
 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the third floor Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, NY. 
 
 The Prayer was led by Lillie Howard and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
performed in unison. 
 
 Present: Mayor Kennedy, presiding; Councilwoman Angelo, 
Councilman Brown, Councilman Dillard, Councilwoman Lee – 5 
  
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the minutes of the September 20, 2012 Work Session and the September 24, 
2012 City Council Meeting be approved. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman Dillard, 
Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy - 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the City Clerk’s Report and the Registrar of Vital Statistics Report for the 
month of September be approved and made available to the Press. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman Dillard, 
Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy - 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the Civil Service Administrator’s Report for the month of September be 
received and filed only. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROPOSED PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.: 170-2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 

A RESOLUTION SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR  
NOVEMBER 13, 2012 TO RECEIVE COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 
ADOPTION OF THE 2013 BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
that pursuant to Charter Section 8.15 a public hearing will be held to receive 
comments concerning the adoption of the 2013 Budget for the City of Newburgh; 
and that such public hearing be and hereby is duly set for a special City Council 
meeting of the Council to be held at 7:00 p.m. on the 13th day of November, 2012, 
at the Activity Center, 401 Washington Street, Newburgh, New York. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 There were no comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 
 Councilwoman Lee said that she would like to know why there is 
nothing on the agenda regarding the City Manager’s contract because the 
public is asking questions.  On September 27, 2012 the City Council voted to 
enter into Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to the employment 
history of a particular person; matters leading to the appointment, 
employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, disapproval, 
removal of a particular person.  She was unable to stay for the Executive 
Session but she would like to address questions that have been asked by 
members of the public regarding the retention of the City Manager.  She 
doesn’t understand how the content of the Executive Session became public.  
According to members of the public the Council decided to terminate Mr. 
Herbek.  She noted that it is not the entire Council but members of the 
Council.  It is her understanding that he was told, “We are moving in another 
direction and therefore we are not continuing your contract.  We would like you 
to resign tonight.  Reduce your salary in the new Budget to $80,000.00 and you 
can stay.  If you don’t resign, we will reduce your salary and force you out.”  If 
this is true, then the Council may be in violation of the Open Meetings Law.  
Moving in another direction, the City Manager’s salary and the Budget are all 
public information items.  She would like to ask the Council to clear up this 
rumor.  She is not aware of a new direction that the Council wishes to move in 
and it seems to her that terminating the City Manager would suggest that the 
Council is moving backwards.  Past Practice has been to fire the City Manager 
without any plans of maintaining stability in the City, put the City at risk for 
lawsuits and hire people who have no municipal experience.  She noted that 
the last City Manager just received $350,000.00 for wrongful termination and 
Mr. Herbek’s termination would be wrongful.  Threatening to reduce the City 
Manger’s salary seems an act of professional bullying and harassment.  We as 
a Council have never suggested formally or informally that Mr. Herbek was 
not living up to our expectations.  On the other hand, Mr. Herbek has 
repeatedly asked for direction with revenue generation initiatives that would 
ensure financial solvency.  Most recently Mr. Herbek wrote a Budget Address 
that included and called for not-for-profits to make PILOT payments or 
Payments In Lieu Of Taxes to the City to defray some of the costs for public 
services but he did not receive support from the Council. She knows this to be 
factual because when she asked the head of St. Luke’s Hospital to make a 
PILOT payment his response was, “Over my dead body” and the Council had 
no response then either.  She is taking an opportunity to introduce a resolution 
to be voted on tonight that authorizes the City Manager to negotiate three 
agreements for Payments In Lieu Of Taxes by and among the City of 
Newburgh and Mt. St. Mary’s College, St. Luke’s Hospital and Orange County 



Community College.  At this juncture she expects the City Council to explain 
the validity of this as gossip or inform the public that decisions are being 
made to set us back ten years. Tell us what you think can be done with three 
votes because she doesn’t think that it is appropriate to fire the City Manger 
without cause and without warning. She certainly doesn’t think that it is 
appropriate to take him into Executive Session and threaten him.  Her 
recommendation is that when they talk about the City Manager’s contract that 
it should be done publicly.  If the City Manager has done something to 
deserve having his contract terminated, he should have been told and the 
public should have been told too.  She is not going to deal with at whim 
behavior or setting a new direction that she doesn’t know about because the 
direction that we are going in so far is backwards.  She recommended to Mr. 
Herbek that if he is forced to attend an Executive Session that he should do so 
with his Attorney.  She noted again that Jean-Ann McGrane just received 
$350,000.00 of the City’s tax money because of wrongful termination and 
behavior like this.  Tonight she expects that they will vote on allowing Mr. 
Herbek to enter into negotiations with Mt. St. Mary’s, St. Luke’s Hospital and 
Orange County Community College. If this passes then that’s fine but if it 
doesn’t pass then you will know who is pulling the strings telling some of the 
members of this Council how they should vote and what they should do and 
how they should push this man out of a job for no reason. 
 
 Councilman Brown told Councilwoman Lee that if she was at the 
Executive Session then she would have known exactly what was said.  
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that they should have been told that there was 
an Executive Session. You don’t just walk in and say that you are having an 
Executive Session and then tell me when I say that I can’t stay, “well we don’t 
need you”.  
 
 Councilman Brown said that they didn’t need her.   
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that she is not one of the staff that he thinks he 
can bully.   
 
 Councilman Brown added that Mr. Herbek’s job is not in jeopardy at 
all.  Mr. Herbek can stay but there will be a reduction in his salary next year 
and that is based on three votes because three votes control the Budget.  Mr. 
Herbek can stay at a different salary because as far as he is concerned he has 
not seen $150,000.00 worth of work out of Mr. Herbek this year.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy stated that this is something that needs to be discussed 
at a Work Session.  It is not on the agenda. 
 



 Councilwoman Lee said that this has been discussed privately and they 
had no right doing that because the City Manager’s salary is public.  
 
 Councilman Dillard said that this will be discussed at the next Work 
Session and everything will be laid out on the table.   
 
 Councilman Brown said that all of the changes to the 2013 Budget will 
be discussed at the next Work Session and there will be resolutions to be voted 
on at the next Council meeting.  Anyone who would like to attend the next 
Work Session, please do so and you will hear all of the changes including the 
City Manager’s salary and anyone else that might be affected by the Council’s 
decision on the 2013 Budget.  He asked Councilwoman Lee to please attend 
because they want her to be there. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee told Councilman Brown that she attends the City 
Council meetings and the Work Sessions unlike himself as he is the one who 
is absent most of the time. 
 
 Councilman Brown said that he is gainfully employed. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee told Councilman Brown that he new the schedule 
before he started working.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that this is not getting us anywhere.  We need to 
move forward with this meeting.  This is not a public debate.  There are 
rumors flying all over this City and people don’t know anything about what 
they are talking about until they hear what is actually happening. These are 
rumors about rumors and we will have that discussion at our next Work 
Session.   
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that they still violated the Open Meetings Law 
and she told Mr. Herbek to bring his Attorney because his salary doesn’t get 
retroactively reduced.  His contract is not up until January and his salary 
moving forward needs to stay the way it is.  They had no right to have a secret 
meeting and then come back and tell us what they are going to do.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that there was no secret meeting and we are not 
telling anyone what they are going to do as it will all be on the agenda.   
 
 Councilwoman Lee said, “When he sues make sure it is not your plan to 
run again because I am going to take these very issues and beat you over the 
head with them because I don’t need to make this my career”. 
 



 Councilman Brown told Councilwoman Lee that she couldn’t win if she 
had help from the President.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that this is not getting us anywhere and we need 
to stop this.   
 
