
 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Monday, November 22, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. at the City of Newburgh 
Activity Center, 401 Washington Street, Newburgh, NY 12550 
 
 The Prayer was led by Rev. Dr. Benilda Jones and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Councilwoman Bell. 
 
 
 Present: Mayor Valentine, presiding; Councilwoman Angelo, 
Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard–5 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the minutes of the regular meeting of November 8, 2010 be approved. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 

REPORTS 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the City Clerk’s Report, the Registrar of Vital Statistics Report and the Civil 
Service Report for the month of October be received, filed and made available 
to the Press. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the Notice of Pendency, Summons & Amended Complaint and Notice of 
Claim be referred to Corporation Counsel with power to act. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 



PROPOSED PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.: 258-2010 
 

OF 
 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTOIN SCHEDULING A PUBLIC HEARING 
FOR DECEMBER 13, 2010 TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENT 

CONCERNING A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 150 
ENTITLED “DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS” 

OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that there is hereby scheduled a public hearing to receive 
comments concerning a local law amending Chapter 150 entitled “Dogs and 
Other Animals” within the Code of the City of Newburgh; and that such public 
hearing be and hereby is duly set for the next regular meeting of the Council to 
be held at 7:00 p.m. on the 13th day of December, 2010 in the City Council 
Chambers, 3rd Floor, City Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

























COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Mayor Valentine noted that there was an article in the newspaper 
Saturday that inadvertently said that the negotiations with the Fire 
Department would come to a decision on Monday which is not true.  There are 
two Budgets tonight; a Budget that was presented by the City Manager back in 
September and the twelve positions were not included in that Budget.  The 
Amended Budget that we could vote on tonight if we do not vote on the City 
Manager’s Budget is with corrections, changes and approvals from the State of 
New York.  He said that it is important to know that we are not on our own.  
On this Budget we needed the approval of the New York State Comptroller’s 
Office which we received on November 18th.  The changes that were made 
were in a response that the Comptroller’s Office sent to us on November 10th.  
Those changes are incorporated in the Amended Budget.  In the Amended 
Budget tonight that this Council could vote on, the twelve positions are not in 
that Budget.  What that means is that as of last Thursday and following 
conversation that he had with the City Manager today there are still 
negotiations between the Union for the Firefighters and the City Manager.  
They are ongoing and they are not over.  No decision will be made tonight 
regarding that contractual agreement because it still has to be finalized 
between the City Manager and the Union and then it has to be brought to the 
City Council for a vote one way or the other. Understand that during their 
voting this evening as an elected body they will not be making a change to 
that Amended Budget.  Lastly, if there are not three votes for this amended 
Budget that means that the Proposed Budget made by the City Manager would 
become law effective tonight.  We cannot leave without either one or the other 
Budget being approved.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that before we receive comments we should 
have a comparison between the original Budget and this one. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that the Proposed Budget 
that was filed back in September has a tax levy of $18,660,939.00 and the 
amended is $18,807,484.00.  The homestead assessments remain unchanged at 
$746,815,200.00 and the non-homestead at $140,403,011.00.  The tax levy 
increase that was proposed in September is 41% and the tax levy on the 
amended is 42% so it is up slightly.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell noted that there is not a lot of difference between 
the Proposed Budget and the amended one.   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that because of the correspondence from the 
Comptroller’s Office we then had to add even more to the tax levy because the 



original letter from the Comptroller’s Office stated approximately 1.1 million 
dollars that they felt we could not explain and back up in the way of getting 
revenue. We then went line by line and got back to the Comptroller’s Office 
and brought that number down to about $122,000.00 so that is where you see 
that slight increase of about 1%.  In that explanation to the State Comptroller’s 
Office, they approved both our explanation and what we were doing to make 
the adjustments to the Budget.   There is not a lot of difference between the 
two and there are not a lot of changes within the meat of the Budget.  It is more 
just a revenue and expenditure combination than anything else.   
 
 Don Debar said that he has been following the Fire Department cuts 
and it frightens him and reminds him of something that happened in a 
presentation that documented from 1969 to the early 80’s when the City of 
New York consistently withheld services, particularly fire services, to 
communities in the city.  This slowed the response time down enough so that 
when the crews got there it was too late for the building and then within a few 
months there were burned out vacant blocks.  This was the most effective 
urban removal program that the City of New York ever used. Certain areas of 
the City were targeted because the real estate was wanted so they withheld fire 
services and removed the call boxes which were part of slowing the fire 
department down.  He implored the City Council to remember that when they 
go through this Budget that they are going to lose large parts of this city if they 
cut a dime from the Fire Department. 
 
 Lillie Howard, City of Newburgh said that in 2007 when she ran for 
Mayor she promised to have a forensic audit done to see what was going on 
with the money in the city and now you see what she was talking about.  
Remember that we need the Fire Department as well as the Police Department.  
She hopes and prays that down the road we don’t have some firemen or 
anyone whose lives have been lost because of cutbacks in the Fire Department.  
We have to work together to turn this city around and stop the hatred and 
animosity against one another.  We are all human beings so we have to work 
on turning this city around to make it become what it once was known as “The 
All American City”. 
 
 Yaakov Sullivan, 21 Overlook Place submitted and read the attached 
statement (copy attached). 
 
 Virginia, City of Newburgh said that she doesn’t understand most of 
what is being talked about.  She has worked in the City of Newburgh for 
about fifteen years and she owns a home and has raised her children here. She 
has friends who don’t live in the City of Newburgh who pay less tax than she 
does and they have more land.  She does what she has to stay in her home and 
felt lucky that she still has a home but now she is scared that there won’t be a 



fireman to come to her home if there is a fire or a police officer if there is a 
crime.  Will there be water and heat in her home if she can’t afford to pay the 
bill?  She is not sure what is going to happen.  Last year the services were 
fabulous during the huge snowstorm that we had but this year she keeps 
moving her car from one side of the street to the other and she doesn’t know 
when the last time was that she saw someone clean her street.   
 
 Lorraine Robinson, City of Newburgh said that she loves all of the 
firefighters.  They saved her father when he went back into his house to get 
religious items and his cat and they gave him oxygen.  We need to keep the 
fire station open to save lives and instead we should close the Imperial 400 
Motel where there are child molesters and drug dealers and it is a house of 
prostitution.  This fire station came to her when her smoke detector was 
beeping and she was scared. One fire station is not enough in this City.  What 
will the department do if there are two buildings next to each other that are on 
fire which one do they save?  God forbid there was a fire in one of the Council 
member’s buildings and the fire department on Grand Street was busy with 
another fire where do they go?  She feels that removing fire boxes would be 
horrendous because they are attached to Hospitals, places of worship and 
schools.   
 
