councilwoman Holmes seconded 
that the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:  40 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
TO ACCEPT A PROPOSAL AND EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH 

QUALITY ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS & TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
(QUES&T) FOR MICROBIAL ASSESSMENT, SAMPLING AND PRE-

REMEDIATION SERVICES FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AT A COST 
OF $16,725.00 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh wishes to accept a proposal and 
execute an agreement with Quality Environmental Solutions & Technologies, Inc. 
(QUES&T) for microbial assessment, sampling and pre-remediation services for 
certain parts of the Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposal includes evaluation and required asbestos 
inspections, developing the Scope of Work for the actual remediation, site walks 
and preparing bid documents for obtaining services for the actual remediation 
from appropriate vendors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost for these services will be $16,725.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the annexed proposal and has 

determined that such work would be in the best interests of the City of 
Newburgh; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby 
authorized to accept a proposal and execute an agreement with Quality 
Environmental Solutions & Technologies, Inc. for microbial assessment, 
sampling and pre-remediation services for the Police Department at a cost of 
$16,725.00. 

 
Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Holmes seconded 

that the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED  

 

















RESOLUTION NO.: 41 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH NORMAN BROS., INC. 
TO RELOCATE THE CITY OF NEWBURGH ARCHIVAL RECORDS  

FROM THE NEWBURGH ARMORY TO 123 GRAND STREET  
AT A COST OF $35,376.60  

 
 WHEREAS, it has become necessary for the City of Newburgh’s Archival 
Records to be relocated from the Armory to 123 Grand Street; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh solicited proposals from moving 
companies to provide relocation services for the records relocation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Norman Bros., Inc. has provided the most cost-effective 
proposal for the relocation at a cost of Thirty-Five Thousand Three Hundred 
Seventy-Six and 60/100 ($35,376.60) Dollars, and in accordance with the proposal 
and specifications attached hereto and made a part hereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, funding for such services shall be derived from 2013 BAN; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed the proposal and has determined 
that accepting the proposal of Norman Bros., Inc. is in the best interests of the 
City of Newburgh;   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the Interim City Manager be and is hereby authorized 
to accept the proposal and enter into an agreement, subject to terms and 
conditions as may be required by the Corporation Counsel, with Norman Bros., 
Inc. for the relocation of the City of Newburgh Archival Records to 123 Grand 
Street. 

 
 Councilwoman Abrams moved and Councilwoman Holmes seconded 
that the resolution be approved. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED 





RESOLUTION NO.: 42 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
NEWBURGH, NEW YORK  

EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SKATEBOARD 
PARK AT DELANO HITCH RECREATION PARK 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh wishes to develop a skateboard park 

facility at the Delano Hitch Recreation Center located at 401 Washington Street; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the project will fill the need for diverse recreation platforms 

within the City of Newburgh; and  
 

WHEREAS, the construction of a skateboard park facility would support 
the economic vitality of surrounding businesses and the City at large; and  
 

WHEREAS, over sixty-five (65) youth and young adults have attended 
numerous City Council meetings to express the need for dedicated skate park 
recreation space; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City designates the construction of a skateboard park 
facility a “a priority project”; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has allocated $200,000.00 of the United 
States Department of Housing and Urban Development Community 
Development Block Grant funding for this purpose;  and  
 

WHEREAS, the City has retained a qualified design professional for the 
development of plans for the construction of a skateboard park;  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council remains committed to ensuring additional 
recreational access to the public and encourages City staff to continue to seek out 
and apply for additional funding; and  
 
 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this City Council of the 
City of Newburgh, New York does hereby express support for the further 
development of a skateboard park facility at Delano Hitch Recreation Park which 
will prove to be beneficial to the targeted population that it is designed to serve.  
  