 There being no further comments this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
 
 City Manager, Richard Herbek, updated the Council on the emergency 
concerning the west trunk line. He thinks that this has been well reported by 
the media and they are continuing with the declaration of emergency.  There is 
a resolution that we will get to tonight which is resolution #179-2012 which is 
transferring 1.2 million dollars from the sewer fund balance to the south 
interceptor Phase II to provide for the immediate emergency repairs that need 
to be done to the west trunk sewer line.  He noted that we have gotten 
attention and cooperation from numerous state agencies and Governor Cuomo 
has been involved.  He is well aware of the problem that we have which is an 
1880’s era fifty-four inch double brick lined major trunk line which directs all 
of the sewage from the Town and the City Newburgh to the Sewage Treatment 
Plant.  It is estimated that about three million gallons per day flow along this 
trunk line.  It is a combined system that we have so we have storm sewage and 
sanitary sewage that is being directed to the Sewage Treatment Plant.  It is 
somewhat of a miracle that so much time has gone by and this is the first 
instance, that he knows of, where there has been a break in the west trunk line 
so the engineering and construction methods used in the 1880’s were probably 
pretty good.  We are at that particular point as many cities are where these 
older water and sewer lines are beginning to break. As everyone knows, we 
had a break about six or eight weeks ago further downstream from this area 
and we needed to build a bypass system for that break and do the repair work.  
This is a similar situation but it is a little more complicated and the repairs are 
probably going to be a little more expensive than the $800,000.00 that we spent 
on the last break.  When walking the line with the DEC Commissioner on 
Saturday, we could see some points upstream where we have more problems 
in the works.  As he mentioned, we are getting a lot of cooperation from the 
Department of Environmental Conservation and the State Emergency 
Management Office so there is a lot of help being thrown our way and today 
they spent a lot of time on the phone with the Environmental Facilities 
Corporation.  They provide funding to municipalities to undertake major 
work like this.  Our latest estimate is that we may be looking at upwards of 
seven million dollars worth of work to this trunk line.  It runs right along the 
Quassaick Creek so when there is a break everything flows into the Quassaick 
Creek which then flows into the Hudson River.  They had the break repaired 
within twenty-four hours by utilizing again a bypass system.  We are lucky 
that we had a contractor on the scene that was finishing the work from the first 
break so the sewage is now flowing back to the sewage treatment facility and 
the immediate problem has been solved.  We will be working in the weeks 
ahead by making the repairs to the trunk line itself so that the bypass system 
can be eventually eliminated.  He believes that this has been well covered by 
the Media and he has sent all of the Council members the latest information 



but he did want to report back to them and the public as to where we are with 
the emergency and if they had any technical questions our City Engineer, 
Craig Marti, has been doing an outstanding job.  Severn Trent has also been 
extremely helpful with people on the scene so a lot of people have been 
working on this issue.  He said that they are hopeful that we are going to be 
put at the top of the list by the Environmental Facilities Corporation going 
forward and hopefully we will be engaging some engineering consultants to 
help us out with the overall evaluation of the trunk line so that we get this 
thing fixed permanently.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy complimented all of the people who worked on that.  
She went out there herself to investigate what was happening and talked with 
the DEC.  Everyone who was responding to this emergency was on top of it.  
Declaring it an emergency helped put us in a place where we could get some 
help. Getting the Governor and everyone involved has put us in a favorable 
position she believes to get the help so she would like to compliment all of the 
various partners because there were several involved with that.  Everyone was 
doing everything that they could to get this fixed as fast as they could and they 
put out public notices so everyone knew what was happening. This was 
handled as well as it possibly could have been done so she thanked everyone 
who worked on it.  
 
 Councilman Dillard asked City Engineer, Craig Marti, about the bypass 
that was installed and asked for an estimate in terms of longevity.  How long 
will that hold? 
 
 City Engineer, Craig Marti, said that the bypass pumps and piping is 
still in place and it is being relocated and reconfigured so that it will allow us 
to make permanent repairs to portions of the line upstream from the break 
which show partial failure but not complete failure.  The bypass pumping 
system will be left in place until we can make permanent repairs. The area 
where it broke this past week should be slip lined with a permanent liner by 
the end of next week.  Liners have been ordered for the next two sections of 
pipe which are on a rush delivery and should be delivered within two to four 
weeks.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy said to be clear we are not using the bypass now.  We 
have reconnected the main line and are using that right? 
 
 City Engineer, Craig Marti, said that is correct.  The sewer is flowing by 
gravity through the normal pipe configuration.  We will be bypassing on an 
intermittent basis in order to do TV inspections and further permanent repairs 
in the area of the break and areas where the pipe is in jeopardy upstream.   
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 171 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE AWARD OF A BID AND  
THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT WITH OTIS ELEVATOR  

TO PROVIDE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS ON SIX (6) ELEVATORS 
LOCATED AT VARIOUS CITY FACILITIES PROVIDING FOR A THREE (3) 

YEAR TERM AT A BASE BID COST OF $1,080.00 PER MONTH 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has duly advertised for bids for the 
Elevator Maintenance and Repair Services Contract; and     
 

WHEREAS, bids have been duly received and opened and Otis Elevator 
is the low bidder;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the bid for the Elevator Maintenance and Repair 
Services Contract be and it hereby is awarded to Otis Elevator, providing for a 
three (3) year term at a base bid cost of $1080.00 per month, and that the City 
Manager be and he is hereby authorized to enter into the annexed contract for 
such work in this amount. 

 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 































RESOLUTION NO.: 172 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
ASSUMING LEAD AGENCY STATUS UNDER STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY REVIEW ACT (SEQRA) FOR WATER STORAGE TANK 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, DECLARING THE PROJECT TO BE AN 

UNLISTED ACTION, 
ADOPTING PART I OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM, 

ISSUING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL SEQRA DOCUMENTS 

 
 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 252-2011 of December 12, 2011, the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh (the “City’) awarded a bid to Barton And 
Loguidice, P.C. for professional services in connection with the repair or 
replacement of City of Newburgh water storage tanks; and 

 WHEREAS, the City is proposing improvements to three of its water 
storage tanks, which will include repairs to the 1MG Brady Avenue and 2MG 
Ellis Avenue water storage tanks, the construction of a new 1.5MG water 
storage tank immediately adjacent to the existing 1.5MG Marne Avenue water 

storage tank and the decommissioning of the existing Marne Avenue water 
storage tank.  The proposed projects are located in the City of Newburgh, 
Orange County, New York (the "Project"); and  

 WHEREAS, the City desires to comply with the New York State 
Environmental Quality Review Act ("SEQRA") and the regulations contained 
within 6 NYCRR Part 617 (the "Regulations") with respect to the Project; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the SEQRA Regulations, the City has 
considered the significance of the potential environmental impacts of the 
Project by (a) using the criteria specified in Section 617.7of the SEQRA 
Regulations, and (b) examining the short EAF for the Project, including the 
facts and conclusions on Page 1 and 2 of the EAF, together with other available 
supporting information, to identify the relevant areas of environmental concern 
and wishes to establish itself as Lead Agency for the Project. 

 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York as follows: 
 

1. The City Council of the City of Newburgh hereby declares itself as the 
Lead Agency for the environmental review of the action pursuant to 6 
NYCRR 617.6; 

2. the Project constitutes an “unlisted action", as the quoted term is defined 
in the SEQRA Regulations;  

3. adopts Part I of the Environmental Assessment Form; 

4. determines that the Project will not have a significant adverse 
environmental impact, will not require the preparation of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement and issues a Negative Declaration with 
respect thereto; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York as follows: 

 
1. As a consequence of such findings and declaration and in compliance with 

the requirements of SEQRA, the City of Newburgh, as lead agency, hereby 
directs the City Engineer to prepare a Negative Declaration in accordance 
with 6 NYCRR § 617.12 and to file a copy of the Negative Declaration for 
the Project in accordance with the SEQRA regulations; and 

 
2. The City Manager be and hereby is authorized to sign and file any/and all 

other documents that may be necessary to complete the SEQRA process 
for the Project. 

 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











RESOLUTION NO.: 173 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER  
TO EXECUTE A VENDOR SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH 

GIRL SCOUTS HEART OF THE HUDSON IN CONNECTION WITH THE  
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS OF THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY GRANT 
PROGRAM AND A VENDOR SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH MADELINE 
TORRES-DIAZ AS THE TWENTY FIRST CENTURY GRANT EVALUATOR 

FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $21,000.00 
  

WHEREAS, by Resolution No.: 181-2009 of November 23, 2009, the City 
Council authorized the City Manager to accept monies from the New York State 
Department of Education for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
Grant; and 
 

WHEREAS, said grant was awarded in the spring of 2008 for a five (5) 
year period; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
Program provides strengthening and expanding opportunities afterschool for 
children and youth; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to enter into vendor service 

agreements with the City’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program 
with various service providers for the final fiscal year of said grant period 
beginning October 1, 2012 and ending on June 30, 2013 for the following 
amounts: 

 
Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson $ 6,000.00   
Madeline Torres-Diaz  $15,000.00 

  
WHEREAS, the Council has reviewed the attached Agreements and has 

determined that it is in the best interest of the City of Newburgh and its residents 
to accept and expend such funds to enhance the community and strengthen 
afterschool services to Newburgh’s children and youth; 

 
 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute a Vendor Service Agreement with Girl Scouts Heart of the Hudson in 
connection with the current requirements of the Twenty First Century Grant 
Program and a vendor service agreement with Madeline Torres-Diaz as the 
Twenty First Century Grant Evaluator for a total amount not to exceed 
$21,000.00. 

