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Churches, community leaders and residents of the City of Newburgh, New 

York come together for Candlelight Service on September 11
th

 

Life Stations Centers of Excellence and city of Newburgh Mayor Judy Kennedy are partnering to host a 

candlelight ceremony of prayer. In a show of solidarity, participation from churches and community 

leaders is expected in great numbers. 

September 8, 2015 – Newburgh, New York - In response to the shooting deaths of black men across 

the nation and the overall condition of black communities nationwide, Life Stations Centers of 

Excellence, a civil rights organization focused on improving the quality of life for black men, today 

announced its sponsoring with Mayor Judy Kennedy and community leaders in taking steps toward 

uniting the community in a candlelight prayer event on Friday, September 11, 2015.   

Called “HANDS ACROSS NEWBURGH- LET THERE BE LIGHT”, organizers are calling this a 

major step toward getting the community together with leadership to end gun violence, racism and 

oppression, poverty and separation in Newburgh and across the nation.  “I am in favor of transparency 

in our leadership. We must come together if we are going to change anything for our great city, said 

Mayor Kennedy.  

Keynote speakers Dr. Ken Morris; the great, great, great grandson of Frederick Douglass and Lizzie 

Jenkins; the granddaughter of Rosewood resident, Sylvester Carrier will begin speaking at 7:00 pm as 

residents and churches from across the Hudson valley line Broadway, from liberty to Carpenter and 

across Johnston from Washington to 1st Street. Also on the roster are vocal artists Latoya Flowers and 

Newburgh’s own Lillie Howard.  

“Marching and demonstrations will only go so far, added community leader and mayoral candidate, 

Omari Shakur. It’s time for the black community to stop looking for a moment in time and create a 

movement that has lasting results.”  

While the event is taking place amid shifts in the political landscape of Newburgh, Life Stations 

president Leslie Haskin is betting that HANDS ACROSS NEWBURGH will compel churches and 

residents across the nation beyond the limitations of social media and onto the streets.  

Almost 40 years after Martin Luther King fought and died for racial equality, the need for positive 

economic and social change in many urban communities across the United States remains,” said 

Haskin. We’re taking the next step in the fight, engaging the prescription of prayer that God gave us in 

2nd Chronicles.  

A nationwide prayer movement is expected to kick-off in January, 2016.  
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About Life Stations Centers of Excellence 

Life Stations Centers of Excellence is a human services agency focused on improving the quality of life 

for black men and their families; expanding economic opportunity in urban communities and ensuring 

that each has the right to survival, protection, growth and involvement. Life Stations Centers of 

Excellence was founded by Author, September 11th Survivor, Leslie Haskin. 

For more information about this event or Life Stations Centers of Excellence, visit the website at 

www.lifecoe.org   
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