 
 Councilwoman Lee moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 43 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
TO ACCEPT A PROPOSAL AND EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH  

GRINDLINE SKATEBOARD PARKS, INC.  
IN THE AMOUNT OF $49,325.00 FOR  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING DESIGN SERVICES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE CITY OF NEWBURGH SKATEBOARD PARK PLAZA PROJECT 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh issued a Request for Qualifications for 
professional engineering services for the design of the City of Newburgh 
Skateboard Park Plaza Project (the “Project”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh received eight responses to the RFQ, 

and after review and evaluation by a review committee, invited two engineering 
firms to submit proposals for the design of the Project through a Request for 
Proposals; and  

 
WHEREAS, upon review and evaluation of the two proposals submitted, 

the review committee recommends that a contract for design services for the 
Project be awarded to Grindline Skateboard Parks, Inc.; and 

 
WHEREAS, funding for said project in the amount of $49,325.00 shall be 

derived from CD1.8686.0448.8125.2013; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed the proposal and determined that 

entering into a contract with Grindline Skateboard Parks, Inc. is in the best 
interests of the City of Newburgh and its further development; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York that Interim City Manager be and he is hereby authorized 
to accept a proposal and to execute a contract with Grindline Skateboard Parks, 
Inc., in the amount of $49,325.00 for professional services in connection with the 
design of the City of Newburgh Skateboard Park Plaza. 

   
 
 



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























RESOLUTION NO.: 44 - 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2014 CITY OF NEWBURGH 
PERSONNEL ANALYSIS BOOK AND AMENDING RESOLUTION NO.: 247-

2013, THE 2014 BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK 
TO TRANSFER $10,000.00 FROM PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

SALARY TO DPW STREETS & BRIDGES TEMPORARY IN CONNECTION  
WITH HIRING FIVE PART-TIME TEMPORARY (5) POSITIONS FOR SNOW 

REMOVAL 
 
 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to reallocate funds for the hiring of 
five (5) part-time temporary positions for the Department of Public Works for the 
purpose of snow removal from Planning and Development Salary to DPW-
Streets and Bridges Temporary which requires an amendment to the 2014 
Personnel Analysis Book; and 

 
WHEREAS, this Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City of 

Newburgh to make said adjustment to the 2014 Budget for the City of Newburgh 
and the 2014 Personnel Analysis Book; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York, that the 2014 Personnel Analysis Book be and hereby is 
amended in connection with hiring of five (5) temporary part-time positions for 
snow removal and that Resolution No: 247-2013, the 2014 Budget of the City of 
Newburgh, is hereby amended as follows: 

 
      Decrease  Increase 
 
   
A.8684 Planning & Development  $10,000.00    

                   .0101 Salary 
   

A.5110 DPW-Streets & Bridges     $10,000.00 
       .0110 Temporary  
 
 
 
 



Councilwoman Lee asked if this is just for snow removal or can it be 
used in other departments for training in other skills. 

 
Interim City Manager, James Slaughter said that it is not just for snow 

removal.  It could be used to help with the maintenance of City owned 
properties and other skill sets to assist DPW.   

 
Councilwoman Holmes moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded 

that the resolution be adopted.  
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 45- 2014 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2014 PERSONNEL ANALYSIS BOOK 
AND AMENDING RESOLUTION NO.: 247-2013, 

THE 2014 BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK 
TO REALLOCATE $10,000.00 IN THE MAYOR’S BUDGET TO REALLOCATE 
THE FUNDING FOR THE MAYOR’S INTERN AND $20,000 IN THE WATER 
DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING A TEMPORARY PART-

TIME ASSISTANT MAINTENANCE MECHANIC  
 
WHEREAS, the 2014 Budget of the City of Newburgh provided funding 

for a paid intern for the Mayor as a contractual expense; and  
 
 WHEREAS, it has become necessary to reallocate the funding for the 

Mayor’s intern from contractual expense and other services to personal services 
and salary which requires an amendment to the 2014 Personnel Analysis Book; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Water Department requires a temporary part-time 

assistant maintenance mechanic which requires an amendment to the 2014 
Personnel Analysis Book and a reallocation of funds within the Water 
Department 2013 budget; and 

 
WHEREAS, this Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City of 

Newburgh to provide make said adjustments to the 2014 Budget for the City of 
Newburgh and the 2014 Personnel Analysis Book; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York, that Resolution No: 247-2013, the 2014 Budget of the City 
of Newburgh, is hereby amended as follows: 

