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The City of Newburgh Conservation Advisory Council has serious reservations about the proposed
Danskammer Plant project. The projected benefits do not appear to be sufficient to counter the negative project
impacts. We need to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels, not create more impacts.
Economic Benefits through job creation & revenue; The 400 construction jobs the developer has proposed
will be for specialized labor (not localized) and will be in the Town of Newburgh. They have stated in their
Public Involvement Plan, that 20-30 permanent jobs will be available. However, this would be no increase from
the amount ofjobs at the current operating facility.
The new plant will result in a net increase in emissions over the existing facility. These air pollutants cause
asthma and other chronic health conditions and can lead to early mortality.
Environmental Impacts: Poor air quality already threatens the city residents and the growing Danskammer
capacity will only worsen that. Not only has the health of our water systems been compromised, if the
Danskammer plant is built, the residents would have to worry about the air. Our residents will bear the impacts
of this air pollution. In fact, the City of Newburgh has higher asthma and respiratory rates in children ages 5-14,
which remains above average for the HV Region and NYS.

Furthermore; building a new, major fossil fuel facility will perpetuate climate change, which is a dire threat to
the capacity of life as we know it to continue. Residents throughout the City of Newburgh will feel the effects
of climate change. For example, urban heat, already a problem due to lack of tree cover, will increase. Our
infrastructure will be damaged due to increased water levels. If we continue to power our communities with
fossil fuels, this will lead to a generalized decrease in quality of life for all of us in the Hudson Valley.
Renewable Energy Investment: The existing Danskammer plant runs less than 5% of the time and is so
antiquated it is nearmg obscurity and will not be able to run for much longer without investment. This gives the
community an opportunity to revision investment opportunities for the valuable waterfront site. Building a new
fossil fuel powered plant here will assure that the site will be in continued heavy industrial use for up to a
century more. We do not have that time. We are already investing in renewable energy and in fact renewable
energy generates more jobs that the dying fossil fuel industry.
(https.:7cleantechnica.com/2015/06/23/investment-renewable-energy-yields-iobs-fossil-fuel-sector/

In order to meet Governor Cuomo's goals of having 50 percent electricity use in the State be met through
renewable energy by 2030 and 100 percent clean electricity by 2040, and provide a livable future for the next
generations we can not continue building power plants.^
The Newburgh Conservation Advisory Council: Urges the city council to oppose the proposed Danskammer
Energy Plant without delay. Any perceived benefits to the city will be more than offset by reduced air quality, a
decrease in public health and an increase in carbon loading into the atmosphere.

Respectfully submitted by the Newburgh Conservation Advisory Council

