
 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 3rd Floor, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 12550. 
 
 The Prayer was led by Rev. Deborah Dresser of the Greater Newburgh 
Ministerial Association. The Pledge of Allegiance was performed in unison.  
 
 Present: Mayor Kennedy, presiding; Councilwoman Angelo, 
Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee–4 
 Absent- Councilman Dillard-1 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the minutes of the regular meeting of January 23, 2012 be approved. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy- 4 
 CARRIED 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the City Clerk’s Report, Registrar of Vital Statistics Report and Civil Service 
Administrator’s Report for the month of January, 2012 be received, filed and 
made available to the Press. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy–4  
  CARRIED 
 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
  
 Mayor Kennedy proclaimed Black History Month in the City of 
Newburgh for the month of February. She pointed out the theme for this year:  
Black Women in American Culture and History.  
 
 Second, the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Step Team, who 
are also students at Heritage Middle School, performed this evening. 
 
 Also Mayor Kennedy proclaimed National Salute to Veteran Patients in 
the City of Newburgh for the week of February 12-18, 2012. She has contact 
names and phone numbers for anyone interested in visiting any of the VA 
campuses to help encourage volunteerism.  
 
 
 
 



 

City of Newburgh 
Proclamation 

 
February 14, 2012 

 
Black History Month 2012 

 
Theme: “Black Women in American Culture and History.” 

 
Since our Nation began, African-American women have overcome overwhelming odds to 

make their names and stories known. In spite of all barriers, the deeds of numerous 
leaders from Harriet Tubman to Rosa Parks grace the pages of our history books. 

 
This month we remember those leaders, as well as the singers, writers, and artists who 

left their mark on our culture, and the countless African-American women from all walks 
of life who helped make our country great. 

 
In the City of Newburgh, we bear witness every day to the courage, the talents, the 

leadership, and the community involvement of African-American women. We urge our 
residents to recognize their efforts and struggles and celebrate their contributions.  

 
Therefore, I, Mayor Judy Kennedy, and the City Council of the City of Newburgh  

Do Hereby Proclaim “Black History Month 2012” in the City of Newburgh 
 

 
____________________________________ 

Mayor Judy Kennedy  
 
 

____________________________________ 
Deputy Mayor Regina Angelo 

 
_____________________________________ 

Councilman Cedric Brown 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Councilman Curlie Dillard 

 
_____________________________________ 

Councilwoman Gay Lee 
 
 
 



 

CCCiiitttyyy   ooofff   NNNeeewwwbbbuuurrrggghhh   
Proclamation  
February 14, 2012 

 
National Salute to Veteran Patients Week  

February 12-18, 2012 
 
 

Since 1978, the National Salute to Veteran Patients Week has presented 
Americans another opportunity to say "thank you" to our veterans and to 

those who give them care. 

The purpose of the national salute is threefold: to pay tribute and express 
appreciation to veterans, to increase community awareness of the role of VA 
medical centers, and to encourage citizens to visit hospitalized veterans and 

become involved as volunteers 
 

In the Hudson Valley, we are fortunate to have the Hudson Valley Health 
Care System, Castle Point Campus and FDR Campus in Montrose to care 
for our hospitalized veterans - many of whom will never quite go home. 

 
During this week, and throughout the year, let us take time to honor those 

who served and sacrificed for freedom. 
 

Therefore, I, Mayor Judy Kennedy do hereby proclaim  
February 12-18, 2012 as  

National Salute to Veteran Patients Week   
In the City of Newburgh. 

 
 
 

_____________________________________________  
Judy Kennedy 

                                                 Mayor, City of Newburgh 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that 
the Notices of Claim and the Notice of Summons and Verified Complaint be 
referred to Corporation Counsel with power to act. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy–4 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 

 
 Jane Johnston questioned agenda item #13. She thought at the last work 
session the council decided to hold off on the resolution until the IDA 
received certification. 
 
 City Manager Richard Herbek pointed out that the resolution Ms. 
Johnston is referring to has been tabled. This is the resolution whereby 
reimbursement is made back to the City for certain personnel services 
provided to the IDA.   
 
 Brenda McPhail questioned Resolution #23-2012. She asked the council 
why it is re-appointing and appointing members to the Citizens Advisory 
Committee. Also she questioned what the term limit is for members.   
 
 Corporation Counsel Michelle Kelson explained that the resolution is to 
appoint new members who have not previously been appointed, and to re-
appoint those members who have served terms that have ended. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy responded that the term is for three years.  
 
 McPhail further commented that she attended one of the committee 
meetings. She submitted her Letter of Interest. She stated that she knows, for a 
fact, that there are some committee members that do not live in the City of 
Newburgh. She asked if the residency requirement stands in effect for all city 
boards and committees.  
  