 Barbara Smith, Powell Avenue said that the Council was told by 
auditors when they wanted a bond to be issued that the City’s revenues are 
generated on a large part by real estate property taxes and there can be no 
assurance that such tax revenues over time will be maintained at any level or 
received on a timely basis by the city.  General economic conditions affecting 
the City including unemployment, inflation and unexpected events such as 
termination of major commercial operations in the city or a natural catastrophe 
could adversely affect both the assessed value of land within the city and the 
ability to make timely payments of their taxes.  That is what the Council was 
advised when they went to bond in 2008.  Further comments were submitted 
and read by Ms. Smith.  (copy attached) 
 
 Janet Gianopoulos said that she appreciates the firefighters and this is 
an extremely tough Budget but whether there is a 69% or 79% impact she 
would rather see it as a move toward right sizing.  She heard someone mention 
that there will be a cascading effect and there is another large impact on the 
school system. There are eight properties within the City of Newburgh that 
belong to the Newburgh Enlarged City School District and we have to pay 
taxes for that system as well.  She thinks we need to look at right sizing and do 
what is ours to do and face the fact that these types of changes are happening 
all over the Country.  She hopes that for the next year everything will be 
carefully looked at so that perhaps we can further right size and get a tax that 
in the future people will be living with and that the city will be moving 



upward.  She is very happy in the City of Newburgh and she hopes that she 
can stay. 
 
 Gay Lee, City of Newburgh said that she is not happy and this Budget is 
outrageous.  It has done nothing but confuse everyone and she doesn’t 
understand how services can be cut and taxes increased again.  She thinks that 
when the Budget is approved you will be sending a loud message to the voters 
and they should take the Mayor’s advice to vote them out if we don’t like what 
we see.  We need to put this to a stop and let our voices be heard.  Every 
election they come around asking for our votes and making promises.  We 
need to make sure in this new election that we have people who are not 
interested in draining the pockets of this city of its residents and services.  
This needs to stop and we need to get rid of anyone who votes for this Budget 
and get rid of the City Manager who actually put this together.   
 
 Timothy Hayzill, City of Newburgh said that Newburgh is one of the 
most dangerous cities in the State of New York and Census track four and five 
is one of the most economically depressed areas in the State. An increase in 
taxes will increase crime and put people out on the streets.  We will turn into 
Beirut.  They are firing firemen and adding police because they know what’s 
coming.  This has to change because we can’t keep living like this so come 
time to vote we have to straighten things out. 
 
 Michael Sussman, Chester said that he was Chairman of the Newburgh 
Community Action Committee for five years and is now a member of the 
Board.  Newburgh is not acting in isolation and the decisions will have 
profound impacts on the citizens as well as send a message about poor 
institutions across the Country.  The message has to be very clear from the 
elected officials, County officials and State and Federal Officials.  We have no 
progressive taxation in New York State.  We spend a hundred billion dollars a 
year in wars that have no legitimate purpose.  We are operating here by 
distributing crumbs from one pile to another without vision of the broader 
social and economic policies that are affecting everyone in this room.  There is 
no industry and it is hard to survive with no engine. Where this is no vision 
the people perish and there is no vision.  The Council should not pass any 
Budget tonight.  They should pass an emergency measure tonight directed to 
the State of New York and Orange County that says we are in no position to 
pass a Budget.  We cannot in good conscience lay off members of the Fire 
Department or Police Department.  They must speak to the County Executive 
and the newly elected Governor. 
 
 Katha Jackson, 5 Odell Street said that she has lived here for most of her 
life and she fell for the campaign promises hook, line and sinker.   Like a lot of 
Americans today she is losing trust in the Politicians so she is going to fight 



and not take this anymore.  When she heard that taxes will be going up 60% 
she wonders what they are paying for.  There are no playgrounds for the kids 
and they have to worry about gangs and guns.  What do we have here that 
constitute such a humongous tax increase?  She is sure that this city has been 
given plenty of grant money and she doesn’t understand what happened to 
that money.  They need to know how the money is broken down.  Why lay-off 
the firefighters and police officers?  It has been the same song in the City of 
Newburgh over and over again and nothing has been resolved.   
 
 Jack Carlstrom, City of Newburgh said that he is 83 years old and he 
knows that the Fire Department, Police Department and CSEA didn’t cause 
this problem. It was caused by the inability to govern with a unified force.  
This will have a big effect on anyone coming to this city and they would have 
to be a fool to come here with no police and fire department.   
 
 Cynthia Fraley, Grand Street said that she moved to Newburgh on 
purpose six years ago.  A lot of the vacant buildings in the city are owned by 
the city so if we cut the Fire Department then those buildings are going to 
burn down which she thinks is insane.  She was robbed a few weeks ago and 
was told by the police that the crime rate is up and the criminals know it so if 
there is a stabbing or shooting in the city then there will not be enough 
officers for someone to go to her house.  She lives near the Old Town 
Cemetery and following a storm there were tree branches from a large tree that 
came down sitting on the tombstones for weeks before they were removed.  
That cemetery is from 1713 and she feels that that is so disrespectful to the 
history of this city.  There is also a mausoleum at that cemetery that was 
vandalized and broken into over a year ago and nobody has bothered to close 
the crypt which she feels is criminal negligence.   She also lives near a 
building that blew up and burned down to the ground about two years ago.  
The owners of that property have been allowed to let that building sit in that 
state which has become a dumping ground so how can we expect the people 
who live across from it to have any self respect.  We had an outside auditor 
come in and re-assess everyone and if that passes then we could all ban 
together, have a civil lawsuit and have that tax increase money put into an 
escrow.  She has worked so hard on a building that no one has every lived in 
and every dime she has goes into it.  She thinks it is criminal that they want to 
take more money from her for working on her property to make it livable.  
 
 Ms. McNally read the remainder of the statement submitted by Barbara 
Smith.  She noted that she grew up in Newburgh.  She left but returned seven 
years ago and was shocked at the changes that this city has incurred.  Her 
parents are elderly and own a home here.  They can’t afford even a 41% tax 
increase which is immoral.  Someone mentioned earlier about a forensic 
analysis accountability of this city and she agrees that it should be done.  