 
          Decrease            Increase 

 
A.1210.0448 Mayor – Other Services $10,000.00  
 
A.1210.0101 Mayor – Salary      $10,000.00 
 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
that 2014 Personnel Analysis Book be and hereby is amended to create one 
position of temporary part-time assistant maintenance mechanic in the Water 
Fund and that Resolution No: 247-2013, the 2014 Budget of the City of 
Newburgh, is hereby amended as follows: 

 
      Decrease  Increase 

 
F.8330 Water Fund – Purification 
 .0208 Construction & Major Alterations $20,000.00 

   
F.8320 Water Fund – Ponds & Reserves    
                   .0102 Part-time salary      $20,000.00  
 
   

 
Councilwoman Abrams moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 

the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Abrams, Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman 
Brown, Councilwoman Holmes, Councilwoman Lee, Councilwoman Mejia, 
Mayor Kennedy – 7 
 ADOPTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Resolution #36-2014 will remain tabled and therefore dies under 
Roberts Rules of Order.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
 

 Lisa Silverstone, Executive Director of Safe Harbors, Cornerstone 
Residence, Ann Street Gallery and Ritz Theater said that she is here to speak 
briefly on the new proposed parking regulations.  She applauded the Council 
for putting the brakes on that plan and taking the time to develop a plan that 
will make sense for our businesses, residents and visitors.  While making 
those plans she hopes that they will remember the low and very low income 
residents as well as all of their neighbors and new and old businesses here. 
She is not fundamentally opposed to paid parking in general because it is 
standard in cities across the World. She also feels that city leadership speaks to 
promoting vibrancy in our downtown and an ill conceived plan could really 
thwart those efforts before they get underway.  She is asking for a 
comprehensive parking study from people that understand city planning and 
use that study to make an informed decision.     
 
 John Panzella, 2 Lucas Drive, said that he is here to humbly apologize 
about some things that went on at 90 Broadway.  He fell in love with that 
building a number of years ago and he had a dream for it but unfortunately it 
didn’t work.  With the few incidents that occurred the State suspended his 
Liquor License momentarily and he doesn’t want to leave that premises with a 
revoked license.  He is asking the Council to notify the Liquor Authority to 
give him another chance with the license if he changes the venue completely.  
No more Night Club just strictly a restaurant and a bar like they have down on 
the Waterfront.  If the Council could do that for him he would be very much 
appreciated.  He said that he will do the best he can but he may put the place 
up for sale or lease but if he leases it he would like to come to the Council with 
the new people where they could then be questioned on what their plans for 
the building would be.  That way between him and the Council they can put 
the right people in that building.  He also would like to change the time that 
they close at night to 2:00 a.m.  After that hour is when the problems happen so 
there is no reason to be open past that time.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy agrees that all of the bars in this City should close at 
2:00 a.m. because after that hour it is just trouble.  
 
 Richard Harper, 110 Dubois Street, Chairman of the Conservation 
Advisory Council, said that they recently formed this Council when the Shade 
Tree Commission and the Waterfront Advisory Committee were merged.  He 
thanked the Council for appointing him Chairman and noted that they have 
already held two meetings and their next meeting will be held on March 13th.  
They meet the second Thursday of each month and they are advertised and 
open to the public.  He mentioned the Crystal Run Medical Project that 



everyone here is aware of out on Route 300 which is adjacent to Washington 
Lake; one of our Reservoirs for our drinking water.  Back in mid January they 
had a united front at the Town of Newburgh Planning Board meeting 
questioning the process of the project with a letter from the City Manager, a 
very detailed letter from the City Engineer and a general comment letter of 
concern from the Conservation Advisory Council. That very night even though 
those letters were read into the record the Town of Newburgh Planning Board 
approved a grating and clearing permit.  He said that they are very concerned 
about that and he wants to remind everyone about this because when the snow 
disappears the saws are going to come out and they are going to start taking 
down the trees.  According to the plan that he saw they are going to take down 
about an acre of existing trees on land that drains into Washington Lake.  
There is going to be some radical changing of slopes out there and they just 
don’t think that the Town of Newburgh is really taking a close look at their 
SEQRA review.  In regard to our Local Waterfront Revitalization Program, that 
draft has been languishing a long time and it is their guide for reviewing 
projects so that needs to be made a priority.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that they will have to talk about what recourse 
they have with the Town.   
 
 Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson said that they have had some 
meetings and they can talk about it in an appropriate venue.     
 
 Mark Coolidge, City of Newburgh, told the new Council Members that 
the last couple of summers have been very bad here in the City of Newburgh 
with violence and guns so he asked them what they are going to do for their 
section that will make a difference in our community.  What are they going to 
do for our City to make our streets better?  How do we get the guns out of the 
hands of our kids who are out shooting every night?  How can we all work 
together instead of being enemies with the Police Department or the Police 
Department being enemies with the community?  He told the Council to walk 
our streets because all of the blocks are affected.  What are we going to do as a 
community to bring ourselves together and get the guns off the streets, stop 
the loitering and stop the garbage from being thrown in our streets?  We need 
to come together on this because it is going to be a long hot summer and if we 
don’t try to make a difference now it is going to get a lot worse.  
Councilwoman Lee mentioned Trayvon Martin in Florida but what are we 
going to do in our City to make sure that doesn’t happen here? He was born 
and raised here in the City of Newburgh and he has watched it go from a 
beautiful to place to a deteriorating City filled with condemned buildings.     
 
 Barbara Smith, City of Newburgh said that her earlier question was not 
answered.  Councilwoman Angelo deserves the honorary title of Deputy 



Mayor but according to what the resolution reads the City Council may 
appoint one of its members as President Pro-Tem who in the absence or 
disability of the Mayor shall preside over the meetings of the Council and 
perform the duties and powers of the Mayor during that absence or disability.  
Her question was that if the Mayor is absent for any period of time and there 
are ceremonies to perform, who will perform those ceremonies?  Will it be the 
President Pro-Tem or the Deputy Mayor?  In regard to the Crystal Run threat 
and the watershed, she asked if there is any way that the City could keep up 
with this and note somewhere on the Website for people who are truly 
interested in this so that we will know where the process stands and what is 
happening.  Our water supply is being threatened so she asked the Council to 
please keep the citizens informed as to where we are and what they are 
agreeing to do and not do and what do we intend to do if they do not follow 
through.   
 
 Janet Gianopoulos, City of Newburgh said to follow up on an earlier 
comment that crime does not only occur in the summer.  We recently read 
about a one month old baby whose father bashed its head which was 
described as a heinous crime.  These are the type of things that our police have 
to respond to all of the time.  Another case was an older man chasing a 
younger man down with his car in the City and she thinks that one of the 
answers that we have to find is that we do not tolerate these kinds of things in 
our community.  She thinks that we are too tolerant and maybe desensitized.   
She asked what the status is of the Fiscal Advisory Board.  There was a 
document from the State Comptroller to the Council regarding oversight and 
there are many financial issues that she thinks they need to grasp more 
carefully.  One of those is the water and sewer bills because they are no longer 
warranted out.  At one point the Comptroller made a statement that the 
homestead tax rate in 2013 was $7.84 but that is incorrect and this is another 
reason why you must attach the draft minutes that you are voting on so that 
taxpayers are aware of what you are voting on.  
 
 Kippy Bolye, Grand Street said that we are two thirds through the first 
quarter and she would like to be informed better about what has been 
tangibly accomplished even though she knows that a lot has been going on 
and the weather has been a deterrent.  We were supposed to get turn signals on 
Broadway and Robinson Avenue and Broadway and West Street when the 
repaving of Robinson Avenue was finished but we don’t have them yet.  Who 
is in charge and who deals with the DOT on that?  We were supposed to get a 
crosswalk light down at the Waterfront but it takes some action on our part.  
She asked if there is going to be enough money to fill all of the potholes 
because the roads are just awful.  What is the process for that because it is a 
huge job.  Is there someplace where the Board vacancies are being posted and 
have any of them been filled? The Council was going to ask for a five minute 



synopsis from Boards and Commissions on what they are doing and what 
there issues are but we have heard no reports.  Lastly the summer is going to 
be coming around and if it hadn’t been for Councilwoman Mejia letting us 
know that the Newburgh Landing was not going to be available, we wouldn’t 
have known that.   
 