 Mayor Kennedy responded on behalf of the council, they would look 
into the matter. 
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL REGARDING THE AGENDA 
  
 Councilwoman Lee agreed with previous remarks made about the IDA 
resolution. She understood the confusion the public may be having with this. 
Lee agreed that it was confusing to her. She pointed out that the original 
Resolution #19-2012 was taken off the table, and the one before them tonight 
is a new Resolution #19-2012. 
 
 Herbek pointed out that both resolutions were included in the board 
packet at the work session, even though we spent most of the time discussing 
the second resolution. 
 
 Kelson explained that both agreements were in the packet. Only the 
CDBG agreement had resolutions. When the council decided it wanted to 
leave the CDBG resolution off tonight’s agenda, then we just applied that 
number to the resolution for the agreement with the IDA. She apologized for 
the confusion. 
 
 Councilman Brown commented on Resolution #23-2012. He asked for 
verity in the statement that a person must be a city resident in order to sit on 
city boards and committees. 
 
 Kelson explained that under Public Officers Law, in order to sit on most 
of the boards a person must be a resident of the municipality in which he or 
she serves, unless there is a local law provided otherwise. We have not 
established a local law allowing members to reside outside of the City of 
Newburgh, with the exception of the ARC. The historian and the architect of 
the ARC do not necessarily have to reside in the City of Newburgh.  They can 
consider individuals who reside outside of City limits from the larger pool of 
qualified applicants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CITY MANAGER REMARKS 

 
    
 The City Manager pointed out an interesting newspaper article entitled 
Certified Substance Abuse Counselor School Opens [Times Herald-Record, Feb. 
14, 2012, pg. 5D] He announced that the new school has opened in Newburgh 
at 136 First Street, 2nd Floor. The article mentioned that two veterans in the 
addictions field, and who have almost 50 years combined experience, have 
pooled their professional resources. The school provides 350 credit hours to 
eligible participants.  
 
 There is open enrollment on each Saturday to accommodate those 
individuals who are unable to attend classes on weekdays. Continental 
breakfast is served and financial assistance is available. There is a contact 
telephone available for persons who would like more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  
 

RESOLUTION NO.: ___18___ - 2012 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE AN EXTENSION OF A CONTRACT 

 WITH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE   
TO PROVIDE SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH 

NEWBURGH BUILDS NEWBURGH PROGRAMS TO SERVE 
LOW INCOME FAMILIES AND PERSONS WITH IDENTIFIED 

BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT 
AT NO EXTRA COST TO THE CITY 

 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has by Resolution No. 185-2011 of September 12, 

2011 authorized contract with Workforce Development Institute (“WDI”)to provide 
services in connection with Newburgh Builds Newburgh Programs to serve low income 
families and persons with identified barriers to employment; and 

 
WHEREAS, the term of the contract for such services was effective through 

December of 2011; and  
 
 WHEREAS, WDI has requested an extension to complete the work of the contract 
until April 30, 2012; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such services shall be provided at no additional cost to the City of 
Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that extending such an agreement is in 
the best interests of the City of Newburgh and its residents and citizens alike; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to execute an 
extension of a contract with Workforce Development Institute to provide services in 
connection with Newburgh Builds Newburgh Programs to serve low income families and 
persons with identified barriers to employment.  
 



 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO.:    19  - 2012 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 

CITY OF NEWBURGH INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
AUTHORIZING THE MUTUAL COOPERATIVE EXERCIZE OF THEIR 
RESPECTIVE MUNICIPAL AND LAWFUL POWERS FOR PROJECTS 

AND PURPOSES IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh (“CITY”) is a municipal corporation duly 
created and chartered under the laws of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh Industrial Development Agency is a 
corporate governmental agency constituting a body corporate and a public benefit 
corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, frequently and from time-to-time the CITY and NIDA cooperate 
and collaborate on economic development, community development and other projects 
with the purposes and goals of bringing employment opportunities to and fostering 
investment of capital in the properties and businesses of the City of Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such collaboration often calls for the sharing and coordination of 
resources, finances, staff and other assets of the CITY and NIDA in the interests of both 
entities and of the citizens they serve; and it is therefore appropriate and necessary for 
them to enter into an Agreement in substantially the same form attached hereto, for the 
advancement of such projects and purposes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed such agreement annexed hereto and made 
a part hereof; and has determined that entering into such agreement is in the best interests 
of the City of Newburgh and its further development; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to execute an 
agreement with the City of Newburgh Industrial Development Agency to authorize the 
cooperation and collaboration of the CITY with NIDA for the advancement of economic 
and community development and other projects and initiatives, including the sharing of 
resources, finances, staff and other assets, same as being in the best interests of the City 
of Newburgh and its citizens.  