 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







































RESOLUTION NO.: 174 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ACCEPT AN OFFER TO GIFT TO THE CITY 
PROPERTIES KNOWN AS 285 GRAND STREET 

(SECTION 10, BLOCK 1, LOT 10) AND 285 GRAND STREET REAR 
(SECTION 10, BLOCK 1, LOT 11) IN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
 

WHEREAS, an offer to gift properties located at 285 Grand Street (Section 
10, Block 1, Lot 10) and 285 Grand Street Rear (Section 10, Block 1, Lot 11) has 
been received from Robert Rabinowitz of Blue Line Trading Corporation; and 
 

WHEREAS, such offer has been reviewed by the involved City 
departments and it has been determined to be in the best interests of the City of 
Newburgh to accept; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
accept a gift of properties located at 285 Grand Street (Section 10, Block 1, Lot 10) 
and 285 Grand Street Rear (Section 10, Block 1, Lot 11) in the City of Newburgh 
from Blue Line Trading Corporation to the City of Newburgh. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 175 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL 
OF THE PARCEL 34 CARTER STREET (SECTION 22, BLOCK 2, LOT 26) 

NUNC PRO TUNC FROM THE OCTOBER 3, 2012  
PROPERTY AUCTION  

 
  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
that the following parcel shall be removed Nunc Pro Tunc from the October 3, 
2012 Property Auction: 
 

34 Carter Street   22 – 2 – 26 
 

 
 

 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 176 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL 
PROPERTY KNOWN AS 205 LAKE DRIVE (SECTION 33, BLOCK 7, LOT 29.3) 

AT PRIVATE SALE TO INDEPENDENT LIVING, INC. 
FOR THE AMOUNT OF $100.00 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh is the owner of real property known as 
205 Lake Drive, more accurately described as Section 33, Block 7, Lot 29.3 on the 
official tax map of the City of Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City may sell real property owned by or in the control of 
the City of Newburgh through public or private transaction; and  
    

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh now desires to sell 205 Lake Drive to 
Independent Living, Inc. as a contribution to the development of Independence 
Square, a mixed-tenancy housing complex, which will further enhance the 
development of the City of Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Independent Living, Inc. has offered to purchase this 
property at private sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it would be in the best 
interests of the City of Newburgh to sell said property to Independent Living, for 
the amount of One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars; and 
 

WHEREAS, the prospective buyer shall combine the premises conveyed 
herein, identified as 205 Lake Drive, Section 33, Block 7, Lot 29.3, with the 
premises presently owned by Independent Living, Inc. known as 70 Lake Drive, 
Section 33, Block 7, Lot 24 on the official tax map of the City of Newburgh as one 
lot of record within one (1) year of the date of conveyance from the City of 
Newburgh to Independent Living, Inc. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the following property to the indicated 
purchaser be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said purchaser upon receipt 



of the indicated purchase price in cash, money order, good certified or bank 
check, made payable to THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, such sums are to be paid 
on or before February 5, 2012, being one hundred twenty (120) days from the 
date of this resolution; and 
 
 
Property address Section, Block, Lot        Purchaser          Purchase Price 
 
205 Lake Drive       33 – 7 – 29.3        Independent Living, Inc.      $100.00 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Lee moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 177 – 2012 
OF 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF GREATER NEWBURGH, INC.  
TO PERMIT ACCESS TO CITY OWNED PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 12 LUTHERAN STREET (SECTION 29, BLOCK 8, LOT 10)  
FOR THE PURPOSES OF PERFORMING CERTAIN PREDEVELOPMENT 

ACTIVITIES 
  
    WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh, Inc. has 
purchased property from the City of Newburgh known as 10 Lutheran Street, 
more accurately described as Section 29, Block 8, Lot 9 on the official tax map of 
the City of Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh, Inc. has 
requested that the City of Newburgh allow them access to 12 Lutheran Street 
more accurately described as Section 29, Block 8, Lot 10 on the official tax map of 
the City of Newburgh, for the purposes of continuing for performing certain 
predevelopment activities to determine whether to purchase 12 Lutheran Street; 
and 

WHEREAS, such access to the properties requires the parties to execute a 
license agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part of this 
resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed such license and has determined 
that entering into the same would be in the best interests of the City of 
Newburgh and its further development; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
enter into the attached license agreement with Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Newburgh, Inc., and their contracted agents to allow access to 12 Lutheran Street 
for the purposes of performing certain predevelopment activities. 
      
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 



LICENSE AGREEMENT 
 
  

This Agreement, made this _____ day of _______________, two thousand 
and twelve by and between the CITY OF NEWBURGH, a municipal 
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York 
with offices at 83 Broadway, City Hall, Newburgh, New York 12550 as 
“LICENSOR,” and HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF GREATER NEWBURGH, 
INC., a private business organization having an address of, 125 Washington 
Street, Newburgh, New York 12550, and their consultants and contractors as 
“LICENSEE”; 
 
 WITNESSETH THAT: 
 
 WHEREAS, Licensee desires the license or privilege of gaining access to 
and performing work upon the premises of Licensor, on behalf of itself and its 
employees, agents and contractors, known as 12 Lutheran Street, and more 
accurately described on the official tax map of the City of Newburgh, New 
York as Section 29, Block 8, Lot 10. 
 
 AND WHEREAS, Licensor is willing to give said license or privilege on 
the following terms and conditions: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual 
covenants and conditions hereinafter contained, it is hereby agreed as follows: 
 
 First: Licensor hereby gives to Licensee and Licensee’s employees, 
agents and contractors, upon the conditions hereinafter stated, the license or 
privilege of entering upon Licensor’s property located at 12 Lutheran Street, in 
the City of Newburgh, New York, and taking thereupon such vehicles, 
equipment, tools, machinery and other materials as may be necessary; for the 
purposes of and to perform certain tasks on said property owned by Licensor, 
including but not limited to excavating, filling, boring, testing, sampling, 
restoration and any and all other work appurtenant thereto. 
   

 Second:  Licensee agrees to do such work and perform such tasks in 
such manner as will comply fully with the provisions of any laws, ordinances 
or other lawful authority, obtaining any and all permits required thereby.   

 
Third:  During the term of this Agreement, the parties mutually agree to 

release and indemnify each other for all claims, damages or expenses resulting 
from said party’s own negligence.  It is hereby acknowledged that Licensor is a 
self-insured municipality. 

 



Fourth:  Licensee will perform the subject work in connection with a 
site assessment and evaluation of a vacant residential property, including 
walk-through inspection, review of City of Newburgh and other records, 
review of governmental environmental records and data, and other measures 
relating to underground tanks, potential contamination issues, demolition of 
structures and related tasks.  In the contract by which Licensee retains 
consultants and contractors, they shall name City as additional insured under 
insurance coverage concerning the performance of the tasks referenced herein.       

 
Fifth:  This Agreement and the license or privilege hereby given shall 

expire and terminate upon the completion of the work by Licensee and its 
agents, employees and contractors, and the restoration of the property  to a 
clean and orderly state and in the same condition as existed prior to the 
granting of this license, normal wear and tear excepted. 

 
Sixth:  It is understood and agreed that no vested right in said premises 

is hereby granted or conveyed from either party to the other, and that the 
privileges hereby given are subject to any and all encumbrances, conditions, 
restrictions and reservations upon or under which the parties held said 
premises prior to the granting of this license. 

 
Seventh:  Without limitation to the general provisions of this 

Agreement, it is understood and agreed that said work shall be performed in 
substantially the location and position shown in the attachments hereto, and 
in accordance with details and specifications as set forth on map or plan hereto 
attached and hereby made a part hereof. 

 
WITNESSETH:   THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
    LICENSOR 
 
   By: _______________________________ 
    Richard F. Herbek, City Manager 
 
 
    HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF GREATER   
    NEWBURGH, INC. 
 
    LICENSEE 
 
   By: __________________________________ 
    Cathy Collins, Executive Director 

 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 178 - 2012 
OF 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO A LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH 

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, HUDSON HIGHLANDS CHAPTER 
537, TO ALLOW ACCESS TO CITY OWNED PROPERTY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ORANGE COUNTY 
VETERANS MEMORIAL  

 
WHEREAS, The City of Newburgh owns certain property located at or 

bounded by Balmville Road, Leroy Place and Grand Avenue, which serves as a 
memorial for Orange County residents who died in serving the United States in 
World War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Vietnam Veterans of America, Hudson Highlands 
Chapter 537 has requested access to the Orange County Veterans Memorial for 
the purpose of making improvements thereto, including but not limited to 
removing a utility pole and replacing with underground wiring, installation of a 
stone wall surrounding flag poles, landscaping, blacktopping and related work, 
at no cost to the City of Newburgh; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh finds that 
permitting such access for the purpose of making such improvements to the 
Orange County Veterans Memorial is in the best interests of the City of 
Newburgh; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
enter into a license agreement, in substantially the same form annexed hereto 
with such other terms and conditions acceptable to the Corporation Counsel, 
with Vietnam Veterans of America, Hudson Highlands Chapter to allow access 
to City owned property located at or bounded by Balmville Road, Leroy Place 
and Grand Avenue for the purpose of repairs, maintenance and improvements to 
the Orange County Veterans Memorial. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 