 Alice Boykin, 133 Third Street asked the Council what they are going to 
do about the snow.  Some people are saying that it is going away but there are 
many areas that it is not because no one is moving it.  It is very dangerous on 
Broadway because you can’t see around the snow and there was a fire on 
Grand Street this afternoon and the cars couldn’t get through so they had to 
back up onto Broadway.  On Third Street people shovel the snow and they 
come plow you right back in and this year they plowed it so high that it was 
above her car.  Broadway is terrible with the snow too high and this is our 
main street.  Something needs to be done before there is a serious accident. 
 
 Steve Ruelke, 85 Grand Street told Councilwoman Lee that he 
appreciated her comments about the shortest Month of the year and wonders 
why that is.  He noted that the “New Jim Crow” series that is ongoing down at 
the Library is also sponsored by the Greater Newburgh Ministerial 
Association, Christian Ministerial Fellowship and Ecclesia Ministries. It is 
building on a book read or a film about Michelle Alexander’s “The New Jim 
Crow Mass Incarceration” in an era of color blindness.  It is about the drug 
laws and mass incarceration of people of color as a new way of keeping people 
down.  They had the first part of their second film which was shown on 
Saturday and they have a discussion meeting at the Library on Thursday from 
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. so he told everyone that if they are available to please 
come.  As President of the Newburgh Interfaith Emergency Housing 
Organization, they operate Project Life and have done so for twenty one years 
for families, primarily women and their children as they transition to 
permanent housing.  They have an interest in three HOGAR owned properties 
at 20, 41 and 43 Dubois Street.  There is about $380,000.00 of home money 
invested in them but they haven’t paid taxes and the City is going to take 
them.  They are interested in acquiring those properties and have made efforts 
to have a conversation with the City Administration but have not yet had that 
opportunity so he has come here to ask publicly if they could possibly do that.  
He was charged by his Board with the responsibility of getting that meeting 
together and he promised to do that.  There are fifteen members on this Board 
and they could come to the Council Meetings and each speak for three minutes 
to make their pitch but there are more appropriate ways of doing that.  He 
asked if they could please schedule a meeting to discuss this matter. 
 
 Sean Cheatham, said it was his daughter who read the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Essay and he has been listening to everyone here tonight.  He 



feels that the City needs to put a little more pride into their depressed areas by 
paving the streets and not just fixing the potholes.  That way people start 
taking more pride in their streets and you will see some of the garbage being 
picked up and people taking more pride in their properties.  For his book he 
started patrolling Newburgh on foot recently and when the weather gets 
warmer he will start interviewing people.  If they are going to work with the 
community then they have to understand them. 
 
 Corey Allen, N. Montgomery Street asked what is the protocol for 
reporting a pothole and how does it get taken care of?  He said in regard to the 
youth programs that he likes the fact that they are still dedicated to helping the 
up and comers of Newburgh.  Recreation is a great thing but when you look at 
crime you have to associate poverty with it because these kids are poor.  He 
thinks that they need jobs.  Give them something that they can work towards 
with some type of reward system with something tangible that they can use in 
their lives.  He will be holding a Financial Literacy Workshop on Thursday 
that is completely free that will teach people the importance of personal 
budgeting, how to improve your credit and how to start and maintain a 
business from the ground up.   
 
 Brenda McPhail, City of Newburgh said that she likes what they are 
doing about the parking and she wants to make sure that they hold their guns 
when they have meetings on particular parking lots.  A lot of people want a 
free ride and we have been allowing it for too long.  If you have to go to work 
in the City then they should have to pay to park.  There are people at the Board 
of Education and the Library who make a lot of money and they are hollering 
about having to pay to park.  Half of the people working at the Department of 
Social Services don’t live here either so they should have to pay to park too.  
We have to stop this foolishness and she hopes to see the parking meters down 
at the Waterfront because people come from all over and park down there all 
day for free.   
 