 
  
 Councilwoman Lee commented that she had a problem with the way 
this was worded. It does not imply that it is for reimbursement until page 3 of 
the materials.  She did not understand it until the City Manager pointed out 
that it was for reimbursement. She wanted to clarify that this is for 
reimbursement of services rendered, not for future services. 
 
 Herbek responded in the affirmative and it should be noted as such on 
the record. He apologized for the confusion. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy agreed that it was not clear to her as to where this was 
going, until after she read the second page of the materials. Perhaps we may 
want to do it differently in the future. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo asked the City Manager if the council could 
meet with members of the IDA. 
 
 Herbek felt the council should indeed meet with the IDA. It is a matter 
of getting it scheduled. This is a good time for them to discuss where the IDA 
is at, and what its goals are with respect to the city as we move into more of an 
economic development type of role. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 THIS AGREEMENT made this______ day of February, 2012 by and 
between: 
 
The City of Newburgh, a municipal corporation of the State of New York, having an office 
and place of business at 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 12550 (hereinafter the ‘City’) 
 
And 
 
The City of Newburgh Industrial Development Agency, a corporate governmental agency 
constituting a body corporate and a public benefit corporation of the State of New York, 
duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York, having its principal 
office in the City Hall of the City of Newburgh, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 
12550, (hereinafter the ‘Agency’)  
 

WITNESSETH 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency was created pursuant to Chapter 314 of the Laws of 1971 of the 
state of New York as amended by Chapter 913 of the Laws of 1983, because of the 
changing economic conditions of the City and region and as a means to maintain the 
economic vitality of the City through the creation and retention of jobs, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City and Agency are committed to cooperation in implementing 
programs and services for economic revitalization. 
 
WHEREAS, the Agency, since its inception, operated an integral part of the City’s 
economic development programs, using supplies, space,  equipment and personnel of the 
City, and has been paying the City through an informal arrangement;  
 
WHEREAS, the Agency is an independent authority whose mission is dedicated to 
economic revitalization though business development and job creation, and serves as 
adjunct to City economic revitalization efforts.  
 
WHEREAS, the Agency seeks to formalize its relationship with the City in revitalizing the 
city as well as comply with mandated requirements for expanded audit control, 
transparency of its actions and compliance with New York State Law and reporting 
requirements. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants herein and other good 
and valuable consideration, the parties agree to as follows: 
 



FIRST: The term of this Agreement between the City and Agency shall commence on 
January 1, 2012 and shall terminate on December 31, 2012. The parties currently intend 
to enter into annual renewals on financial terms to be negotiated each year, as approved by 
the Council of the City of Newburgh and approved by the members of the City of 
Newburgh Industrial Development Agency. 
 
SECOND:  The Agency shall pay the City quarterly payments for the personnel, 
equipment, supplies, rental of space and any other goods or services under the terms  
outlined in Schedule “A” attached hereto and made a part hereof.  
 
THIRD:  The City, subject to approval of the Agency, will provide certain services of City 
employees as described in Schedule “A”.  In providing these services, said employees will be 
acting in their capacities as City employees subject to personnel policies and benefits, 
liability coverage, defense and indemnity and other coverages and privileges that would 
ordinarily be afforded to its employees.  
 
FOURTH:  The City will provide for approximately 180 +/- square feet of office space, 
maintenance of same, including heat and electricity, use of bathrooms, to be maintained as 
the legal offices of the Agency for its operations, and filing space in the Office of Planning 
and Development as required by the Agency to maintain Agency files now stored in the 
Office of Planning and Development.  In addition the City will provide telephonic and 
information technology communications including email, GIS and internet. 
 
FIFTH:  The City, acting through its departments, will provide resources to further the 
mission of the Agency by carrying out programs and activities to include 
 

• Services of Assessor and Director of Planning and Development to generate data on 
existing commercial and industrial real estate, City and Agency owned parcels, and 
existing businesses for the purposes of attracting new businesses to the city. 

 
• Technical Services of its City Planner and Director of Planning and Development 

with regard to coordination of brownfield remediation of Agency owned property 
at Scobie Drive, to include preparation of grant applications, attendance at 
meetings, and coordination with the Agency engineers, and  undertake appropriate 
redevelopment planning for the Scobie Drive and West Street properties that are 
owned separately by the City and Agency. 