LICENSE AGREEMENT 
          

This Agreement, made this _____ day of _______________, two thousand 
and twelve, by and between VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, 
HUDSON HIGHLANDS CHAPTER 537, a New York Corporation with an 
address of P.O. Box 123, Newburgh, New York 12551 as “LICENSEE; and the 
CITY OF NEWBURGH, a municipal corporation organized and existing under 
the laws of the State of New York with offices at 83 Broadway, City Hall, 
Newburgh, New York 12550 as “LICENSOR”; 

 
 WITNESSETH THAT: 
 
 WHEREAS, Licensee desires the license or privilege of gaining access to 
and performing work upon the premises of Licensor in substantially the 
location and position shown as set forth on the map or plan hereto attached 
and made a part hereof and bearing the following title: 
 
 Site Plan, Orange County Veterans Memorial 
 
 AND WHEREAS, Licensor is willing to give said license or privilege on 
the following terms and conditions: 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the mutual 
covenants and conditions hereinafter contained, it is hereby agreed as follows: 
 
 First: Licensor hereby gives to Licensee and Licensee’s employees, 
agents and contractors, upon the conditions hereinafter stated, the license or 
privilege of entering upon Licensor’s property located at or bounded by 
Balmville Road, Leroy Place and Grand Avenue, in the City of Newburgh, 
New York, and taking thereupon such vehicles, equipment, tools, machinery 
and other materials as may be necessary; for the purposes of and to perform 
maintenance, repairs and improvements to property owned by Licensor and 
used as and for a memorial to Orange County residents who died in serving 
the United States in World War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam as shown 
on the attached site plan and drawing; and to maintain, repair and enhance 
said property, including but not limited to removing a utility pole and 
replacing with underground wiring, installation of a stone wall surrounding 
flag poles, landscaping, blacktopping and any and all other work appurtenant 
thereto. 
  Second:  Licensee shall install, use and maintain said improvements on 
said premises in such location and position and as to any such work upon or 
under property of Licensor in such manner as will be satisfactory to Licensor. 

 



Third:  Licensee agrees to install, use and maintain said improvements 
in such manner as will comply fully with the provisions of any laws, 
ordinances or other lawful authority obtaining any and all permits required 
thereby.   

 
Fourth:  Licensor acknowledges that the enhancements, improvements 

and repairs to the subject property shall inure to the benefit of both parties, 
and shall be satisfactory, adequate and sufficient consideration for the License 
granted hereunder. 

 
Fifth:   Licensee hereby agrees to defend, indemnify and hold Licensor 

harmless against any claims, actions and proceedings brought against Licensor 
arising out of, in connection with and/or relating to Licensee’s use of the 
premises.  Licensee has posted evidence of and shall maintain throughout the 
term of this License public liability insurance naming the Licensor as 
additional insured in a minimum coverage amount of One Million 
($1,000,000.00) Dollars. 

 
Sixth:  This Agreement and the license or privilege hereby given shall 

expire and terminate upon the completion of the work by Licensee and its 
agents, employees and contractors, and the restoration of the property  to a 
clean and orderly state and in the same condition as existed prior to the 
granting of this license, normal wear and tear excepted. 

 
Seventh:  It is understood and agreed that no vested right in said 

premises is hereby granted or conveyed from either party to the other, and that 
the privileges hereby given are subject to any and all encumbrances, 
conditions, restrictions and reservations upon or under which the parties held 
said premises prior to the granting of this license. 

 
Eighth:  Without limitation to the general provisions of this Agreement, 

it is understood and agreed that said improvements shall be installed in 
substantially the location and position shown in the attachments hereto, and 
in accordance with details and specifications as set forth on maps or plans 
hereto attached and hereby made a part hereof. 

 
WITNESSETH: 
     THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
     LICENSOR 
 
    By: _______________________________ 
    Richard F. Herbek, City Manager 
 
    VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA  



     HUDSON HIGHLANDS, CHAPTER  
      537 

 
     LICENSEE 
 
 
    By: __________________________________ 
     Executive Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:  179 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

OCTOBER 9, 2012 
 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO: 238-2011,  
THE 2012 BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK  

TO TRANSFER $1,200,000.00 FROM SEWER FUND BALANCE  
TO SOUTH INTERCEPTOR PH II TO PROVIDE FOR EMERGENCY SEWER 

REPAIRS TO THE WEST TRUNK SEWER LINE 
 

 
WHEREAS, major sewer trunk line failure occurred on a portion of the 

West Trunk Sewer Line, resulting in a spillage of raw sewage into the Quassaick 
Creek; and 

 
WHEREAS, the discharge of raw sewage waste is a threat to the health 

and safety of the City’s residents as well as an environmental threat to the 
Hudson River; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Manager of the City of Newburgh has declared a 

state of emergency pursuant to Section 24 of the New York State Executive Law 
in order to facilitate immediate repairs to the West Trunk Sewer Line; and  

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to undertake steps for the 

permanent repair of the West Trunk Sewer Line and to seek funding assistance 
from the Environmental Facilities Corporation; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, that City Manager is hereby authorized to retain the services of 
qualified engineering firms to evaluate the immediate stabilization of the West 
Sewer Trunk Line, prepare documents necessary to obtain funding through the 
Environmental Facilities Corporation and determine the scope of the necessary 
permanent repairs to the West Sewer Trunk Line and the Quassaick Creek 
Corridor; and 

 
 
 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that Resolution No: 238-2011, the 2012 Budget of the City of 
Newburgh, is hereby amended as follows: 

 
     Decrease   Increase 
   
     Sewer Fund Balance:       

   G.0000.0599.1000  $1,200,000.00 
 
 
           South Interceptor PH II                          
   G.8120.0200.0001     $1,200,000.00 
 
 
 
  
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilman 
Dillard, Councilwoman Lee, Mayor Kennedy – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Councilwoman Lee said that she wanted to introduce resolution #180-
2012. 
 
 Councilman Brown said that resolution #180-2012 is not on the agenda 
for tonight. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee told Councilman Brown to just vote no then and 
stop acting like this is an extension of his kitchen. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that they haven’t had a chance to read through 
this. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that they will hear it and it is only five lines.   
 
 Mayor Kennedy told Councilwoman Lee that she was out of order.  
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that you can go into Executive Session and 
threaten the City Manger but you can’t take on an entity that is taking funding 
away from the City causing every homeowner in this City to pay increased 
taxes. Why can’t you let the City Manager ask your cronies for a PILOT?   
  
 Mayor Kennedy thanked Councilwoman Lee for that tirade.  
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that she introduced resolution #180-2012 so it 
needs to be read and they can vote “no” and stop trying to take the cowardly 
way out.  These are our taxpayers here waiting to hear us make a decision 
about raising revenue in this City which hasn’t been done. 
 
 Councilman Brown said that they have not had an opportunity to read 
this resolution or look it over so she is more than welcome to put it on the next 
Work Session so they can talk about it. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that she can introduce a resolution from the 
floor and they are all just afraid. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy told Councilwoman Lee that she is out of order and 
they need to move on. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that they can’t make a decision.  We have all of 
these people here tonight for Newburgh Builds Newburgh wanting to know 
what we are doing.  Did you tell them that you tried to kill it and take it off the 
agenda?  Stop the games and stop the nonsense and let’s get to the place where 
we are taking care of the people in our City and treating our staff with respect.   
 



 Mayor Kennedy said that she thinks we need an adjournment to get a 
Council Member under control. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee said to let the people get up and speak. 
 
 City Manager, Richard Herbek, told the Mayor that she can’t adjourn 
just yet. 
 
 Councilman Brown told the City Manager that he could not speak right 
now.  He has done his part.   
 
 City Manager, Richard Herbek, noted that he has to present the 
Proposed Budget tonight.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy asked if they could all be respectful here.   
 
 City Manager, Richard Herbek, said that the way the City Charter works 
is that tonight is the night he files the Manager’s Proposed Budget so that has 
to happen tonight.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that they would continue with the meeting.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
  
 Mayor Kennedy said that she would like to have a special work meeting 
set up to discuss a strategic plan on how to get the City cleaned up and how to 
work with partners to do that and keep it clean. She would like to see this 
happen within the next month or so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS ON GENERAL MATTERS 
 
 

 Beatrice Pullyam, member of Community Voices Heard, said that she 
wanted to voice her support for the Newburgh Builds Newburgh program.  
She wanted to remind the City Council and residents about the work that 
Community Voices Heard has done to fight for Workforce Development here 
in the City of Newburgh.  From what she understands there seems to be some 
misinterpretation of what Newburgh Builds Newburgh really is so she would 
like to clarify some points in the program.   Newburgh Builds Newburgh came 
out of the need for jobs and training in the City.  There were a number of 
development projects that were funded through CDBG and Section 108 money 
that never resulted in jobs for low income residents here in the City of 
Newburgh. After working for four years to pull this thing together with 
partners such as Unions, job training programs here in the City, community 
members, residents and the City Council the program was finally funded.  The 
purpose of the program is to coordinate with the Union and job training 
programs to get people who are trained into jobs.  It is not to create jobs.  That 
is the work of the City.  It is there for when these jobs finally come and there 
is a qualified pool of workers ready to go. We are finally making progress and 
we need your support to make sure that this program is continued.  Please 
think about the possible consequences of defunding the only program that 
exists right now without anything like it to do this critical work as you move 
forward with decisions for this Budget year. 
 
