STATION 7 - FROM TWIN-ARCH PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE TO RR TRACKS
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Insect skeletonization on

Norway Maple leaves
Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea lutetiana)
White Avens (Geum canadense)

Lady Fern (Athyrium felix-foemina)
White Grass (Leersia virginica)
Moss

Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii)

(tree non-native)

(native; tiny brown burrs)
(native; green spiky burrs)
(native)

(on rock; poorly developed - host too dry)
(non-native; a pest)

Common Turkey Tail Fungus (Trametes versicolor) (inside hollow trunk remains of Tulip Tree)

Gray Dogwood (Cornus foemina ssp. racemosa)

Black Cherry  (Prunus serotina)

Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)

STATION 8 - ALONG RR TRACKS
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Common Mullein (Verbascum thaspus)
Evening Primrose (Oenothera biennis)
White Oak (Quercus alba)
Canada Knotweed
Haircap Moss  (Polytrichum sp.)

Common Horsetail (Equisetum arvense)

(native shrub)
(native)
(native)

(non-native)
(native)
(native)

(Paronychia canadensis) (native; normally likes shale slopes)

(native)
(native, ‘primitive plant’ dating to before
dinosaurs when it grew as tall as trees)

Woodchuck/Groundhog Burrow (Marmota monax)
Lady’s Thumb/Smartweed (Polygonum persicaria) (non-native; invasive) see dark ‘thumbprint’ mark

Mycena

on each leaf
(native)

STATION 9 - NEXT TO AND UNDER MILL STREET BRIDGE - Russell Lange, President, Historical Society of Newburgh

Field Thistle (Cirsium arvense)
Helliborine Orchid (Epipactus helleborine)
White Ash (Fraxinus americanus)

Polyporus fungus

Bay & the Highlands - to answer history questions about
the creek corridor
(native)
(non-native)
(native) across Creek under bridge arch;
flood-planted, common on floodplains

/

Peter Suit

www.gcreek.org

Quassaick Coalition to date
The City of Newburgh
NYS DEC Estuary Project
Orange County Land Trust
Hudson River Valley Greenway

National Park Service Rivers & Trails
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
Mid-Hudson Land Revitalization Partnership
Orange County Sportsmen’s Federation

Newburgh Neighbors Network
Newburgh Heights Association
Riverkeeper, Inc.
Scenic Hudson

National Estuaries Day
QUASSAICK CREEK
BIODIVERSITY BONANZA

September 27, 2003
Sponsored by City of Newburgh and Quassaick Coalition

The proposed Quassaick Creek Estuary Preserve and Trail is a vision shared by neighboring
communities, a diversity of groups, several agencies, and surrounding municipalities. The
shared goal is to recognize and communicate the importance of the rich history and ecology of
the Quassaick corridor, to preserve and restore these resources, to provide both recreational and
educational opportunities for all of the people of its neighboring communities, and to make this
area a better place to live.

Presently, the Creek is not accessible to the public except on guided walks sponsored by the
Quassaick Coalition. Many of the properties are privately owned. Because of that, we ask that
walkers keep in mind the following:

Please respect the private property owners by not straying from the trail,
by not exploring beyond the trail limits, by not commenting on, taking,
touching, or leaving anything.

The trail is marked with pink striped surveyors’ flagging. Walk ‘shepherds’
are wearing bright fall yellow vests, and participating naturalists and historians
are wearing “Newburgh 2000” caps and nametags.

If you need immediate assistance, let a walk ‘shepherd’ know, or contact the
walk organizer on the cell phone she is using today: (845) 742-8408.

Today’s walk would not have been possible without the assistance of the Mount St. Mary’s
Tri-Beta students who are the walk’s ‘shepherds’, who helped clear & label the trail, and who
put up the signs. We are also indebted to David Plotkin of Steel Style, Professor Pat Deluca of
Mount St. Mary’s, Ronnie Brown, Susan Cleaver, the brush-hog crew from Town of Newburgh,
N.Y.S. D.E.C., Orange County Land Trust, the Historical Society of Newburgh Bay & the
Highlands, and to those firms that donated water (see water table signs).