Where is the money being spent?  You are going to drive the homeowners out 
of the city.  She has heard that either way one Budget or the other will be 
passed tonight so she feels that they are being told that they have no voice.  
 
 Ariyike Diggs, 10 Bayview Terrace said that what is going on in 
Newburgh is not normal and wished to compare some numbers.  In Beacon, 
their deficit is 1.8 million dollars.  In Newburgh, we are about 15 million.  In 
Beacon, their taxes are going to go up by about 27% but after the assessment of 
houses was done to show that the values have gone down, they will be paying 
an 18% increase compared to what she understands is now 69% for Newburgh.  
To break that down a little more, if you own a house that is valued at 
$300,000.00 in Beacon they will pay $303.00 more next year but for that same 
house in Newburgh you will pay $1,429.00 more.  In Beacon they are not 
having any lay-offs from their workforce where in Newburgh fifty-eight 
people will be laid off.  In terms of violent crime, FBI statistics for 2008 
showed that Newburgh was listed as Number One in New York State. 
 
 Sam Conte, Local 589 said that the Fire Department has been 
negotiating for eighteen months to try to get somewhere with the City 
Manager to no avail and the Mayor now says that what we couldn’t achieve in 
that time we will achieve in the next month.  We have to get the City Manager 
to negotiate in good faith and get things going.  The Fire Department has 
offered a million dollars in give-backs for the next two years to keep the 
services, to keep the City safe, to keep Engine Three open and to keep twelve 
firefighters from being laid-off who have bought homes here and who are 
dedicated to the City of Newburgh.  He thanked all the firefighters who came 
tonight to support them.  They want to give the City a ray of hope which is 
why they have offered these concessions to keep public safety but it has fallen 
on deaf ears.  No matter what they brought to the table it has been rejected.  If 
they haven’t been able to do this in eighteen months, he doesn’t know how 
they are going to get it done in one month. 
 
 Noah Spencer, said that he brought his business here from Chester back 
in 2004 and right away the block his business is on was made into a no parking 
zone. They fought that for six months and as a result he lost business.  He was 
a Legislator for four years and his district was Chester, Warwick, Monroe and 
Tuxedo.   He sat on committees that each month had grants available for 
Orange County and every time a company came in for an IDA grant they were 
ushered outside of Newburgh so why was no one there from Newburgh 
lobbying for that.  When the College was coming here he voted for the other 
part of the City of Newburgh but it was up to the last day that anyone from the 
City of Newburgh campaigned to get the College in the middle of Broadway. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that that is not true. 



 Mr. Spencer said that he has to pay the taxes here too and each time a 
company tries to come into Newburgh there is nobody lobbying. He knows 
what we are facing and he suggested that they start lobbying the County and 
start getting businesses here so that our infrastructure can be taken care of, our 
taxes can be paid by those corporations and jobs can be created. 
 
 Aquanetta Wright, 197 N. Miller Street said that she ran for County 
Legislator but lost four to one to Harvey Burger who is never in the room and 
has never attended one Economic Development meeting this year or last year.  
If people want to know where the money is, it’s not coming here through him.  
She has been coming to these meetings for twelve years and realized that 
nothing is going to change no matter what we say or do.  She agrees with Ms. 
Smith’s comments to apply for tax breaks because her partner is a senior 
citizen and a disabled vet so they will be applying for tax cuts this year where 
they have never applied for them before.  There is no difference from last year.  
It is the same picture to lay-off people and raise taxes.  What’s different?  What 
will be different next year?  We need to come up with some creative ways for 
fees.  She sees that cuts are being made to emergency services but what about 
non-emergency services?  Let’s look at some of those people and not the 
people who can protect us in a fire.  If we don’t vote tonight, what can we do? 
 
 Pat Berardinelli, City of Newburgh and Orange County Legislator said 
that a week or so ago he sat with the Council and gave them some ideas that he 
thought might be worthy of bringing back to Goshen and the only comment 
he received was a question of why the County isn’t doing more for Newburgh 
which came down to sales tax.  He wants the record to be set straight.  The 
proposed amount of money that the County will be giving to Newburgh is 
$8,298,106.00 which is more than any other municipality will be getting.  The 
City of Newburgh has a thirty-nine million dollar Budget and if you take eight 
million dollars off of that how does that justify a 41-42% increase in taxes and 
the threat of losing firemen, police, sanitation and homeowners.  He is not 
here to make accusations just to set the record straight on the amount of money 
and what the County is doing for the City of Newburgh.  It would be great if 
we could do more but that will be up to the three cities when they negotiate 
for a new Sales Tax Revenue Sharing Contract.  Some of the accusations that 
are being made are true and others are not.  He reiterated a previous comment 
that this didn’t just happen overnight.   He wished the Council well and agrees 
with the people that this should not be passed. Send it back to Albany and tell 
them that you need help. 
 
 Karen Mejia, City of Newburgh thanked the Council for their services 
as well as the department heads and city workers who reside in the City.  She 
said if she could she would change the Charter so that we are not sitting at 
meetings hearing elected officials say that unless one Council member has two 



additional votes or a three vote it is invalid.  She would change the meeting 
format so that at every Council meeting we are discussing the Budget, safety 
issues with reports from police and fire and economic development 
opportunities.  She would find out where the money has gone and file 
lawsuits and hold individuals accountable.  She will be telling her fellow 
neighbors to be active, engaged, involved and vocal.  She hopes that we are not 
here again next year with another 70% increase. 
 
 Gabrielle representing her parents who have been residents in the City 
of Newburgh since 1959 said that they are living on a fixed income and this tax 
hike would be devastating not only to them but to many people in this city.  
We all know that this problem didn’t just start yesterday but it is time for us to 
get busy and fix it.  She personally has experienced two fires in two different 
homes and to cut fire safety to her is ridiculous.  To think that someone could 
die just because the firefighters aren’t getting the support is just unbelievable.  
In most businesses, the fat is trimmed first so wherever the fat is we need to 
look at it.  Councilwoman Bell has some great ideas about cutting some people 
from full-time to part-time instead of losing their jobs.  We have to think 
about the future of our children so we have to get down to business and fix 
this.  We don’t want to be here next year singing the same song. 
 