 
• Additional  business expansion and attraction services as approved by the City and 

Agency 
 

• Maintenance of the Agency Website 
 

• Use of specific archive space and assistance in accessing records therein. 
 



 
 
 
SIXTH:   Payment to the City 
 

 All requests for reimbursement will be submitted on a quarterly basis.  Personnel 
and contractor fees will be based on hours worked. All requests for reimbursement 
will be documented to the IDA’s satisfaction. 
 

 
SEVENTH:  The Agency agrees to procure and maintain general casualty and liability 
insurance on its properties and space. 
 
Notices of any nature referred to in this agreement shall be in writing by certified mail or 
delivery by hand, or sent by facsimile.  Notices shall be effective on the date of receipt 
 
To the City:  City Manager   
                      Executive Office 
                      83 Broadway,  
                      Newburgh, NY 12550  
With a copy to the Corporation Counsel 
 
To the Agency:  Executive Director 
  City of Newburgh IDA 

83 Broadway,  
                        Newburgh, NY 12550  
 
With a copy to: Thomas Whyatt 
    Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt 
                          120 Bloomingdale Road 
   Suite 100 
   White Plains, NY 10605 
 
 
EIGHTH:  This agreement shall not be enforceable until signed by both parties and 
approved by the City of Newburgh Council. 
 
 
 
 
 

{THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK} 
 
 
 



 
 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Newburgh and the Agency have caused this 
agreement to be executed and effective as of the date first set forth above. 
 
 
 

CITY OF NEWBURGH  
 
 
 

BY____________________________________ 
RICHARD F. HERBEK, City Manager 

 
 
 

CITY OF NEWBURGH INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 
 
 
 

BY____________________________________ 
      JOSHUA L. SMITH, Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Schedule A 
 

Contract Budget 
 
 
 
Personnel Services: (includes base salary and benefits) 
Personal services will billed quarterly,  based on time sheets 
 
Director/Planning & Development  15% of time    $16,168.00  
Assessor – 40 hours@  $50. per hour                 $  2,000.00 
Office Assistant  1 hour per week                  $  1,150.00 
(SubTotal $19,318) 
 

Non Personnel Services:  
Space, Archive and Information Technology will be billed quarterly 
Phone and mail will be based on usage.  
 
Space rental (office, meeting space)         $  3,000.00  
Archive Space in Armory       $  2,500.00 
Information Technology services         $  2,500.00 
Communications, phone, mail      $     550.00 
 
TOTAL             $27,868.00 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO.:  20- 2012 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH IKON OFFICE SOLUTIONS 

TO LEASE A COPIER FOR CITY HALL 
 AT THE COST OF $286.65 FOR 60 MONTHS 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh is in need of updating their copier in City 
Hall to perform their statutory duties, assigned tasks and day-to-day operations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a review of available equipment and systems has identified a 
RICOH AFICIO MP7001SP Copier to be the most appropriate and cost-effective 
alternative; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of the copier is $286.65 per month for a period of 60 
months; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a copy of the new contract is attached hereto and made a part of this 
resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed such contract and has determined that it 
is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to enter into such contract;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to execute 
the attached contract with IKON Office Solutions to provide a new RICOH AFICIO 
MP7001SP copier for City Hall at the cost of $286.65 a month for 60 months, such funds 
to be derived from Budget Line A.1670.400.  
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION NO.: 21 - 2012 

 
OF 

 
FEBRUARY 14, 2012 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO AN INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT  

BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF ORANGE AND THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE DIGITAL SIGNAGE PROGRAM 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Orange collaborated with local municipalities to 
establish the Digital Signage Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh joined with the County of Orange and other 
local law enforcement agencies to establish a system to improve and enhance important 
law enforcement functions as provided by the terms of the agreement including but not 
limited to communications, database compilation and access, technology and equipment, 
record-keeping, inter-agency coordination and other important police functions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh wishes to enter into the annexed inter-
municipal agreement to facilitate the program to share police related information and 
intelligence through a video network that links the City of Newburgh and the County of 
Orange with the other local law enforcement agencies; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that the City’s participation in such 
program is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh and will enhance law 
enforcement in the City of Newburgh and in surrounding local municipalities, in 
cooperation with the County of Orange and other law enforcement agencies; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to enter into 
an inter-municipal agreement between the County of Orange and the City of Newburgh 
to facilitate the Digital Signage Program in order to enhance important law enforcement 
functions for the City of Newburgh and other local law enforcement agencies.  
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman  Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION NO.: 22- 2012 

 
OF 

 
FEBRUARY 14, 2012 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO THE  
NEW YORK STATE GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS)  

COOPERATIVE DATA SHARING AGREEMENT  
FOR USE WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OF NEW YORK STATE 

AND NOT-FOR-PROFIT ENTITIES 
 
 