 MaryAnn Prokosch, City of Newburgh, said that she hasn’t been here in 
six months and nothing has changed.  She came to talk about the Mid-
Broadway Site because there was a proposal made prior to January of last year 
that came out of the Planner’s Office in regard to moving our Public Safety 
Building there.  To her that was the best idea she ever heard come to this City.  
It would move the Police Department into an area where their presence would 
be strongly appreciated and increase safety in that area.  We also have a Public 
Safety Building that is aging and that we are going to have to start dumping 
money into.   It sits on a valuable piece of property that can generate a lot of 
money in taxes.  There was another idea proposed for a Supermarket but we 
had one on Broadway before that failed.  Anyone that locates a Supermarket 
here in the City is going to have higher prices.  They will not have the same 
prices as Shoprite or Walmart.  People are better off paying for a cab to go to a 
Grocery Store outside of the City because it will still cost less than buying 
from a local store.  Also if you go shopping for a family and you don’t live 
right around the corner you are not going to carry all of those groceries home if 
you don’t have access to a car.  That proposal is also dependent on government 
money which there is not a lot of so we stand waiting for the development to 
happen.  It will probably be ten years before we see anything happen with the 



economy the way it is now.  She thinks that this should be reconsidered and 
go back to look at this other proposal that two of the current Council Members 
wanted investigated further.  It is the most viable and intelligent thing that 
could be done with that property. 
 
 Brian Flannery, 5 Norton Street, said that he was at the Work Session 
last Thursday listening to the discussion with the  developers and he was very 
disturbed to hear them talking about a PILOT.  He clearly remembers that in 
the RFQ issued for this project it stated that whatever was built there had to be 
taxable.  The previous Council stressed that very strongly and Councilwoman 
Bell took the lead on that.  The RFQ reads, “Proposals that would be allowed 
to seek property tax exemptions and or payments in lieu of taxes are NOT 
desired”.  He was disturbed to see that the PILOT idea was written into the 
draft of the agreement with the developers.  Those developers responded to 
the RFQ so they understood what the situation was.   
 
 Timothy Hayes-el, City of Newburgh, said that he supports Mr. Brown 
and he has all the confidence in the world in him.  Newburgh Builds 
Newburgh was taken out of his mouth and Community Voices Heard got a 
hold of it and ran away with it.  Ms. Best is getting it done because we have 
thirty to forty people who are qualified to do the work with no jobs. Trying to 
use the community to steal funding has to stop.  Newburgh Builds Newburgh 
is dead.  The brothers are doing the work and getting certified at Best Resource 
Center, 280 Broadway, so they are actually doing it.  All of this talk and trying 
to con people out of money and trick the community is over.   
 
 Jose Servellon, 49 Concord Street, said that his nephew was deported 
two weeks ago and they are very frustrated with the Police Department here in 
the City of Newburgh because they didn’t help them out.  All they had to do 
was sign a simple form for him to stay in the United States.  He is in Honduras 
now living with people that he doesn’t know. 
 
 Katy Cuellar, 75 Liberty St., W.H., said that her brother was deported 
and he was a crime victim.  The police knew that he was a crime victim and 
they didn’t help him out.  She speaks to her brother every day and he told her 
that he would prefer to be in immigration jail than in Honduras because in 
Honduras right now there are a lot of gangs that kill people when they get 
deported. If you left the Country when you were young and then come back 
later they consider that as losing your citizenship there.  He has lived here 
since he was five years old and he is now thirty so they are very frustrated 
with the fact that the police couldn’t help them out.  
 
 Usef Belford, City of Newburgh, asked what happened to men fighting 
each other fist to fist.  There are too many gunshots going on here and too 



many people getting killed.  We are killing ourselves every day.  We need to 
stop the crap and be men.  As for Newburgh Builds Newburgh, we are all here 
in Newburgh.  He told Councilman Dillard that he has seen him do 
miraculous things in Middletown with renovating and fixing houses.   We 
here in Newburgh want to build our own city.  We are tired of outsiders 
getting the money and building in our City.  He asked Councilman Dillard to 
help with the Newburgh Builds Newburgh process and get this thing off the 
ground.  We talk about all of these corporations, industries and businesses and 
we say that we are all about the same things but instead we are fighting each 
other so what is going on.  We are getting nowhere.  What do we have for 
ourselves? We have nothing.  We always have to go to somebody else to get 
something and he is tired of it.  This makes no sense whatsoever.  We aren’t 
doing anything but killing ourselves so let’s stop this and get real. 
 
 Lillian West, 296 Grand Street, said that she and her sister are asking the 
Council to consider a sealed bid that that her family will propose for the 
property at 296 Grand Street.  This house was purchased by her late 
grandmother more than forty years ago and the property has been in their 
family for three generations.  Unfortunately the property has been managed 
by family members that did not pay the taxes nor do any upkeep to the house.  
Currently her family resides in the home and they have done so for the past 
thirty years.  She and her sister, Shaniqua, are certified and licensed through 
New York State to provide therapeutic foster care at this property and they 
now have two kids with the potential of filling to their maximum capacity of 
five.  She and her sister also run a licensed day care at this property where they 
provide low cost daycare to families in need within the community.  They had 
three contractors look at the property to give them an estimate on repairing the 
building and each quote is for more than the current listing of the property.  If 
they obtain the property, they would like to take a loan out for home repairs 
on the property.  This is an older home in the Historic District and it will need 
extensive work to bring the plumbing, electrical and roofing up to code.  Her 
family has been a part of this community since the early 1930’s so they would 
like to continue to reside in the only community that they know.  It is their 
dream to obtain the property at 296 Grand Street, rehab the building and 
continue serving the community.  They want to know how to bid on the 
property when the renovations exceed the assessed value.  They don’t know 
what to bid so that their bid will be considered.  She asked if there are any 
programs available in the City of Newburgh that help families remain in their 
homes that they could look into. 
 
 Paul Andrews, 11 Grand Street, said that he moved here from Kingston 
recently because he thinks that Newburgh has a chance.  He asked why this is 
the only City between the Tappan Zee and the Rip Van Winkle Bridges that 
doesn’t have a Trailways station.  There is already one in Kingston so they 



don’t have a problem bringing people to and from the City to work.  Couldn’t 
we get some money together to get a Bus Station here and we could get the 
local people to build it. 
 
 Mark Coolidge, 142 Third Street, said that last Thursday night out on 
Rt. 32 another man died in the Town of Newburgh.  He asked where our 
cameras are.  We need to get cameras in our police cars to protect the citizens 
and the police officers. These cameras will serve both parties.  Our Federal 
government needs to make sure that we get these cameras immediately 
because too many people are dying and our streets are falling apart.  He said in 
regard to Save Our Streets that he hopes that he will be getting some workers 
soon for community service.  He is asking everyone to get the Judges to give 
him these workers as he is looking forward to working with these young men.  
This could help turn the City around for starters by cleaning our streets.  He 
wants the community to reach out too as he needs bags, gloves, rakes and 
shovels.  He wants the community to stand up for themselves now and stop 
worrying about who can do what.  We can do this ourselves so let’s start by 
cleaning our streets and out in front of our houses.   Everybody likes to be 
clean so let’s start by cleaning our streets.  
 
 Rich Carrion, Sgt. with the City of Newburgh Police Department, said 
in response to the camera systems that they have looked into these systems for 
the cars themselves but they are basically for highway type incidents.  They do 
have in their possession right now a body camera system that they are 
investigating with Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson.  He has spoken 
with the Police Chief and has been authorized to try this as a sample system 
later this week.  It basically clips to the epilate on the shoulder and it records 
audio and video.  They are looking at getting twelve of these systems and they 
just have to figure out a policy as to how it is going to be safeguarded as there 
is chain of custody issues with regards to evidence. He said that they have 
heard the people in the community and they want to be able to provide this as 
a safeguard to them and the police department against malicious accusations 
of misconduct. He will be testing this system this week on patrol so they are 
trying to move forward with this to do what the community has been asking 
for.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy thanked Sgt. Carrion for that update.   
 