 Roxie Royal, City of Newburgh said that she was speaking for the 
senior citizens in this city and they cannot afford any more taxes.  What are we 
paying for?  They are going to cut firemen, police and public works.  Just drive 
around this city and you will see what we need. If you cut the Public Works 
Department, you won’t be able to walk the streets or drive.  All of our safety is 
at risk with the cutting of police and firemen.  We all know the crime rate in 
the City of Newburgh and this city cannot afford any more cuts.  We are all 
saying the same thing and if things go as Mayor Valentine noted earlier then 
we should have just stayed in our seats. He said that a Budget will be passed 
tonight whether it is the amended or proposed and she hopes that they will 
reconsider that. 
 
 Denise Ribble, City of Newburgh submitted and read the attached 
statement.  (copy attached) 
 
 Michael Gabor, Grand Street said that he is a resident and he has a 
business here and he feels that he is looking dumber every day for making the 
decision to live here in this city and for attending every single Council 
meeting for the past fifteen years where he feels he has basically been ignored.  
The last time the city had a decent Budget was ten years ago.  There are two 
people on the Council that he feels have constantly voted on the wrong side of 
everything.  It is now personal because they are destroying the lives and 
dreams of the people in this city.  He asked what we are getting for our money.  



The Acting City Manager is getting $160,000.00.  Do you know how many 
people would apply if you put that out there?  There are a lot of people that 
would jump for that job with that salary.  Instead we have someone who plays 
the game and continues to put this city in the dumpster.  He doesn’t even live 
here and he has to understand that we have to do something more than raise 
our taxes.  Why are we going bankrupt?  The Council has to go to a higher 
level to get support because we cannot accept this Budget as it stands.  
 
 Chet Hayes, retired firefighter for the City of Newburgh said that every 
one of these guys is great.  They are the best we’ve got and God forbid that 
there arises any death or injury from any lay-offs because that will rest on the 
shoulders of the City Council and they will have to sleep with that at night.  
 
 Kevin Burke, Downing Film Center said that as the Council makes this 
vote tonight they need to ask themselves if they are voting with courage or 
with reservation.  We want leaders who are courageous and who have vision. 
 
 There being no further comments this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 RESOLUTION NO.: 259 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF NEWBURGH AND REGENT CONSULTANTS 

CORPORATION  FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES IN THE 
AREA OF THE CITY’S INSURANCE PROGRAM AND RISK 

MANAGEMENT 
 

 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 189-2009 of December 14, 2009 City of 
Newburgh entered into an agreement with Regent Consultants Corporation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement is for providing assistance in the review of the 
City’s insurance program and risk management in the form of consulting 
services at the rate of $3,000.00 per month; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said agreement is about to expire on December 31, 2010 and it 
is now necessary to extend this agreement for an additional two months; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that extending this agreement is 
in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
extend the agreement with Regent Consultants Corporation for an additional 
two months, in substantially the same form as annexed hereto with any other 
provision that Counsel may require, at a rate of 3,000.00, the cost shall be derived 
from M.1710.0400 for consulting services in the review of the City’s insurance 
program and risk management. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard,  Mayor Valentine – 5 
 
 
 























RESOLUTION NO.: 260 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO A SUPPLEMENTAL LETTER AGREEMENT WITH THE 

CITY OF NEWBURGH INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
IN FURTHERANCE OF THE INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENT 

WHICH WAS EXECUTED PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY 
GRANTED UNDER RESOLUTION NO.: 201-2005 OF SEPTEMBER 26, 2005 

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011 
 
 

WHEREAS, by Resolution No.: 201-2005 of September 26, 2005, the City 
Council authorized the City Manager to enter into an agreement with the City of 
Newburgh Industrial Development Agency authorizing the mutual cooperative 
exercise of their respective municipal and lawful powers for projects and 
purposes in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; and 
 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to supplement said agreement for 
calendar year 2011; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that entering into a 
supplemental letter agreement is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh 
and the City of Newburgh Industrial Development Agency; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and is authorized to enter into a 
supplemental letter agreement with the City of Newburgh Industrial 
Development Agency in furtherance of the Inter-Agency Agreement which was 
executed pursuant to authority granted under Resolution No.: 201-2005 of 
September 26, 2005, for calendar year 2011.                        
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 







RESOLUTION NO.: 261 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPLEMENT TO RESOLUTION NO.: 244-2010 
OF NOVEMBER 8, 2010 APPROVING THE CITY OF NEWBURGH’S 
CONSOLIDATED HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, this Council, by Resolution No.: 244-2010 of November 8, 
2010, approved the City of Newburgh’s Consolidated Housing and Community 
Development Strategy and Action Plan for fiscal year 2011; and 
 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is necessary and proper to 
establish an itemized listing of the budgeted items; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed such itemized listing attached 
hereto and made a part of this resolution and has determined that adopting the 
same is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, hereby adopts the itemized listing attached hereto and 
made a part of this resolution in furtherance and in supplement to Resolution 
No.: 244-2010 of November 8, 2010 approving the City of Newburgh’s 
Consolidated Housing and Community Development Strategy and Action Plan 
for fiscal year 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 









RESOLUTION NO.:  262 -2010 
 

OF 
 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION SETTING A DATE FOR THE NEXT CITY OF NEWBURGH 
PROPERTY AUCTION AND ESTABLISHING THE GENERAL TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS THEREFOR 
 

 WHEREAS, this Council wishes to set the date for the next City Property 
Auction and to establish the general terms and conditions of such Auction; now, 
therefore 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that this Council hereby sets the date of April 14, 2011 
for the next City Property Auction and establishes the following general terms 
and conditions therefor: 
 
 1.  Approximately one hundred (100) City-owned properties shall be 
offered for sale at auction, by sealed bid or by negotiation; the list of auction 
properties to be determined at a City Council meeting in February 2011; and  
 
 2.  There shall be no owner-occupancy restrictions placed on sale of 
properties at auction; and 
 
 3.  Improved properties sold at auction shall be rehabilitated within 
twenty-four (24) months of title closing. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that this resolution needs to not be a way for 
selected people to get selected properties because that has gone on for years 
and we see that the city has gained no benefit from it.  It is very important that 
the process is followed.  The stipulation that none of the properties have an 
occupancy requirement can’t be.  She wants to be clear that we observe 
everything. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that in this auction there is a stipulation that some 
can be made by a sealed bid or by negotiations which are separate from the 
auction and could have a home ownership clause.  Some are appropriate for 
home ownership and we will be able to pull those out.  When you are at an 
auction there is a lot of interest in purchasing properties for investment.  We 
will be looking at all of these properties by February or March and we will 
pull some out for sealed bids and home ownership and the others will be sold 



at auction.  Part of what they were able to negotiate with the State 
Comptroller’s Office on the amount of money that they can raise by an auction 
is paramount to this resolution being passed.  If it is not passed, it will affect 
almost $300,000.00 of a tax because we are saying that we can raise this by 
having an auction next April which is why we are putting this in place right 
now. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that she would like to recommend to Mr. 
Lynch that he start marketing this auction immediately because we need to get 
people into this city. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman 
Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 4 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bell – 1 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:   263 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF NEWBURGH TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE 2010-2011 LOCAL GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY 
GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE NORTHEAST ORANGE COUNTY 