Quassaick Creek “Biodiversity Bonanza”

Stations & Features

Identified by Spider Barbour & Lou Sebesta for September 27, 2003

STATION 1 - LENGTH OF CONCRETE PAD - Spider Barbour, author of corridor’s biodiversity study 2003
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Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans)
Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)
Virginia Knotweed (Polygonum virginianum)
Privet (Ligustrum sp.)

Limestone boulder

Black Willow  (Salix nigra)

Norway Maple (Acer platanoides)

Black Haw (Viburnum prunifolium)

False Solomon Seal (Mianthemum racemosum)

Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica)
Cottonwood (Populus deltoides)

Sycamore leaf (Platanus occidentalis)

White Wood Aster (Aster divaricatus)
Oriental Bittersweet (Celastris orbiculatus)
White Snake Root
Multiflora Rose (Rosa multiflora)
Spice Bush (Lindera benzoin)

(Eupatorium rugosum)

(native)

(non-native, ground-creeping here; invasive)
(native)

(non-native; pest species)

(from bedrock outcrop north of Creek)
(native; loves stream banks)

(non-native, invasive)

(native)

(native; note red fruit)

(non-native; note black fruit above; invasive)
(native) may be 70-80 years old

(native; note sycamore tree itself nearby)
(native; small white flowers)

(non-native; extremely invasive & destructive)
(native)

(non-native)

(native)

STATION 2 - FROM WOODS CANOPY TO END OF AMERICAN FELT & FILTER BUILDING - Tom Lake, NYS DEC
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Box Elder
Cicada Shell

(Acer negundo)
(Tibicen sp.)

Red Mulberry (Morus rubra)

Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense)
Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera)
Wild Plum (Prunus americanus)
American Beech (Fagus grandifolia)

Funnel Web Spider (Agelenopsis sp.)

American Sycamores (2) (Platinus occidentalis)

Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)

Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis)
Bird Cherry (Prunus avium)

White Turkey Tail Fungus

Amanita Citrina mushrooms

Consultantg

(native in North America, not in NE U.S.; ‘scrubby’ tree)

on Red Oak trunk; there was a series going up trunk before
recent driving rain)

(native, but uncommon; a very large specimen)

(native)

(native)

(native, but new to Q Creek corridor)

(native; smooth grey bark - note much larger ‘parent’ tree
about 10 feet upstream)

(native)

(native; notice splotchy-colored bark)

(native; can grow much larger - this is a young sapling)

(native; note atypical swollen bark from canker disease)

(non-native, non-invasive)

(on log, small whitish fungus; needs wet host)

(native; small yellowish-green)

STATION 3 - FROM BASSWOOD TO REMAINS STONE WALL - Rich Parisio, NYS DEC Environmental Educator
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Basswood (Tilia americana)
Cranberry-bush (Viburnum opulus)
American Hornbeam
Red Oak & Acorns (Quercus rubra)
Blue-stem Goldenrod (Solidago caesia)
River Grape (Vitis riparia)

Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

Canada Moon Seed (Menispermum canadense)

Worm Activity Soil

Skunk Cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus)
Agrimony (Agrimonia rostellata)

(Carpinus caroliniana)

(native)

(non-native)

(native)

(native)

(native)

(native vine)

(non-native, from Japan)
(native)

(worms not native; becoming pests in
native woodlands)
(native)

(RARE IN NYS; native)

L

Turtle Head (Chelone glabra)

(native)

STATION 4 - FROM REMAINS STONE WALL TO DRIVEWAY - Lou Sebesta, NYS DEC Urban/Community Forester

q.

Funnel Web Spider (to left of label/sign)

Virginia Creeper

ZigZag Goldenrod (Solidago flaxicaulis)

Black Locust  (Robinia pseudo-acacia)

Moss - (Hypnum sp.)