 Janet Gianopoulos, City of Newburgh, said that at the Work Session it 
was brought up again this possibility of leveraging two properties instead of 
looking at just one property and what some people think one property should 
be used for.  It seems to her that we do have a valuable property which is 
currently located underneath our Public Safety Building and that we could go 
through an RFQ and then an RFP process to see if we can find a developer who 



might be interested in letting us use those two properties as leverage so that 
this City can do some economic development.  It could be a good property for 
a Hotel that would provide a lot of permanent jobs which we need here. In 
regard to the sewage line, the City of Beacon is going to be using CDBG funds 
in order to work on its infrastructure and sewer system and she thinks that we 
should consider doing the same.  
 
 Donovan James, said that what he saw earlier between the Council was 
embarrassing.  He said that he came home four and a half years ago from 
Prison and he does what he wants.  He came home and got scared but he 
grabbed his life back.  Today he came here and he is scared again.  He is not 
like everybody else and he is going to do what he wants.  If he can’t call 911 
then who is he supposed to call?  If he is running from someone who is going 
to help him?  He is afraid to walk outside his door.  He asked the Council if 
they feel the same things.  Nobody is helping anyone.  They say they are going 
to help but he came to this meeting tonight after two years and this is what he 
sees.  He said that he would never conduct himself the way that the Council 
did tonight and he has been in Prison twice for ten and a half years.  We need 
help before anything else.  They have to show the residents that they 
genuinely care.  He came to a meeting the other day and an employee gave him 
a paper to apply for a job with a reference.  He has been here asking and 
begging for work and he did everything that was asked of him but he still 
doesn’t have a job.  He said that he will do this on his own because none of 
them can show anyone how to help. 
 
 Margaret, City resident, said that on June 4th she came to New York and 
on June 5th she was beaten by her daughter’s father.  She is still recovering 
from a concussion, dislocated jaw, back problems and several other health 
conditions. October 26th of this year will mark a year that her abuser violated 
the Order of Protection because he knew that she lived at 204 Lander Street.  
She went to the Police Station and instead of having a professional attitude 
and empathy for the situation the Officer told her to go back to the location 
where her abuser had just left from and to compose herself.  For some reason 
his girlfriend found out where she lived and she doesn’t know if that was a 
slip up by the Orange County Sheriffs Office or the Police Department in 
Newburgh or Middletown.  In defense to two of the City of Newburgh Police 
Officers she said that they were professional, courteous and non-biased 
regarding the situation.  To make her point she thinks that there is a lot going 
on within the Police Department and maybe they need more training.  There 
needs to be more trust amongst the Police Officers to bridge the gap of 
communication so that we can work collectively together as a community 
versus stereotyping people. 
 



 Natasha Cotton, City of Newburgh, read a poem: “Anger management 
you say about me but I’m watching what just happened with you.  You have 
been influenced by the well dressed lie and not recognizing the truth.  I stand 
strong, stand tall while watching others use manipulation to cause this whole 
City to fall and the hate perpetrated on excellence is what started the children to 
brawl because I had them dancing and singing.  Angry you call me yet I will tell 
you the truth.  Never have I robbed, stolen or sued my own home for no loot with 
proof.  Never have I proposed a plan here with any group and not returned fruit.  
Never has my name been associated and not been of sound root.  Or is it my tone 
of voice that doesn’t suit some because some want to give my spot a try. I prefer 
you say that instead of on my character line.  Say I like her style and don’t 
instead always dulling the next one shines because Tash don’t initiate that type 
of evil; I remove myself instead and say goodbye.  That is not anger on my face 
City Council.  I am under the bus and they didn’t expect me to survive but candy 
man, candy man, candy man, when I return you can bet the culprits know why.  
Just like the little children in the streets there is a way you can make my heart 
and my trust in you cry because I have never been sly. Check my records, check 
my prints and then check everybody else’s too like I did, Councilman Brown.   
See what we are really dealing with then turn the City of Newburgh into a 
straight up snake pit.  Do the science, Chief Ferrara, and you will know why our 
children are really getting hit.  Creeping and crawling around like life is well hid.  
Slandering Natasha yet Natasha ain’t never did a bit.  Never been on probation, 
never lost her well mannered kids and my angry self disabled ain’t never, ever 
not had a nice crib. Let’s examine this.  People lying and stealing and everything 
in between, fronting and conniving for fame while the streets continue to bleed.  
Anger management, yes, I am pissed off indeed because the corruption of your 
corruption is threatening to murder my seed”.  
 
 Denise Ribble, City of Newburgh, said that there was a discussion at 
the Work Session where we had a presentation of a development agreement 
and she noticed that no one was brining up any questions or concerns 
regarding protection of the City except for the Mayor.  She finds it hard to 
believe that in this agreement we had no reverter clauses and no protection for 
the City in the event that they defaulted.  How many times do we have to do 
these really lousy development agreements before we understand that we have 
to protect the citizens and the tax payers in the City of Newburgh? Secondly, at 
the Work Session, Councilman Dillard brought up the issue of the Safety 
Building and how unsafe it is and they discussed how much it is going to cost 
the tax payers to fix that building.  There was a proposal to put that on the 
Mid-Broadway site and to get private development money instead of someone 
coming with their hand out looking for a PILOT and public funding to have 
this project work.  She said that doesn’t work for the tax payers of the City of 
Newburgh.   It doesn’t create affordable housing which that site was supposed 
to create with taxable entities.  She feels that whole thing should be a do over 



and instead of considering sale they should consider a land lease.  The land 
lease should be for whatever the term of the PILOT is that they are asking for.  
She told Councilwoman Angelo that she gave a lot of thought to what she said 
at the end of the meeting about the Hudson River Group and she agrees with 
her.  She thinks that it may be ok for the Waterfront businesses to think about 
marketing down there but we still have to think about what is happening for 
the public down at the Waterfront and how it will connect to the City of 
Newburgh.  She thinks the City should consider moving ahead with some of 
the plans like Scenic Hudson’s Plan for the South Street Park.   
 
 Sheila Monk, City of Newburgh, speaking on behalf of Tammy Hollins 
who could not attend today, said that she is tired of the City of Newburgh 
changing City Manager’s.  The City residents would like to see Rick stay in his 
position.  We know that when he came into this position that there were a lot 
of things that he had to handle. We know what we have but we don’t know 
what we are getting so the City residents will make some news if the Council 
is talking of removing him from his position.  Also, what are they talking 
about putting Girl Scout cookies into an agreement. What inner city kids go to 
Girl Scouts in the City of Newburgh?  Just like they had a program with the 
basketball in the City of Newburgh that they spent $5,000.00 of CDBG money 
on and the Coaches were drunk.  That money could have provided five jobs 
for our youth.  She had two parents complain to her about that basketball 
program and the Mayor participated in it.  She told the Mayor how dare she 
have our kids exposed to drunk Coaches.  We have people in the City of 
Newburgh who are dying and the Council is acting like fools.  They are sitting 
up there arguing while we have people dying.  She said that this is a whole 
new ballgame and she is not playing.  She is tired of Newburgh Community 
Voices Heard because no one is getting any houses or jobs except for Jenny.  
Since the Council doesn’t want to do anything we will take our City back.  
They are having a meeting on Wednesday at Newburgh Community Action so 
now it is no more talk just action.   
 
 Michael Ferrara, City of Newburgh Police Chief, wished to respond to 
an earlier comment regarding a domestic violence case. He is not particularly 
familiar with that case but he can say that the Police Department handles a lot 
of violent calls and they handle a lot of domestic violence here in the City of 
Newburgh.  Over the past three years he has made himself available and he is 
part of the Executive Board of the Orange County Domestic Violence 
Partnership.  They have their meetings here in the City of Newburgh because 
of the high number of calls that they have involving domestic violence.  It is a 
very serious call for service and it’s very important that we protect our victim’s 
identities.  We have a protected policy and procedure that all of our Officers 
are familiar with and it is important to us that we follow this policy and 
procedure.  If there are any complaints on any type of call for service, he needs 



to know about it and hear about it.  He listens to every single complaint and 
will investigate anything that comes his way.  He hopes that the woman who 
spoke earlier is still here so that he can speak to her and find out what went 
wrong.   
 