WATER SUPPLY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND SUPPORTING THE 
JOINT APPLICATION BY THE NORTHEAST ORANGE COUNTY WATER 

SUPPLY FEASIBILITY STUDY GROUP TO THE NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR SUCH GRANT, FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
SEEKING FUNDING FOR AN IMPLEMENTATION PLAN RELATED TO 

THE SHARED REGIONAL WATER PROJECT OF INTEREST TO SPECIFIC 
MUNICIPALITIES LOCATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN SECTION OF 

ORANGE COUNTY 
 
 

WHEREAS, the members of the Northeast Orange County Study Group, 
being Orange County, the Orange County Water Authority, the City of 
Newburgh, the Town of Newburgh and the Town of New Windsor, share a 
particular interest in water supply and the prospects of constructing a “regional” 
water treatment facility which would serve the multiple municipalities in the 
Northeast section of the County and would provide a sustainable return on 
investment for all involved parties.  Such a project would be consistent with the 
County’s priority concept; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh is a member of the Northeast Orange 
County Study Group, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Orange County Water Authority (“Authority”) will be the 
lead applicant for this grant application; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Authority will be the source of the 10% cash match 
required in the application regulations by New York State Department of State, 
and the maximum funding request to the Local Government Efficiency Grant 
Program for this feasibility study will not exceed $450,000; now be it hereby 
 
 
 
 



RESOLVED:  
 

1. The City of Newburgh will participate as co-applicant in the above 
specified application and the scope of work includes a feasibility study for 
the above mentioned project; 

2. The City of Newburgh intends to enter into an inter-municipal agreement 
which will describe the scope of the shared services in detail; 

3. The City Manager is designated as the representative authorized to act on 
behalf of the City of Newburgh on all matters related to this grant 
application.  

 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:  264 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE AMENDED BUDGET 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2011 

 
WHEREAS, the City Manager, on October 4, 2010, submitted to the City 

Council of the City of Newburgh, New York, a detailed estimate, including the 
“Manager’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2011 Budget” and the “Manager’s Proposed 
Personnel Analysis Book” of same date, of revenues and expenditures necessary 
and proper for all municipal activities accounted for in the General, Water, 
Sewer, Sanitation and Self-Insurance Funds during the fiscal year of 2011; and, 
 

WHEREAS, such detailed estimates has been filed in the City Clerk’s 
Office as required by the Charter of the City of Newburgh so that said estimates 
may be inspected by anyone interested, and a public hearing was held on 
November 8, 2010 in reference to said estimates for any item thereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council has made such changes, alteration, corrections 
and amendments to the said budget as it appears to said Council to be proper, 
including incorporating such changes as deemed necessary in response to the 
New York State Office of the State Comptroller’s budget review report #B8-10-23 
dated November 10, 2010.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York does hereby approve, determine and adopts the budget 
for the year 2011 as appears in the annexed “City Council Adopted Fiscal Year 
2011 Budget” dated November 22, 2010, and the “City Council Adopted 
Personnel Analysis Fiscal Year 2011 Budget” of same date; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $18,807,484 be levied and 
raised on account of City taxes for the year 2011 on all the taxable property in the 
City of Newburgh according to the valuation of the last assessment roll of said 
City for State, County and City purposes, being $746,815,200 for Homestead 
Properties and $440,303,011 for Non-Homestead Properties, including special 
franchise assessments, in accordance with the Real Property Tax Law of the State 
of New York; and, 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Collector is authorized and 
directed to cause said amount of $18,807,484 to be extended and apportioned on 
said assessment roll at $14.0941 for Homestead properties and $18.8091 for Non-
Homestead Properties on every $1,000 of taxable real property, including special 
franchise assessments; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the required sewer, water and 
sanitation fees for the taxable and non-taxable properties for the year 2011 is as 
set forth in Section 163-3 of the City Code of Ordinances; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Collector is authorized and 
directed to cause any and all amounts reported as omitted taxes to be levied 
against the real property subject to said omitted taxes and to cause the amounts 
reported by the City Collector as overdue and unpaid water rents, sewer rents 
and sanitation user fees, and unpaid charges of property abatement, with the 
interest and penalties thereon, to be added to the tax levied against the real 
property for which or in connection with which such water, sewer and sanitation 
was provided; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said City tax roll shall be delivered to 
the City Collector on the 2nd day of January 2011, signed by the City Manager 
and under the seal of the City, directing and commanding said City Collector to 
receive and collect in the manner provided by the law for the levying and 
collecting of County taxes by City Collectors, these several amounts in the roll 
specified as against the persons or property therein mentioned and described, 
and that said warrant shall direct the City Collector to collect said assessments in 
four equal installments as follows: 
 
 The first installment commencing on the 3rd day of January 2011, and 
collect up to and including the 1st day of February 2011, without fees, and to add 
5% from the 2nd day of February 2011, up to and including the 3rd day of April 
2011. 
 
 The second installment commencing on the 1st day of March 2011, and 
collect up to and including the 1st day of April 2011, without fees, and to add 5% 
from the 2nd day of April 2011, up to and including the 30th day of May 2011. 
 
 The third installment commencing on the 1st day of May 2011, and collect 
up to and including the 1st day of June 2011, without fees, and to add 5% from 
the 2nd day of June 2011, up to and including the 31st day of July, 2011. 
 



 The fourth installment commencing on the 1st day of July 2011, and collect 
up to and including the 1st day of August 2011, without fees, and to add 5% from 
the 2nd day of August 2011, up to and including the 29th day of September, 2011. 
 
