
     An Emergency Meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Wednesday, June 19, 2013 in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 3rd 
Floor, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 12550. The Council Meeting began 
at 7:55 P.M. following an Emergency Work Session.   
 
 Present: Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman Dillard, 
Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Kennedy followed by a 
Moment of Silence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Timothy Hayes-el, City of Newburgh said that the Zion Lions have been 
here for 20 years and for the last four years they have not gotten a dime from 
the City.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy noted that the Council just agreed to give them $5,000.00. 
 
 Timothy Hayes-el thanked the Council.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy reminded everyone that they gave $5,000.00 to everyone 
who submitted a request for the grant money. 
 
 Kamisha Burden, City of Newburgh, said that $5,000.00 is good but the 
money is being spread out to organizations that the kids aren’t even going to.  
The top three Organizations are Pop Warner, the Band and Zion Lions and she 
asked the Council if they know how hard it is to take care of a group of kids 
because $5,000.00 is not enough.   
 
 A City of Newburgh resident with Center for Hope said that Newburgh has 
a tarnished image and the youth are being talked about.  What will $5,000.00 
for the Band do?  They need more than that. 
 
 A Band member thanked the Council for the money and for keeping the 
Youth Bureau going because they look up to the staff there. 
 



 Jan Murchison, City of Newburgh, said that the things that are already in 
place need to be funded so that they can stay in place.  She is saddened 
because the Mayor took her idea and said that it could not be done and then 
she turned around and put it on the Agenda for the Youth Bureau.  They need 
to support the kids.   
 
 Hillary Rayford, Zion Lions, said that they have been here for twenty years 
when the YMCA turned their backs on them.  She thanked the Council for the 
$5,000.00 because they have been existing on money out of their own pockets.  
This is for the children.  To add a component to an existing program what 
more could they possibly do?  They already feed them, clothe them and teach 
life skills.   They keep the kids off the streets and they are reaching out to add 
more kids.  She told the Council to come check them out because the kids want 
to see them.  They are representing the City of Newburgh and they are going 
to Florida for the Nationals because they have a reputation to uphold. 
 
 Barbara Smith, City of Newburgh, said that as a member of the CDBG 
Committee they sat for weeks and set up rules to abide by and said that they 
did not want to nickel and dime the money just to keep people quiet.  All 
these years they have done CDBG funding and they have nothing to show for 
it.  Why did they put a committee together and submit the forms to them if 
they were just going to take it on their own to give everyone $5,000.00?   
  
 Janet Gianopolous, City of Newburgh, said that when the CDBG 
Committee was first formed she thought it was wonderful that we would have 
a committee of people to advise on this because we had so many criticisms in 
the past about where the money went.  It seems like some people would like 
things to remain as they have been which is disappointing to her.  She noted 
that there are many recreational activities going on at the Armory and that 
recreation should include everyone in the City.   
 
 Latoya, City of Newburgh resident, said that she supports the Youth Center 
and the things that they do.  These services have been in place for fifteen to 
twenty years and look at our statistics.  Look at the crime rate and the youth 
that are in and out of jail and school.  She supports the Zion Lions and the 
Youth Bureau because they are good programs but is it enough?  It seems like 
we are making these children into criminals and then punishing them for it.  
We have to uplift them.  Stop fighting each other over money and do what is 
in the best interest of our children in this City.   
 
 Tamie Hollins, City of Newburgh resident and CDBG Committee Member, 
said that when they were looking over the proposals Mayor Kennedy stated 
that instead of doing all of the requests she would like to see that they do 
maybe three to five so that they could get more bang for the buck.  It seemed 



like a good idea because then they would maybe get $20,000.00 or $25,000.00 to 
do more and have a greater impact but the problem is that Mayor Kennedy 
brought a number of ideas to the table for programs that are already in 
existence.   
 
 A City of Newburgh resident came to listen tonight and all he and the other 
children in the room are hearing is everyone fighting over money.  We make 
everyone look at Newburgh as if we are pathetic and you can see the meetings 
on YouTube.  We have to do something different besides arguing.  We are 
supposed to be one community helping the kids.  The adults have to sit down 
and agree to disagree because this arguing is not helping.  
 
 Pastor Rosie, City of Newburgh, said that she thinks that one hundred 
percent of CDBG should go to the kids and not salaries.   
 
 Sheila Monk, City of Newburgh, thanked the Council for allowing each 
organization to get $5,000.00.  Life is priceless and our kids are dying and we 
are here fighting over money.  Many of the young men and women want jobs 
but they have to go outside the City to get them.    
 
 Steven, City of Newburgh, said that there is nothing to do here.  He 
thanked the Council for the $5,000.00 but they need more activities for the kids 
to go to. 
 