 Lillie Howard, City of Newburgh, said that she hasn’t gotten up to 
speak too often because she has two sons who work for the City of Newburgh 
and she finds that some things are going on regarding their positions so she is 
concerned about that.  But she can’t shut up because she was born to be a 
spokesperson for her people.  When she says her people she is talking about 
everyone.  Number one her concern is that she would like to know about 
selective enforcement of noise management.  She knows that at the Hacienda 
on upper Broadway which is close to Councilwoman Angelo’s house they 
seem to get involved but where she lives on Walsh Road there are shootings 
and loud noise so she can’t get to sleep until four or five o’clock in the 
morning five nights a week.  She has spoken with the Police Chief and she 
would like to know why nothing is done about that place.  She added that she 
is sick and tired of the games being played here in the City of Newburgh.  A 
lot of people are standing up and saying things but the real bottom line is how 
many are saying it genuinely form the heart and not because of closed door 
meetings where they feel they are going to be able to get trickled down money.  
Just like Mark Coolidge said, they are not asking for any money but they 
would like to clean up Newburgh.  The people who want the money to benefit 
them personally are the ones who seem to get the money.   
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo said that she has an application for the 21st 
Century Community Learning Center for a part-time position making $18.00 
an hour if anyone is interested.  She added that you must be twenty-one years 
of age and have a High School Diploma with three years experience working 
with children.  She thanked the Council for a letter that they received from the 
Vietnam Veterans.  It was dated September 11th and they have offered to do 
work around the statue down on Marine Drive.  There were three different 
proposals and they are going to do them all so if they work fast they can be 
done by Veteran’s Day.  On November 11th there will be a wonderful 
ceremony to remember the men that were killed in action.  She added that she 
saw the following article in the paper today “To the City of Newburgh for 
turning a physical corner. A few years ago the Federal Department of Housing 
and Urban Development went after the City for the way it mishandled millions 
of dollars instead of going where it was intended. The money went towards 
correcting mistakes which never should have happened.  It has taken time but 
according the latest HUD Report Newburgh is doing all it is supposed to do”.  
She said that it is a good article if anyone wants to read about it. She noted that 
Mr. Harvey is in our audience tonight and he is our new Commander of the 
Memorial Day Parade Committee. They will be meeting on October 15th at 6:00 
P.M. at the Activity Center if anyone is interest in being part of the Parade. 
They had a great Memorial Day Parade this past year so they are looking 
forward to next year.  She said that they are also looking for people to be on 
some of the Boards.  They desperately need people serving on the Board of 
Ethics.  There are five positions open and that is a committee that is really 
needed.  There are four vacancies on the Human Rights Commission and one 
vacancy on the IDA Board.   Lastly, we had a great weekend here in the City of 
Newburgh.  On Saturday, people purchased memory bricks as a fundraiser for 
Trestle, Inc. and Torches provided a brunch.  The next day there was a Mass 
and rededication of the statue of Columbus followed by a three hour tour with 
a brunch on the River Rose.  Yesterday there was a bus at Sacred Heart and for 
$25.00 we went to see the Parade in New York City.  There are some good 
things happening here and she knows how everyone feels which is why she is 
trying to win the Lottery because maybe that will help somehow. She thanked 
Mark Coolidge and wondered what street he was working on because she 
knows that the Shade Tree Commission just put in a few more trees on upper 
Broadway between Robinson and Mill which is such a mess.  She said that 
when they were in New York City yesterday she didn’t see any litter on the 
streets.  Here we are four square miles and the garbage cans in front of 
Torino’s are piled so high that she almost wants to clean it up herself.  It looks 
so bad on a Sunday but she guesses it has to be tackled day and night. She also 
wanted to thank George Garrison and some of the men for their help with 



spreading black mulch around the eighty mums she planted at Unico Park so 
everything will look nice for the Oktoberfest. She asked George Garrison if 
they have any of the black mulch left because they would like it put around 
the trees and maybe Mark Coolidge could help with that.  She thanked 
everyone for coming and for their comments. 
 
 Councilman Brown apologized for his participation with 
Councilwoman Lee at the beginning of this meeting but some things that are 
being said sometimes need to be addressed as they are being said.  He noted 
that there has been some discussion about Mr. Herbek’s position and going 
forward in this City.  His contract expires in January of next year and once his 
contract does expires he can go month to month meaning that he can leave this 
City and go do whatever he wants when he wants.  We as a City do not want to 
be in the position for him to leave us when he decides to leave us.  In our 
Charter it requires four votes to remove or hire a City Manager.  We currently 
don’t have four votes to hire or remove him so if he is going on a month to 
month basis then at least three of us at this table feel like he should have a 
salary but not the salary he is currently earning so we have a legal right to 
change that and we will.  He has said before that the 2013 Budget is an exact 
reflection of the 2012 Budget.  The only changes in that Budget is a few 
changes to Police overtime and maybe Firemen overtime but the problem with 
that is that it is not enough money. He asked Cheryl Gross, City Comptroller, 
what the current balance of the Police overtime is right now.  He didn’t get a 
monthly report because Cheryl was on vacation last week.  He had some 
questions for her last week in terms of the Budget but our City Comptroller 
was on vacation during Budget season.  He doesn’t know how you do that 
when we are in Budget season and we have questions that we need to ask the 
Comptroller.  Police overtime was at approximately $960,000.00 in September 
and we budgeted last year for $690,000.00 so we are way over budget in terms 
of Police overtime.  In the 2013 Budget, the City Comptroller and City Manager 
decided to move Police overtime to one million dollars but we were at one 
million dollars already this year in September.  If this is going to be a 
reflection of next year, then we still have problems so the 2013 Budget is 
probably worse than the 2012 Budget.  He has to put that on the City 
Comptroller and the City Manager because that is who he looks to.  He added 
that he is fairly stern sometimes with people that come to this table and he has 
a method which he uses in his management skills which is sort of like a push 
method.  It pushes you to prove him wrong and he hasn’t had a person come to 
this table yet prove him wrong.  Sometimes it’s a little firm and direct but the 
taxpayers of this City want that from him.  If you don’t like his tact, then come 
to the table with facts, income generation, new revenue sources and ways to 
cut expenses and stop putting it on the taxpayers back.  When he ran for 
Council he said that the tax and spend policies that this City has done in the 
past years has to go because the taxpayers are tired of taking that ride.  In 



regard to the CDBG money, for years we have been treating that money like it 
is Monopoly money and it has to stop.  Community Voices Heard comes in 
and talks about Newburgh Builds Newburgh but the only way that Newburgh 
is going to build Newburgh is if this Council puts something in place.  He is 
tired of seeing construction money come into this City and leave this City and 
almost none of it is spent in this City but we can change that in this Budget 
right here.  He has spoken with Councilman Dillard and the Mayor and he has 
an idea to create real long-term jobs with residents of this City.  The only way 
we are going to do that is if we keep the money right here in this City so he 
will present that at the next Work Session and it will have something to do 
with the changes to this 2013 Budget.  Lastly he said that in order for this 
Council to work we all need to work together.  We all came on this Council 
thinking that we were going to create change and if anybody in this room can 
tell him what changes have been made from January 1st to date, then he needs 
to know about them.  That’s a push.  It’s the same game and the game has to 
change. He said that he is not a Politician. He is a businessman and the City is 
a Corporation.  It is a business and it needs to be run like a business under 
Municipal Law.  He thanked everyone for coming tonight.   
 
 Councilman Dillard said that Councilman Brown said it all and he 
supports him one hundred percent in this initiative.  He thanked everyone for 
coming tonight and asked them not to forget to vote on November 6th because 
it is very important.  
 
 Councilwoman Lee said that in January, February and March she talked 
to the Council about bringing revenue into the City.  She did it again in June 
because most of what we did as a Council between March and June the City 
was in crisis over the death of Michael Lembhard.  Her point is that we have to 
bring three things to this City.  We have to bring stability because we are not a 
stable City and no amount of terminating, transferring or kicking to the curb 
the City Manager is going to make us look stable.  It looks like the same old 
business.  We just paid Jean-Ann McGrane $350,000.00 and we can’t afford to 
do that again because of bad practices or because we are making a decision 
that sets us back.  We haven’t considered at all having organizations pay a 
PILOT.  We have three large entities in this City and she came to this meeting 
tonight on the heels of another meeting where she was asked to back off 
because she is giving the Greater Newburgh Partnership a difficult time 
because she keeps saying that they are not paying taxes. Here is how it works.  
Everyone here who owns a home pays for public service and every time we 
have a crisis in this City and their cost goes up we have to figure out ways to 
keep the taxpayers cost from going up.  There is nothing wrong with asking 
entities to pay taxes.  Whether they do or not is not the issue but we can’t be 
shy about asking them.  We have to ask them and when someone sits in front 
of you and says, “Over my dead body, clean up your City but I am going to sit 