 In addition thereto, for all late payments remaining unpaid for ninety (90) 
days after the first date designated for the collection of same, there shall be 
added an additional penalty in the amount of 10% per annum computed from 
said first date of collection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the amounts, when collected, be 
deposited daily with the Key Bank of NY, N.A., Bank of America, TD Bank, 
Citizens, or in any of the said banks in compliance with the requirements set 
forth in the Newburgh Fiscal Recovery Act by said City Comptroller and 
credited and applied to the General, Water, Sewer, Sanitation and Self-Insurance 
Funds and accounts as stated in the Adopted Budget for taxes now confirmed 
and approved by said City Council, including credit balances heretofore 
appropriated. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bell moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded to table 
the resolution. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello – 2 
 Nays – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine-3 
 DEFEATED 
 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek read the resolution to the 
audience. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that this is obscene and immoral.  She stated 
last year when there was a huge property tax increase that this was not the way 
that we should proceed in terms of raising revenue in this city and that we 
needed to be creative and think out of the box because it could not happen 
again this year.  She personally made a lot of suggestions as well as 
Councilwoman Bello and the residents and every one of those suggestions was 
greeted with, “Can’t do that”.  We can’t do this because the taxpayers and 
residents will have their belongings sitting on the lawn.  With a 71% raise the 
people are not going to be able to pay it and the city will be in a worse position 
than it is in now.  This will make half of this city homeless because when the 
landlords get the increases then they will pass it on to their tenants and she 
knows that the tenants in this city cannot afford to pay one more dime.  For the 
taxpayers a lot of their homes are going to go into foreclosure from this 
irresponsible act.  To go a whole year and not come up with one solution other 
than we are going to raise taxes by 71%?  This is an outrage.  When someone 



has taken their whole life struggling and working two jobs and doing 
everything that they can to participate in the American dream then you don’t 
have a right to let your greed come ahead of that.  Did we go to the Governor? 
 
 Mayor Valentine responded that yes, we did. 
 
 Councilman Bell said that she invited Pat Berardinelli to come here to 
come up with some ways that we could consolidate services with the County 
and he was treated like dirt.  He wasn’t even treated with respect. He said that 
we need to put some ideas in writing that he could bring back. How can you 
sit here and be comfortable?  She said that the Councilmember to her right 
doesn’t pay taxes.  Another Councilmember is on a fixed income and the other 
runs a small business.  Where are people supposed to get this extra money 
from?  This is outrageous and under no circumstances will she vote to cripple 
our residents and our city.   
 
 Councilman Dillard said that his family paid taxes to this city for over 
thirty years.  He said that they sold their house because it was their right, the 
family had grown and it was just his wife and himself.   
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that we have a Charter to abide by in the 
City of Newburgh.  The fourth Monday in November is the night that we have 
to vote on the Budget.   
 
 Mayor Valentine reminded everyone that by law if they do not vote on a 
Budget then the City Manager’s Budget will pass.  It doesn’t go away.  The 
decision is on us.  If we say no, then we are $200,000.00 shy.  We went to the 
Governor’s Office and the State Assembly for help and their answer to us was 
to go raise the taxes.  After that they cut our State aid by another quarter of a 
million dollars.  We are almost a million and a half dollars less in State aid 
than we were a year and a half ago.  This is not made up.  We don’t like this 
decision but it falls on the City Council to decide whether we are going to do 
the amended or proposed Budget.  He said that he went to the County 
Executive because they have the money and we don’t.  He asked them to give 
us a 2% increase in sales tax and they said “no”.  He asked our County 
Legislator to come lobby with us because it would be another $970,000.00 for 
the City of Newburgh every year but we were told that we would not be able 
to change that.  To say that we did not try is totally untrue.  To say that we did 
not exhaust every possibility when we went to the State is not correct.  We 
wanted a Control Board because it would have taken all of the Union contracts 
and put them into a different set of hands but the Governor’s answer to us was 
that he didn’t have time.  They told us that they couldn’t be bothered and we 
would have to go back and figure it out so we came up with the Budget that 
we are looking at tonight.  Does anyone honestly believe that any one of the 



Council members likes this?  What would be the financial gain that they are 
getting?  He said that he is not immune to this.  He has a homestead and a non-
homestead property so he is paying taxes like everybody else.   He has lived 
here all of his life and he has had his business for forty-five years.  He chooses 
to stay here though.  He doesn’t like this but we can’t just stick our head in the 
sand and think that this is going to go away because is isn’t.  We could all vote 
no tonight but all we will have changed is $200,000.00.  We still have no 
contracts with anyone, still haven’t figured out what’s going on with the 
firemen and the only change on the tax increase will be from 46% to 47%.  If 
we all vote no, then tomorrow morning we call the State Comptroller’s Office 
to tell them and what kind of a message does that send.  We have asked the 
State Comptroller’s Office to assist us so that we can get the financial aid and 
the borrowing power to pull ourselves out of this mess.  He said for everyone 
to please understand that where we are, we as a Council are boxed in.  If there 
was a way out of this, we would have been discussing this two and three 
months ago.  There is no way.  He stands by every one of his decisions.  He 
added that the City Council does not agree with lay-offs of the Fire 
Department but they are still in negotiations which go down to the wire.  They 
have instructed the City Manager to continue to negotiate which is what they 
are doing right now.  He said that he is going to take this to a vote and keep in 
mind that if you do not achieve three votes on this then it reverts back to the 
Proposed City Manager’s Budget of October 12th instead of the amended one. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell moved and Councilman Dillard seconded to adopt 
the resolution. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Mayor Valentine – 2 
 Nays –Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard-3 
 DEFEATED 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mayor Valentine noted the items under Old Business will be held until 
the December meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
 

 A resident said thanks to Councilwoman Bell for her comments at last 
weeks meeting to cut civil service jobs and to cut sanitation and hire a private 
agency because she thinks that would help a lot.   
 
 Gay Lee, City of Newburgh thanked the Council for their vote and said 
to get back to the drawing board. 
 
 Kippy Boyle, City of Newburgh asked if the City Council addressed the 
Corporation Counsel to explain that if they voted no on both Budgets then 
wouldn’t the State still have to come back to approve something. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said “no”.  By us voting no the Proposed City 
Manager’s Budget carries.  That is now the Budget for next year which means 
that tomorrow the City Manager will have to find $200,000.00 in cuts within 
that Budget because he can’t raise any other revenue. 
 
 Ms. Boyle said that they all get to go back to the drawing board.  They 
had two months to look at this Budget and they only came back within the last 
two weeks with thoughts on how to reduce it.  Ideas were given  and they can 
start collecting from parking meters and going to the landlord registry.  When 
the Auction happens, instead of allowing reverter clauses to be extended for 
$250.00 they should be increased to $5,000.00.  These are some ideas that could 
have been used.  Remember that the Acting City Manager stated when he first 
came here that he doesn’t do Budgets. 
 