 Pastor Thomas said that the adults are supposed to be role models for the 
young people and they shouldn’t disrespect each other in public.  The 
community has to come together.  Instead of buying our young people 
expensive shoes and clothing, put that money to good use and stop looking to 
the City for everything.  Teach the youth that they can have their own 
businesses and be entrepreneurs and stop looking for handouts.   
 
 A City of Newburgh resident said that she is a parent and she has graduates 
because of the programs here in the City of Newburgh.  We need to make sure 
that the programs have the funds to help our kids. 
 
 A City of Newburgh resident said that the children in the Band pay dues 
every month and they have to keep a certain GPA.  Many of these kids are on 
the Honor Roll and they go to School every day.  They attend the 21st Century 
After School Program so that they can get help with the subjects that they are 
lacking in.  They are not asking for a lot of money or handouts.  They are 
asking for what is due for the children.  There are children in the Band who 
are graduating and going to College but the problem is that they don’t come 
back because there is nothing here for them.  We have to find a solution to fix 
that.   



 A City of Newburgh resident said that she sees what the Youth Bureau and 
the Band do for the kids.  $5,000.00 won’t fix everything and they will need 
more to continue.   
 
 Dr. Benilda Jones thanked all of the young people in the room for the way 
that they have conducted themselves this evening. She thanked Joy Pittman at 
the Youth Bureau for her efforts, tears, love and caring.  She thanked Martiza 
and Derrick too.  There was a cry for help and she got involved.  She thanked 
the parents too and said that somehow by the grace of God we are going to get 
through this.  She thanked the Council for considering and hearing them 
because they made a decision and did something.  She added that these 
children should not be chastised about seeking handouts because these are not 
handouts.  This money is for the children. 
 
 A resident of the City of Newburgh said that she thinks it is a good idea to 
disburse the money to all of the programs because they might help them to 
build character.  They need something to work for.  All of this yelling is 
getting them nowhere. 
 
 Martiza Wilson, City of Newburgh, said that she has worked for the City of 
Newburgh for twenty-eight years.  The legacy that she, Joy and Derrick have 
created they want to continue by giving to each and every one of these kids.  
Many people don’t realize that they have worked with shoestring budgets, no 
budgets and begging the community.  She has seen many different leaderships 
sitting on this panel year after year and it is emotionally draining because they 
are constantly fighting for their future. They have partnered with many 
organizations that have the same goals and we can’t continue to bypass them.  
She said that she loves this City and she loves her job because she feels that 
God has placed her here to provide quality service for the youth, families and 
seniors.  We all need to come together and stop this fighting in-house and 
outside because it is tearing us apart and they can’t work in the same capacity 
when they keep tearing each other down.   
 
 Derrick Walters, City of Newburgh, thanked the kids for coming tonight.  
He noted that this is not just a Band as many of these kids don’t have a father 
at home.  Some of them have lost families on the streets here and there have 
been many nights that he has gone out to talk to these kids and others.  The 
City needs to utilize what they already have.  He has been with the Youth 
Bureau for thirteen years and has helped create many programs with no 
money.  They have taken money out of their own pockets to keep things going 
and the kids have raised money on their own.   
 
  



 A City of Newburgh resident said that she finds all of this very 
disheartening.  She found it very insulting that one person came up and said 
that they were asking for handouts but this money is allocated and it has to be 
used in a proper way.  They don’t even take care of the programs that are 
already here.  She is not in favor of Newburgh empowerment programs 
because we already have empowerment programs.  Derrick Walters, Joy 
Pittman and Maritza Wilson have been empowering the youth so why give 
money to another entity that is going to create the same programs that are in 
existence already? She has seen Derrick and Joy take money out of their own 
pockets to help support the kids.  Something has to give because $5,000.00 
today is equal to about $1.00 and it is not enough money.  We have to do 
something better. 
 
 There being no further comments this portion of the meeting was closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 There were no comments 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:  126 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JUNE 19, 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
AWARDING COMMUITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS  
FOR YOUTH SERVICES AND AUTHORIZING AGREEMENTS WITH  

SUB-RECIPIENT CONTRACTORS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 
 

  WHEREAS, this Council approved the allocation of Community 
Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) funds and has designated a portion of its 
CDBG funding to be utilized as grants to Newburgh non-profit organizations 
serving young people;   and 
 

  WHEREAS, the City has issued a request for proposals seeking services to 
address service delivery gaps in the development of youth programs which will 
reach high-risk youth and support activities that address the reduction of youth 
violence and gang activity, promote literacy and youth employment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the CDBG Advisory Committee has reviewed the proposals 
and made recommendations for awarding funds to specific projects; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council wishes to award funds to the sub-recipients 
identified below; and  