 Mike Ferrara, Police Chief noted that in response to the potholes that 
they can be reported to the Police Department twenty-four hours a day.  They 
are considered a road hazard and the Police Department keeps a road hazard 
log and they report them on a daily basis to the Department of Public Works.   
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 



 COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
 

 Councilwoman Abrams thanked everyone for coming tonight and said 
that she agrees with Police Chief Michael Ferrara’s comments because she had 
a sinkhole in front of her  house and she didn’t know who to call. She called 
both the Police Department and DPW and neither one minded the call. In fact 
it was after hours that she called the DPW and they have a recording so you 
can leave a message and a short time later they were in front of her house with 
the trucks and flood lights trying to patch that hole.  A short time later the hole 
sunk again and she called the Police Department and they said it’s a hazard so 
they came and put up cones to prevent people from hitting it.  She added that 
on March 12th at 11:00 a.m. and again at 7:00 p.m.. in her Ward, Ward 2, they are 
going to hold a conversation about parking in this City.  It will be held in the 
Lobby at the Ritz Theater and it is free so she invited everyone to come and 
talk about this.  She knows that working as a group they can come up with a 
better plan than what we have had in the past to figure out what to do with 
parking and to find the fairest, simplest and most efficient way to do that.  She 
noted that the phone numbers residents can call in regard to the potholes are 
(845) 565-3297 for DPW and (845) 561-3131 for the Police Department.  
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that she still has parade applications if 
anyone is interested and she will have them with her always.  She noted that 
President’s weekend over at Washington’s Headquarters last week was 
fabulous.  It was like being back in time with Brigades and Regiments and 
even George Washington was walking around.  The first few days because of 
the snow storm they didn’t have too many people but on Monday they had 
three hundred and fifty people come from out of town to tour.  She told the 
soldiers there that now they know how George Washington and his men must 
have felt because it was freezing outside.  She feels that they need to promote 
Washington’s Headquarters more.  She added that she received a call from Mr. 
Dillard asking her to come to Ebenezer Baptist Church where they honored 
our new Judge, Judge Williams, and they honored Curlie Dillard so that was 
another nice affair with cake and coffee.  At the Library on the 25th you can go 
in for free blood pressure tests, diabetes tests and more.  They will be doing it 
in the Lobby and it is free to the public.  They will also be offering free 
assistance with taxes so the seniors should take advantage of that.  They are 
going to have a program on February 26th on how to take care of your house 
plants and another “Who is Jim Crow” film series, Part II on Saturday, March 
22nd.  She noted that they always show free movies at the Library also.  She 
asked the City Manager if at 123 Grand we have any empty offices available.   
 



 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter said that we still have offices on 
the third floor but they have not been cleaned or conditioned in terms of 
space.   
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that she heard the Congressman was 
looking for more offices so that would have been nice.  
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter said that the Congressman has 
cut down a little on his space but to the best of his knowledge he believes they 
are in good shape at the moment. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said she does not know if the public is aware 
that some of the Councilwomen have offices at 123 Grand Street.   
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter said that the Council people 
have advertised themselves and we have let people know that their offices are 
there and the hours that they are available.   
 
 Councilman Brown thanked everyone for coming out and wished them 
a good night. 
 
 Councilwoman Holmes thanked everyone for coming tonight also.  She 
asked Acting City Engineer, Jason Morris if he would please elaborate on the 
light at the Waterfront because she has been following up on it herself.   
 
 Jason Morris, Acting City Engineer said in regard to the traffic light 
crosswalk at the intersection of Dr. Martin Luther King Blvd. and Colden 
Street that the plans have been completed and they are currently at the New 
State Department of Transportation for permitting review and approval.  The 
project will go out to bid in the spring and construction will probably begin in 
the summer.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy asked if they need any help from our State Legislators 
to help that move along. 
 
 Jason Morris, Acting City Engineer said that it is moving. 
 
 Interim City Manager, James Slaughter said that there is a detailed 
process on Traffic Signals so it will take some time. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that it has been two and a half years. 
 
 Councilwoman Holmes thanked Vanessa for coming to read her essay 
tonight and to answer Mr. Coolidge’s question she told him that they are 



working on an ordinance with the Police Department for each Ward.  They are 
all reviewing it and working on it to make our City safer.  To Mr. Allen’s 
question about jobs, she said that Local 17 has an apprenticeship program with 
the school for eighteen to twenty-one year olds.  It starts in April and they only 
take the applications one day a week so you can contact them or network to 
tell others who want to work or learn a trade.  She added that she will talk 
with the City Manager about Washington Lake because that is our drinking 
water and it is very important to her.  Things like that should be put online 
and publicized so everyone can see them in our community.   
 