 Yaakov Sullivan, 21 Overlook Place said that the real fear that most of 
us have is that we will come back to this night next year and we will be 
hearing the exact same thing.  Raise taxes and cut services.  Last year they did 
the same thing and what has improved?  What credibility do they have for the 
people to have faith in them that they will be telling them anything different 
for the future of the City of Newburgh?  People will struggle and support 
them if they feel that improvements are being made.  The fear is that they will 
be in a deeper hole next year and the fact that they are not listening. 
 
 Lillie Howard, City of Newburgh said that it saddens her heart because 
games are being played and people are not being given the real story.   Why 
would the Comptroller leave when she was not on the job that long?  Rumor 
has it that she discovered something and got out of there.  For too long we 
have allowed the misappropriation of funds in the City of Newburgh to go on 
continuously.  That is why the State doesn’t want to deal with the City of 
Newburgh because they know the real bottom line.  This is a game that people 



play.  We are talking about firemen and police being laid-off putting our lives 
in danger.  We all need to bring a change to this City because it is time.   
 
 Cynthia Fraley, City of Newburgh said she believes that the new 
Governor knows where the City of Newburgh is and for the Mayor to walk 
away in the middle of a vote is disrespectful.  Also, they are not an audience 
because this is not a show and she is not here for entertainment but for the 
quality of her life and the people who live in this City.  The reason that the 
State won’t give us any more money is because we do not have a history of 
accountability.  Remember a few years ago when we were voting on a four 
hundred million dollar new courthouse that was going to be built by us and 
we were going to pay for.  We were going to let someone own it and then buy 
it back from them at market value and the reason it was being forced on us 
was because we had spent $200,000.00 for architectural drawings. That is how 
we run this city and that is why people are up in arms about it.  We are trying 
to survive here. 
 
 Bill Horton, City of Newburgh firefighter said that they are not walking 
away.  They have been negotiating for two years with this city for their safety 
and the safety of the residents.  They will do whatever they can to maintain 
services in this city so that lives are not placed in jeopardy.    
 
 Aquanetta Wright, City of Newburgh said that she spoke too soon 
earlier.  This is the first night that she saw the people have an impact on the 
Council to the point that someone changed their mind.  Right or wrong she 
thanked Councilman Dillard. 
 
 Councilman Dillard said that he didn’t change his mind.  He knows that 
this process is flawed and he went along with it but he already knew what he 
was going to do. 
 
 Ms. Wright asked what we do now as far as thinking outside the box 
and doing something different.  There was talk tonight about selling more real 
estate and she said that she submitted a FOIL asking for the expenses and 
revenue from the last auction.  What she received was a copy of the resolution 
and a publication from the auction.  We only sold $7,750.00 in properties but 
her question is how much did we spend?  She thinks that the auction was well 
done and well publicized but she knows that it costs big bucks to play.  
Although she submitted a FOIL for it she never received an answer and she 
feels that the public has a right to that information.   
 
 
 Barbara Smith, City of Newburgh noted that Councilman Dillard said 
that he made up his mind and he knew what he was going to do so when Ms. 



Bell and Ms. Bello offered suggestions in cutting back for a more respectable 
tax increase why did he not support them because it would have been better 
than where we are today.  Now our City Manager must go back to the Budget 
on his own and look to remove something.  
 
 Councilman Dillard said that you can’t have it both ways. 
 
 Ms. Smith said if they did not do their due diligence to help reduce the 
Budget by cutting or making some positions part-time the City Manager now 
has to do it because they turned down the Budget that he must now revert 
back to.  It is up to him now to figure out what he is going to reduce not what 
the Council wants to reduce.  Once he does that will he have to bring it back to 
the Council for approval? 
 
 Mayor Valentine responded with a “no”. 
 
 Ms. Smith said that the people should know that we are looking at a 
41% tax levy increase but that does not include the County tax. Do we have any 
idea what the County tax will be included into our 41%? 
 
 A resident asked if the ten million dollar override on the courthouse 
and the 1.2 million dollars for the water department have anything to do with 
the situation that we are in.  Moving forward she hopes that we will take a 
closer look at projects in the future.  We need to learn how to respect one 
another because we are all in this together.   
 
 Janet Gianopoulos, City of Newburgh said that it surprises her that after 
fifty-weeks of opportunities that this is where we are.  She wished everyone in 
the City of Newburgh Peace and good. 
 
 Sean O’Shea, City of Newburgh feels like we are in a pit and that there 
is no light of day.  He is concerned about which direction we are going because 
he doesn’t see any positive change.  Every four years we vote in a County 
Legislator and he would like to know what they do and what are they going to 
do for the City of Newburgh.  Mr. Berardinelli only represents a portion of the 
City of Newburgh.  We have a County Legislator who represents the whole 
City but he is never here.  He is tired of this and he wants to see what these 
people are going to do for us.  How many people from our city have jobs at the 
County Highway Department, County Jail or the County Center?  When are 
people going to represent our interest?  We have no interest from people at the 
State level or Assembly level and now the County level.  He would like to 
know what a County Legislator does because he is not quite sure. 
 Michael Gabor, Grand Street said it is good to see that there is some 
kind of difference happening this year.  We talk about the County or State 