 
WHEREAS, an agreement is required between the City of Newburgh and 

a sub-recipient of CDBG grant funds prior to the distribution of funds to the sub-
recipient; and  

 
WHEREAS,  the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(“HUD”) funds will be made available to the sub-recipients after services have 
been rendered and approved by City staff and released through the HUD 
accounting system; and  

 
  WHEREAS, a copy of such sub-recipient grant agreement is annexed 
hereto and made a part of this resolution; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the CDBG funds are awarded and the Interim City 
Manager be and is hereby authorized to execute a sub-recipient agreement 
between the City of Newburgh and the following sub-recipients: 



 

 
 

 

Organization Funding 
Requeste
d 

Project Description 

SUNY Orange $5,000 STEP Program:  Students Taking an Effective Path to 
Success addresses improving educational outcomes for 15 
young people 
 

Newburgh Armory Unity 
Center  

$5,000 Summer Weekend Program: Launch weekend program 
including reading, gardening and sports (evening 
basketball and workshops). 
 

Ebenezer  Baptist Church  $5,000 Hook Elite Boxing Club:  funding boxing program 
including mentoring at risk youth.  
  

Nora Cronin $5,000 Graduate Support Program:  Funding a middle school 
graduate mentor program to assisting students to 
transition into high school. 
 

Literacy Orange  $5,000 Afterschool Reading Program: financial literacy program 
and family literacy development for 16 7th, 8th, & 9th 
graders.    
  

YMCA $5,000 Leaders Club:   Provide Leadership training, personal 
growth and development to Newburgh Youth providing 
teens with role models.   
 

Northeast Gateway to 
Freedom 

$5,000 Kidz Initiative: an  after school dinner & Life Center.  
Summer Initiative.  Funding weekly  field trips 
  

Newburgh Zion Lions $5  ,000 Summer Basketball League 
 
 

O.C. Hoops 
 

$5,000 The Rock Roundball Classic:  Grass Roots summer  
basketball program to be located at the Armory  
 

Youth Empowerment 
Program  

$5,000 YEP:  Funding to support mentoring and life skills, 
educational support, literacy program. 
  



 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that some accusations were made tonight and Jan 
Murchison was right.  She and Charles Kimbrough came to her last year 
because they wanted to do something for the children that they said was not 
being addressed in regular programs.  She did not forget what they brought to 
her and she kept stewing on it because these young kids were not getting what 
they needed.  They are not getting the programs and they need someplace to 
go.  Charles Kimbrough explained to her that they needed a place that was safe 
for when fights break out so they can go to deescalate and help them solve 
problems.  She kept trying to think of a way to make that happen and this 
started back in February long before any discussion with the Youth Bureau.  
What came out of that was how to start something so they would have services 
late at night from three in the afternoon to midnight.  A safe place for kids to 
go where they would have dispute resolution and problem solving skills and 
someone that they could talk to.   There was no such other program in the City 
such as that.  Nothing like that existed.  She said that she cares about these 
kids more than anyone can know and she thanked all of them for coming 
tonight.  She wanted everyone to know where the idea came from. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman Dillard, 
Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

Holy Trinity  $5,000 Summer Olympics:  Funding for 2 week, 9 sport summer 
Olympics.  
 
  

BBBS  $5,000 Mentoring Program:   expanding their impact on 
Newburgh Community  
 

Total Funding to be Awarded:   $60,000 



























RESOLUTION NO.: 127 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JUNE 19, 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH LISCUM McCORMACK 

VANVOORHIS, LLP FOR DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 

GRANT (CDBG)  FACADE / STOREFRONT PROGRAM TO REVITALIZE 
BROADWAY 

 
WHEREAS, Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) 2013 

Annual Action Plan allocates $175,000 for the improvement of facades along 
Broadway;   

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined to use certain Community 
Development Block Grant Funds to retain the design and architectural services in 
connection with and in support of said program; and  

WHEREAS, a request for qualifications was issued to secure these 
services; and  

WHEREAS, Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis LLP  responded to this 
request and exhibits sufficient professional experience in architectural design 
and historic preservation to provide the services needed for the prospective 
projects to be funded under this grant program; and  

WHEREAS, the City wishes to retain Liscum McCormack VanVoorhis 
LLP, to provide said services via an agreement; and  

WHEREAS, a copy of the scope of services to be provided under such 
agreement is attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that entering into such 
agreement is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the Interim City Manager be and he is hereby 
authorized to execute such agreement, with such terms and conditions deemed 
necessary and appropriate by the Corporation Counsel, with Liscum, 
McCormack, VanVoorhis, LLP  to provide for design and architectural services 
to the City of Newburgh in connection with the Community Development Block 
Grant (“CDBG”) Façade/ Storefront Program, such services to be compensated 
with funds allocated for same under the Community Development Block Grant 
budget. 
 
