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City of Newburgh Zoning Code Revisions 
Advisory Task Force Meeting 

March 5, 2013 6:00 City Hall 
 
In attendance for City of Newburgh Advisory Committee: 

Doug Hovey, Independent Living; Denise Ribble, Waterfront Advisory Committee; Peter 
Smith, Quassaick Creek Watershed Committee; Tiombe Tallie Carter, Newburgh 
Business Association; Jenny Loeb, Community Voices Heard; Allan Atzrott, Greater 
Newburgh Partnership; Joshua Smith, Industrial Development Agency; Deirdre Glenn, 
Newburgh Armory Unity Center; Nancy Proyect, Orange County Citizens Foundation 

 
In attendance for City of Newburgh Leadership Team: 

Judy Kennedy, Mayor; Regina Angelo, Deputy Mayor; Richard Herbek, City Manager*; 
Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel; Ian McDougall, City Planner; Michael Vatter, Fire 
Chief 

 
In attendance for AKRF: 

Nina Peek, Project Manager and Sr. Technical Director; Peter Feroe, Project Planner;  
 
In attendance for Greater Newburgh Partnership: 

Sue Sullivan; Executive Director*; Marcy Handler, Director of Administration & Grants**,  
 
Absent: 

Mary Crabb, Architectural Review Committee; Rev. Byron Williams, Newburgh Christian 
Ministerial Fellowship; Richard Rivera, Latinos Unidos; Dawn Fucheck, Board of 
Education, Newburgh Enlarged School District 

 
*Ex-Officio 
**Support Staff 

 
 
 

Ms. Peek opened the meeting. A welcome was extended to the members of the Advisory 
Committee Task Force. 
 
Ms. Sullivan introduced the Greater Newburgh Partnership, reporting on the successful 
Nonprofit Summit, “Together We’re Better,” that had taken place earlier in the day with 
over 60 people representing 40 nonprofits all working in the City of Newburgh. Ms. 
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Sullivan expressed the excitement for the Zoning Project and introduced GNP Chairman 
Allan Atzrott to talk about the origins of the project, securing the funding, and the GNP 
partnership with the municipality, followed by introductions to Advisory Task Force 
members. 
 
Ms. Peek outlined AKRF’s role in the project explaining that the recommendations in the 
City’s Adopted Future Land Use Plan (2011) will be the starting point in rewriting the City 
Zoning Code. AKRF is looking to the Advisory Task Force to report back to their 
constituents and facilitate the communication with the community in the initial phases of 
the project. The draft job description was reviewed. Recommendation that all 
communications go through GNP and Ms. Handler will serve as the coordinator for GNP. 
 
AKRF has taken several tours of Newburgh and is in the midst of an intensive document 
review. The initial consideration is to encourage more mixed use areas where more 
practical development could take place offering residents a city in which people eat, live, 
work, and socialize all in the same area. Mr. McDougall referenced the 2008 document 
(Plan-It Newburgh, Sustainable Master Plan) adopting a smart growth planning 
philosophy with special preference given to an urban fabric. 
 
Ms. Peek suggested perhaps adding a short presentation to the group to examine the 
differences between Euclidean and Form Based Code as this project will employ a hybrid 
of the two and described a very efficient process in which a vision for a neighborhood is 
identified and code is written accordingly. Mr. Feroe asserted that any changes will 
reference other documents and plans building on work that had already been done. 
 
Both Ms. Dribble and Mr. Peter Smith suggested additional documents containing 
specific zoning recommendations that had not previously been identified for review. A 
short discussion ensued on the issue of protecting viewsheds, which falls outside the 
scope of this project. Ms. Peek advised that AKRF will keep an ongoing inventory of 
issues and ideas discussed, which are not part of the Zoning Code rewrite process, but 
that could be systematically addressed at a later date. Ms. Glenn suggested that the 
current residential code is so restrictive and does not match how people live suggesting a 
hard look at the number of variances. Mr. Joshua Smith identified parking as a significant 
reason for variances citing transportation as central to urban development. 
 
It was advised that Newburgh will be a Greenway Community pending a few remaining 
items and it is anticipated to go before the legislature in April. 
 
The project timeline was reviewed citing the “real work” of the Advisory Task Force to 
take place beginning in May and a quick overview of the work flow was discussed. The 
schedule presented takes the project through Phase 2. It is anticipated that by the time 
public meetings are held, there will be good consensus. Ms. Kelson recognized the good 
cross section of groups to vet the material. Ms. Peek anticipates the work schedule 
continuing through September will result in a document ready for the public in the fall. 
 
The meeting adjourned promptly at 7:00pm. 