 Councilwoman Lee said thank you and good night. 
 
 Councilwoman Mejia said that Arbor Day is really important and noted 
that the Conservation Advisory Council and Safe Harbors are going to soon 
have their Annual Community Cleanup.  She said in response to Mr. 
Coolidge’s comments that she is going to continue do the same things she did 
as a resident which is to organize on a block by block basis and make sure to 
instill community block pride.  How do we do that in a city that has a very 
tight Budget? We do that with our sweat equity so once the weather gets a 
little warmer and similar to years previous they are going to be out there on 
every block every other week cleaning up.  They usually use Safe Harbors 
Annual Community Cleanup as the kick off event for this so if anyone is 
interested in participating, the committee will be meeting tomorrow to start 
organizing this event which is currently scheduled for April 26th.  She thanked 
Mr. Harper for taking on the Chairmanship of the new Conservation Advisory 
Council and noted that there are many other openings on other Committees. 
They have a lot of homework to do so that they can present a list of what is 
available with a description so that everyone is fully knowledgeable and 
warned about what they are volunteering for.  She feels that the parking lot 
discussion is very important for our City and that they are going to try to work 
off of some data on what parking is available, what we are utilizing and what 
we need and she will also request some bike racks be put in.  In regard to 
Crystal Run and our Watershed, this is extremely important.  She knows that 
our Interim City Manager has been doing some follow up on this but in terms 
of what our next steps are approval for sewer hook ups of any development 
that takes place there is one of our leverage points.  If we have neighbors who 
are not cooperating, then they shouldn’t be allowed to hook up to our sewer 
system.  She feels that we need to start leveraging and expanding that muscle a 
little bit more.  She thanked everyone for coming and wished them a great 
night.  She thanked the department heads and city workers for everything that 
they do for our City and she thanked her fellow Council members for their 
time. 
 



 Mayor Kennedy said that they have heard some great comments tonight 
and she knows that they have been doing a lot to deal with the snow.   This 
snow fall has been over the top with a flood of snow.  We have had a situation 
here that has been difficult to deal with and everybody’s tempers are a little 
bit short trying to get through the streets.  It has not been easy and there is no 
place to put all of the snow so she wanted to say thank you to everyone who 
has been dealing with it.  Thank you to the Police Department, DPW and the 
people who have shoveled their driveways and walkways again and again 
because it has not been easy.  She said that she doesn’t have the solution but 
she hopes that they can work on it some more because it has been very 
difficult for everyone involved.  She noted that it is great to know who to 
report the potholes to because she didn’t know that.  To the person who asked 
about clarifying the job descriptions for President Pro-Tem and Honorary 
Deputy Mayor, she said that everything is not spelled out in black and white.  
We have been kind of working things out as we go.  They just wanted to set 
something in place here and they have to be a little fluid with it.  If she is gone 
or can’t be here on a Friday, the marriages wait until the next Friday because 
Councilman Brown is on the road.  She reminded everyone that when they 
speak about there being nothing available for the youth that we have a Boys 
and Girls Club, the Center for Hope and the Armory with youth activities 
going on there.  There are youth activities going on all over this City so she 
encouraged people to look for them.  Last year, in regard to the job situation, 
she believes that they had fifty youth employed with the help of the County.  
Sometimes people don’t know about specific things and make assumptions 
that nothing is happening when there are actually a lot of things going on so 
she encouraged everyone to go onto the Website to find out about these things 
and get informed about what really is going on.  There are also activities at the 
Library so we need to keep making ourselves aware.  She said that she really 
likes the idea of us working on putting in a city electronic bulletin board and 
her recommendation would be somewhere around Robinson Avenue and 
Broadway.  They could post events, emergency warnings and information for 
our community so she would like to head up a committee to start working on 
that.  She added that they are still working on getting information on all of the 
Boards together and they will be discussing that on March 19th.   
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council the meeting 
adjourned at 9:25 P.M.  
 
       LORENE VITEK 
       CITY CLERK 