on your Land Bank Board and I am going to ask CDBG for funds but I am not 
going to pay any taxes and I will hit you up for some cash every now and 
then”.  That needs to be looked at because the very money that you are asking 
about for jobs has been going to these other entities.  We are just asking for a 
PILOT and if it ticked off someone so much that they had to come back and 
ask for this man to be terminated then that is a problem.  Typically you reduce 
a person’s salary by a few thousand dollars. Nowhere in this Country has 
anybody had their salary cut by $70,000.00 when they still have a contract.  You 
are ultimately going to pay for these bad choices.  She doesn’t care how much 
push back she gets because she knows that on this issue she is right unless 
every homeowner agrees to let us increase their taxes just two more times so 
that we can offset the Budget then you need to take a strong look at what we 
are not doing.  What we are not doing is standing up and saying “no” if you 
want to play here, you are going to pay here.  You are not going to just sit and 
collect our money and then tell us that you are providing a service but yet our 
people are unemployed.  You are not hiring them, not because they don’t 
qualify but because you have them pegged as shiftless and lazy and you have 
said that they don’t want to work so they need a job training program.  She is 
supporting WDI as much as she can but she knows in her heart that everyone 
of those people who are at CVH and Newburgh Builds Newburgh would walk 
from here to Kalamazoo if there was the promise of a job.  We have 
opportunities right in this City and our people are not being hired.  Some 
people here are professionals and there are no jobs for them either.  If you 
want to give her your good business ideas then you better be giving her your 
good business money because she doesn’t want to hear it otherwise. We have 
staff and no matter how much she thinks she might be right getting annoyed 
or frustrated with them she has no right to disrespect them because the first 
time one of them does it to her they are going to hear from her as well as Rick 
and everyone on this Council.  She doesn’t want to be disrespected under the 
guise of push back which she calls abuse.  It is time that we agree to respect 
each other and stop going to entities where we sit here and enter into an 
agreement and then you go behind our back and try to broker an agreement 
which goes south and we are left sitting here wondering what happened.  
These things have to stop.  We need some stability and we are not going to 
find a better City Manager than the one we have now because we don’t know 
what to look for in a City Manager. She said that she is an Elected Official.  
She didn’t apply for a job and get it because you voted for her and that says 
that anybody that she is working with has to be qualified to do their job.  So 
when he was hired he had to know more than we know.  The Comptroller 
went on vacation but she sat here for an hour working on the Budget and she 
knew the answer to every question.  It’s time to stop playing this game and act 
like we are doing what we are supposed to be doing which is to bring money 
into this City.  Just because she can read and write and say that something isn’t 
working doesn’t mean that she is bringing any kind of funding into this City.  



The problem is that the Council hasn’t directed him or given him the tools to 
go after these PILOT’s to bring money into this City so that you could have 
jobs.  That is the problem and that is going to stand no matter who comes into 
this City.  We have had five or six City Managers in seven years and that is 
outrageous.  She never expected that resolution to be approved tonight and she 
came here expecting to have to fight for it.  She expected the Council to tell her 
that they couldn’t vote on it tonight or they didn’t read it yet but the reason 
they didn’t vote on it is because they are scared.   You have to be able to look 
people in their face and say yes or no.  We need some assistance and if these 
major entities can’t give us any funding because they want to and if we can’t 
get it legally then she has absolutely no use for them because people are not 
going to want to talk to her if she tells them that their taxes are being raised 
80%.  Don’t sit there and act like what she is saying is a little bit off the wall 
and maybe it shouldn’t happen but taxes are going to be raised if they don’t 
start developing the mindset that their job is to bring money into this City.  No 
matter how much you look at it or try to cut it you can’t do anything with 
nothing.  We need to leave it where it is, continue fixing it and move forward 
and that is how you show Washington and Albany that you are stable.  She 
thanked everyone for coming tonight. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy said that there are all kinds of things going on and she 
got into this job because of the high taxes here.  One of her jobs is to help get 
these taxes under control.  She is very focused on Budget items and how to 
keep the tax cap in place.  There are things going on that we need to make sure 
of not only this year but in years coming as there are a lot of issues here that 
need to be laid out and dealt with and they will try to do that in some kind of 
reasonable and sensible way.  She knows that early in the year Councilwoman 
Lee suggested that she was writing a proposal to bring money into the City but 
she has yet to see that proposal.   One of the things that we need to understand 
is that there are non-profit organizations all across America that have tax 
exemption status so to discriminate against three of them and say that they 
will pay PILOT’s but the rest of them don’t is a practice in discrimination.  If 
we are going to have PILOT’s then all of the non-profits in the City need to 
have a PILOT schedule.  If we want to have that conversation then we need to 
have it across the board and not pick out the ones that some particular person 
doesn’t like or want to deal with. We need to start talking about how you fairly 
distribute it. Secondly, PILOT’s are not what is going to pull this City out of 
this hole.  Jobs and business development is going to bring this City out of the 
hole.  We need real economic development in this City and that is going to 
happen by bringing new business into the City.  This City has struggled for 
nearly fifty years and every time some business wants to come in someone 
challenges them.  IBM wanted to come here in the 1960’s and a lot of people 
were upset about it but we can see what happen across the river because of 
that.  That same fear that someone is going to come here from outside the City 



has stopped this City over and over again.  If anyone thinks that we are going 
to develop this City all by ourselves, then why hasn’t it already happened?  
We can’t develop it all by ourselves because we need partnerships, help, other 
people and outside money.  People don’t just come here to hand over money. 
They come here because a business makes money.  They have to be profitable 
or they don’t stay here.  We better get business focused and help so everyone 
here gets the jobs that they are looking for.  She said that there are several 
businesses that want to work with us but they want the City to be safe and 
clean.  They also want to know that we will work with them and not create a 
year and a half process that they have to go through.  We have been working 
on streamlining our City processes and that is one thing that has happened 
this year that is really positive.  We also have to work on holding the line on 
taxes. Our pension payments are going to go up.  Health insurance is going to 
go up this year and every year so we have to get creative about how we are 
going to manage this City.  We may have to dissolve organizations and a lot of 
things because cities across America are in trouble.  If we just keep 
rearranging the deck chairs while the boat is sinking, it is not going work.  We 
really have to get some out of the box thinking to get things turned around 
here.  In regard to CDBG money, as far as she knows no CDBG money has 
gone to the Greater Newburgh Partnership.  In fact, the Grater Newburgh 
Partnership has donated money, work and labor to clean up lots all over this 
City.  That is the kind of partnership we are trying to create with people across 
the City.  She has heard a lot of negative things about Land Banks but 
Councilman Dillard has sat on that Land Bank Board from the get go and she 
has attended every meeting so nobody is trying to take property away from 
people.  In fact, she sat with Madeline Fletcher from Pathstone and they are 
working on a process right now on how we can help people in this City own 
those properties.  All these fear tactics that someone is putting out there that 
we are taking homes away and creating all this chaos is not happening.  In 
terms of Newburgh Builds Newburgh, nobody is trying to sabotage this job 
process.  We are trying to evaluate what that program is doing to make sure 
that we actually deliver jobs. It is not about more training because we have 
already provided the training.  Now we need people to get real jobs out of that 
training so that is being evaluated.  We are working on it and we just had a 
meeting today with Councilwoman Lee so she knows exactly what we are 
doing here.  Newburgh Builds Newburgh is not an organization it is a concept 
and it is a great concept.  In terms of the City Manager and breaking contracts, 
not one person sitting at this Council table that she is aware of has suggested 
that we break any contract.   That contract is good until January 23rd and we 
intend to honor that contract to its fullest.  Nobody has suggested that we 
break a contract or that we fire the City Manager.  It is absolute hearsay to say 
it and it is not what is on the table here.  She wants to make sure that everyone 
understands that the City has been moving forward.  There are a lot of people 
who are coming forward to do things.  In City Hall we haven’t made that many 



changes but in the City itself people are working hard to make all kinds of 
changes.  Just like this Save Our Streets Program people are working hard to 
do something that is positive and great in this City.  We are not standing still 
and things are moving.  In February, we passed a resolution allowing our 
residents to make payments on their back taxes which they couldn’t do before. 
We are working very hard to try to keep people in their houses.  We just 
pulled a property off of one of our sales because we are trying to work 
something out to get someone back into their home.  We had another meeting 
just last week so someone else could get back in their house so we have been 
working hard to do that.  She doesn’t want to take property from anyone 
because that hurts her to the core.  In terms of not putting things on the 
agenda, it frustrates her when people put their ideas into her mouth.  She did 
not say anything about being afraid to address an issue and she doesn’t 
believe that anyone else here said that either.  It is frustrating to be handed a 
document and to be pushed and bullied into doing something that she hasn’t 
had a chance to read or think about.  That is absolute bullying and she is not 
going to stand for it for one minute so she is not going to be forced into 
something like that.  She added on a positive note that Unico Park was very 
nicely done with DPW helping Councilwoman Angelo plant all of those 
flowers but then they had people go over there and pull out the flowers and 
destroy what someone else put a lot of hard work into and that is not right.  If 
you want to help keep this City clean and neat you can partner with everyone 
to protect the work that is being done so that we don’t have to keep doing it 
over and over again.  They need to put together a strategic plan on how to 
really work with our partners and DPW on putting together a plan to keep this 
City clean.  She thanked everyone for being here and supporting them tonight. 
 
 There being no further comments this portion of the meeting was 
closed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 City Manager, Richard Herbek, presented the proposed 2013 Budget to 
the Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

























 There being no further business to come before the Council the meeting 
adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 
 
      LORENE VITEK 
      CITY CLERK 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