Rich Weed (Collinsonia canadensis)

Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)
wrapped around Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)

Black Cherry  (Prunus serotina)

Sensitive Fern (Onoclea sensibilis)

Sycamore Maple (Acer pseudoplatanus)

Winged Spindle Bush (Euonymus alatus)

Common Reed (Phragmites australis)

Common Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis)

Remains concrete mill works

Pigskin Puffball Fungus

Alternate Leaved Dogwood (Cornus alternifolia)

Worms & Worm-made Soil on Boulder

“Clinker”

Giant Cottonwood Trees (2) (Populus deltoides)

STATION S - ON DRIVEWAY TO PUMP STATION
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Pale Touch-Me-Not (Impatiens pallida)

(Parthenocissus quiquefolia)

(native)

(native)

(native)

(native—note deeply textured bark)

(native)

(native)

(non-native; invasive)

(native)

(native)

(native; common in wet areas)

(non-native, invasive)

(non-native)

(non-native; up slope - destructively invasive)

(native)

(native)

(native)

(native)

(worms not native; becoming pests in native wood

lands)

(lump of burned coal possibly from locomotive
engine from embankment above)

(native; each may be over 100 years old)

(yellow flowers, now gone to seed - native)

Spotted Touch-Me-Not, or Jewelweed (Impatiens capensis) (orange flowers, now gone to seed - native)

Japanese Knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum)
Pokeweed (Phytolacca americana)
Foxtail Grass  (Setaria glauca)

Slippery Elm (Ulmus rubra)
Wineberr (Rubus phoenicolasius)

Siberian Geranium
Wild Strawberry
Asiatic Day Flower

(Geranium sibericum)
(Fragaria virginica)
(Commelina communis)

Climbing Buckwheat (Polygonum scandens)
Witch Grass (Panicum virgatum)

(non-native; destructively invasive)

(purple stem, black fruits - native)

(non-native; note seedhead, near evening primrose
with yellow flowers - native)

(native)

(non-native; reddish prickly stem - introduced by
winemaker, escaped)

(non-native)

(native - 3 leaflets)

(non-native; small blue flower with yellow center -
garden pest)

(native vine)

(native)

STATION 6 - FROM PUMP STATION TO TWIN-ARCH PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

Sycamore Sapling girdled

by Japanese Honeysuckle
Bladder Nut (Staphylea triloba)
Hop Hornbeam (Ostrya virginica)

Skeletonizing of leaves in progress
Funnel Web Spider
Dryad Saddle Fungus (Polyporus squamosus)

Black Walnut & nuts (Juglans nigra)
Rose Sedge (Carex rosea)
Dryad Saddle Fungus

(native)

(non-native)

(native; fruit rattles)

(unusual here; commonly an upland tree - name
indicates very hard wood))

(on Norway Maple, and on ground)

(native)

(fresh one on tree above; old rotting one below,
with yet unidentified baby ‘button’ fungus)

(native)

(native)

(fresh)
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City of Newburgh
Quassaick Creek 2003 Biodiversity Walk for National Estuaries Day

PHOTO LABELS

™ atl Estuaries Day 03 - large boulder - worrm soil, jpg

™ Iatl Estuaries Day 03 - MSM Denise and twin arch bridge. jpg
™ natl estuaries day 03 - MSM shepherd and worm soil. jpg

™ atl Estuaries Day 03 - Rich and Spider 2. jpg

™ Matl Estuaries Day 03 - Rich and Spider. jpg

™ [atl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 1 - poison vy, jog

™ atl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 1 -.jpg

™ Matl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 2 - fungus 2n.jpg

™ Iatl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 3 - Rich Parisio MYS DEC. jog

™ atl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 6 - fungus &f, jpg

™ Matl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 6 - fungus 6i.jpg

™ [Natl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 6 - spider 6e. jpg

™ atl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 7 - fungus in runk. jpg

™ Matl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 2 - fungus on RR tracks 2.j0g
™ [atl Estuaries Day 03 - Station 2 - fungus on RR tracks. jpg

™ atl Estuaries Day 03 - Tom alford and Eve Hinderer. jpog

™ Matl estuaries day 03 - under Mill Street bridge - shepherds. jog
™ Matl estuaries day 03 - under Mill Street bridge - walkers 2. jpg
™ atl estuaries day 03 - under Mill Street bridge - walkersoil. jog
™ Matl Estuaries Day 03 - worrm soil. g
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