helping out but like someone said earlier without accountability no one is 
going to give us any money.  We haven’t proven ourselves.  All we have done 
is continue to dig ourselves the same hole.  It doesn’t help that we have 
someone here who doesn’t live here and who doesn’t have to share the pain.  
We should be paying the City Manager in commission based on the amount of 
work done each month.  What has he done for $160,000.00?  What has he done 
to make our lives a little better or to improve the city?  What has he done to cut 
the Budget before today?  We knew about this a year ago.  How do you agree 
that this is a job well done and that the City Manager has earned that 
$160,000.00? 
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo said that there is nothing left to say.  She said to 
realize that the Police Department gets 48% of the Budget and the Fire 
Department gets 28% and then it is divided up amongst all the other 
departments.  She suggested that everyone go to the Library and look at the 
Budget to see how the money is allocated.  She is tired of hearing that nothing 
is ever happening in the City of Newburgh.  We have the Railroad Playhouse 
that will be opening soon which is a good thing happening for the City.  Is 
anyone going to attend the function at the Armory next weekend and show 
their support to keep that little playhouse going?  These Council meetings are 
like a continuing serial where people can’t wait to see what is going to happen.  
Some things that were said tonight are untrue.  She said that she was in 
support of the resolution because it would have kept the tax levy down but 
now with the City Manager’s Budget it will go up and we have to raise 
$200,000.00 more.  She said that she doesn’t like what the firemen are doing.  
She always supported them but what is the point in picketing when they are 
still in negotiations and there is still a chance that they will all still have their 
jobs and the firehouse will be left open.  She doesn’t want to see that firehouse 
close and she doesn’t want to see them lose their jobs.   How about all of the 
Public Works employees that work very hard and are losing their jobs?   She 
thanked everyone for coming and wished them a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell apologized to anyone who felt that she was in any 
way inappropriate.  It is extremely frustrating to be one of two people on a 
Council constantly fighting to make change on behalf of the residents.  She 
has been saying constantly that we need compassionate government and 
governance that is going to think about the lives of our people.  There is no 
way that she can say to her taxpayers that they have to take this 71% because 
she knows how much it will make people suffer.  People will be eating cat 
food and their possessions will be out on the lawns.  These people have 
struggled their whole lives to own a little piece of Newburgh and participate 
in the American Dream.  All they have is what they have here and to strap 
them down with a 71% tax increase is outrageous.  This is not about one 
person or a few people who work here.  It is about the thousands of people 
that rely on the Council to provide a decent way of life.  It is not about voting 
with who you like or moving forward politically.  It is about the lives of the 
people that she represents.  The increase is not going to bring more tax 
revenue.  So many people are not going to be able to pay it that it will be less 
money.  When people can’t pay their taxes then the investors will come in and 
buy the homes for pennies on the dollar then they will hold on to it, clear the 
town out and then start over which is immoral.  For every cause that we make 



there is an effect.  What goes around comes around and we can’t get away with 
this for ever.  These residents and taxpayers didn’t make this problem. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello thanked every one for coming tonight and for 
giving their comments.  She doesn’t think anyone thought that they would go 
unscathed with rising costs throughout the State and diminishing revenues 
but she doesn’t think that anyone expected to get gored either.  She and 
Councilwoman Bell were determined to trim the fat as much as they could 
even if they could bring the tax increase down by eight or ten percentage 
points they would have been thrilled.  Last Monday they had a Budget 
meeting where they recommended some more lay-offs, reducing full-time staff 
to part-time and eliminating take home vehicles.  We pay generous salaries so 
we shouldn’t have to pay to get someone to and from work.  They also 
recommended eliminating paid Intern positions and consolidating police and 
fire dispatch but one by one in a well orchestrated manner all of their 
suggestions were rejected.  She understands that the Council is not always 
going to agree but if you are not going to agree and you are going to reject 
everything that they put forward then they should at least put forward an 
alternative.  She was very surprised tonight to hear the “no” vote but she is 
appreciative.  When the taxpayers receive their bills, they don’t have the 
luxury of making excuses.  They can either pay it or lose their homes.  For most 
homeowners their home is their most valuable material asset and for many 
small business owners their properties represent their retirement and security.  
It was amazing to her that the excuses she heard from the department head 
was that they couldn’t deal with the inconvenience of having a little less help 
but yet our taxpayers are still reeling from the increase from last year and they 
are already  making sacrifices.  Some of our homeowners are living with 
deductions in basic necessities like heat, food, medicine and clothing as well 
as repairs to their homes. Many have to work multiple jobs which means that 
they have less time to spend with their families.  Small businesses in the City 
of Newburgh are having to raise prices so that they cannot remain competitive.  
Landlords will raise rents and she is fearful that homelessness will be on the 
rise because people only have so much money to work with.  When she 
listened to what seemed like petty excuses to her, she had a different frame of 
reference.  On one hand it is a little inconvenient but on the other hand it was 
a possibility of losing everything that you ever worked for coupled with a total 
assault on our standard of living and our way of life.  For her it was no contest.  
To her the let them eat cake attitude doesn’t fly for the people of the City of 
Newburgh.  It is not acceptable.  The taxpayers are the blood, sweat and tears 
fuel of the city government.  She thinks the problem is that some of the 
recommendations are being made by people that are totally insulated from the 
reality in the City of Newburgh and we have to understand how tough it is for 
most people.  There has been so much mismanagement over a series of years 
that has come home to roost in the 2011 Budget.  What people have to 



understand is that we only have so much money to work with.  We have the 
whole pie but the pie is not divided equally.  67% of the Budget is allocated to 
public safety and with a shortage of manpower in both departments there is a 
real problem there.  We need to use better business sense when negotiating 
contracts and we have to keep in the front of our minds the people’s ability to 
pick up the tab.  What bothers her the most is when people tell her about the 
sacrifices they have to make to scrape together the money for their taxes and 
then those taxes go towards a graduate degree for someone.  The average 
resident in the City of Newburgh would feel blessed if they could afford to 
pay for vocational school but yet their tax dollars are being used to pay for 
something that they couldn’t pay for themselves.  Another issue that has set us 
back is that we have negotiated away management responsibilities.  
Management should always set schedules and staffing levels.  When you 
negotiate those things away, then you lose your ability to manage.  In the Fire 
Department they have control of the schedules and because of that we pay a 
lot of excessive overtime.  It costs about $400,000.00 in unnecessary overtime 
which over the last three years totals 1.2 million dollars.  That would be 
enough to save every firefighter that is on the list for lay-off.  We have to be 
smarter about these things.  In 2011, she hopes that we shift our focus to 
generating revenue in other ways than increasing taxes.  Members of the 
Council, employees and residents have offered some terrific possibilities so 
we can’t remain paralyzed by fear.  We already know what hasn’t worked and 
what has put us in this situation.  To continue to repeat those mistakes would 
be insanity.  We have to make up our minds that we are going to take a new, 
bolder path lined with very strong resistance to those who are benefiting from 
the current system.  That is our obligation because we have to fix this not just 
for ourselves but for our children and our grandchildren. 
 
 Councilman Dillard thanked everyone for coming and wished all a 
wonderful Holiday. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that he is disappointed that this Council did not 
approve this particular Budget.  There will be a ripple effect and we will see 
how things will fall out in the next couple of days.  It is not a good message 
and he does not agree with it.  He noted earlier in the meeting how difficult 
this was for all of them as Council members; obviously for people that have 
lost their jobs this year but you don’t get out of it by voting “no”. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council, the 
meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
       LORENE VITEK 
       CITY CLERK 
 



 
 