 
 



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCOPE OF SERVICES  
 
 
 
 
• Project Review and Analysis 

 
The City and the selected Consultant will meet with each participating 
property owner to develop plans for the proposed storefront/façade 
improvement.   

 
The Consultant shall prepare a concept design which includes a report 
describing how the design satisfies all building department/ permitting 
requirements.   After the City and property owner accept the design 
and acknowledges acceptance of the report, consultant will be 
authorized to proceed. 
 
Product:           Project analysis, concept design and recommendation 
report. 
 

• Completion of Architectural Plans 
 
Upon completion of architectural plans, the Consultant will pursue and 
secure all required approvals from ARC.  Coordination with the City 
and the property owner as needed. 
 
Products:  Completion of plans and required approvals received.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 128 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JUNE 19, 2013 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO.: 223-2012, 
THE 2013 BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK 

TO REALLOCATE SALARY AND BENEFITS OF $10,877.00  
FROM THE YOUTH VOICE TO YOUTH BUREAU DEPARTMENT FOR  

THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING YOUTH SERVICES SPECIALIST POSITION 
FROM JULY 1, 2013 TO AUGUST 31, 2013 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York, that Resolution No: 223-2012, the 2013 Budget of the City of Newburgh, is 
hereby amended as follows: 
   
           Decrease            Increase 
 
FROM: 
 
A.7318  Youth Voice 
 
 .0110 Temporary   $      8,438.00 
 .0810 Retirement   $      1,764.00 
 .0830 Social Security  $         646.00 
 .0835 MTA Tax   $           29.00 
 
TO: 
 
A.7310  Youth Bureau Department 
 
 .0101 Salary        $       8,438.00 
 .0810 Retirement       $       1,764.00 
 .0830 Social Security      $         646.00 
 .0835 MTA Tax       $           29.00 
    
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION NO.: 129-2013 
 

OF 
 

JUNE 19, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION No.: 223-2012, THE 2013 
BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK TO ALLOCATE 
$32,264.49 FROM THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

(CDBG) PROGRAM FOR THE PURPOSE OF FUNDING YOUTH SERVICES 
COORDINATOR FROM JUY 1, 2013 TO DECEMBER 31, 2013 AND TWO 
PART TIME PROJECT COORDINATORS FROM SEPTEMBER 6, 2013 TO 

DECEMBER 31, 2013 
 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York, 
that Resolution No.: 223-2012, the 2013 Budget of the City of Newburgh, is 
hereby amended as follows: 
 
A.7310 Youth Bureau Department 
 
 .0101   Salary        $30,516.63 
 .103     Part-Time Salary      $  6,300.00 
 .0810 Retirement       $  6,266.00 
 .0830 Social Security      $  2,294.00 
 .0835 MTA Tax       $     102.00 
 
 
TOTAL:         $38,036.70 
 
 To Be Allocated From the Following Funds 
 
 CD1.8686.8095.2011:       $10,000.00 
 
 CD1.8686.8095.2012:       $28,036.70   
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION NO.:  130 - 2013 
 

OF 
 

JUNE 19, 2013 
 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING THE CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF 
NEWBURGH AS THE LOCAL AGENT FOR THE RECIEPT OF NOTICES OF 

CLAIM FROM THE NEW YORK STATE SECRETARY OF STATE UNDER  
THE UNIFORM NOTICE OF CLAIM ACT 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Uniform Notice of Claim Act became effective on June 15, 
2013, which amends the New York State General Municipal Law to allow notices 
of claim against municipal corporations to be served on the New York State 
Secretary of State, and requires each municipal corporation to file with the New 
York State Department of State a certificate that designates the Secretary of State 
as the municipal corporation’s agent for service of notices of claims and that 
identifies the name and address of an officer, person or designee to which the 
Secretary of State will forward notices of claim served upon the Secretary against 
said municipal corporation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh finds appropriate 
to appoint the City Clerk as the officer to whom the Secretary of State shall 
forward any notices of claim served on the Secretary against the City of 
Newburgh; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh hereby designates the New York State Secretary of State as the City 
of Newburgh’s agent for service of notices of claim against the City and appoints 
the City Clerk of the City of Newburgh as the officer to whom the New York 
State Secretary of State will forward all notices of claim against the City of 
Newburgh served on the Secretary in accordance with the provisions of the 
Uniform Notice of Claim Act. 

 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 



 There being no further business to come before the Council the meeting 
adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
       LORENE VITEK 
       CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