 WHEREAS,  New York State, under Technology Policy 96-18, established an 
initiative to create a framework and criteria for the development of a statewide New York 
State Geographic Information Systems (“GIS”) Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this initiative includes a structure to implement the GIS program and 
obtain broad representation among the State’s varied GIS user community, which includes 
a Coordinating Body charged with providing policy recommendations to the Office of 
Cyber Security (OCS) and establishing a framework for the easy dissemination of GIS Data 
between agencies at minimal cost and without delay, and the Coordinating Body 
recommended creating the New York State GIS Data Sharing Cooperative as a mechanism 
to accomplish this data sharing; and 
 
 WHEREAS, New York State wishes to encourage agencies of the State of New 
York and its political subdivisions and other non-profit corporations or other non-
commercial entities to join and participate in the Cooperative and share GIS Data and also 
wishes to encourage agencies of the Federal government, other states, and other sovereigns 
to join and become Members of the Cooperative and participate in sharing of GIS Data; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh wishes to join and participate in the 
Cooperative and share GIS Data; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to enter into 
an agreement with the Office of Cyber Security to join and participate in the New York 
State Geographic Information Systems Cooperative Data Sharing Agreement, in 
substantially the form attached hereto with such other terms as may be deemed appropriate 
and necessary by Corporation Counsel to protect the interests of the City of Newburgh.  
 



 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO.: 23-2012 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION RE-APPOINTING MEMBERS 
AND APPOINTING NEW MEMBERS  

OF THE CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York, that 
pursuant to Section 12-2 of the Code of Ordinances, the following individuals be and 
hereby are re-appointed retroactively to the Citizens Advisory Committee for a term of 
three (3) years commencing on January 1, 2012; and 

 
Ward 1: 
District 1 Frances Cott 
District 2 George Stylians 
 
Ward 2 
District 1 Booker T. Simmons III 
 
Ward 4 
District 1 Pauline Dillard 
District 3 Mary Verdegaal 
 
Ward 5 
District 1 Susan Turner 
District 2 Brian S. Denniston 
 
Ward 6 
District 1 Jose Raminez 
District 3 Marvin & Joyce Susskind 
 
Ward 7 
District 1 Mary Keller 
 
Ward 8 
District 1 Adele Esposito 
District 2 Katy O’Dea 
 
Ward 9 
District 1 Mabel Frost 



 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New 

York, that pursuant to Section 12-2 of the Code of Ordinances, the following individuals 
be and hereby are appointed to the Citizens Advisory Committee for a term of three (3) 
years commencing on January 1, 2012; 
 
Ward 1: 
District 1 Jeff Wallace 
District 3 Amanda Hickey 
District 4 Michael James 
 
Ward 2 
District 1 Susan Smith 
District 2 Nora Confresi 
 
Ward 3 
District 1 Brenda McPhail 
  Tammi Hollins 
District 2 Betsy Sharpe 
 
Ward 4 
District 1 Mary Elin Korchinsky 
  Mark Carnes 
District 3 Janet Gianopoulos 
 
Ward 6 
District 2 Stacey Burks 
 
Ward 7 
District 3  George Bowles 
 
Ward 8 
District 1 Jason Nordlund 
 
Ward 9 
District 1 Edwin Gotay 
District 2 Alexandra Medina 
  Deborah Danzy 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Regina Angelo be and hereby is re-
appointed as Council liaison of the Citizens Advisory Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo questioned the reference that was made about 
members not residing in the City of Newburgh. She wanted to clarify whether 
the statement was made toward members of the Citizens Advisory Committee 
or members serving on the Redistricting Committee. As far as she knows, all 
of the members on the Citizens Advisory Committee are residents of the City 
of Newburgh. 
 
 [McPhail insisted that her earlier comment that she made is correct. She 
stated that we should be ensuring that all of the city committees are in 
compliance with the residency requirements] 
 
  Chairman of the Citizens Advisory Committee Brian Denniston 
confirmed that each member listed is a resident of the City of Newburgh. 
 
 Councilwoman Lee remarked that she thinks she knows specifically 
who McPhail is referring to. Lee does not believe that particular individual is a 
member of either committee. She stated that if there is indeed a problem, then 
they want to fix it. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO.: 24-2012 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION 
OF A HOME RULE REQUEST TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 

NEW YORK REQUESTING THE ENACTMENT INTO LAW OF 
SENATE BILL S03959 AND ASSEMBLY BILL A07299 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF NEWBURGH TO ESTABLISH AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL TO HEAR AND DETERMINE 

PARKING, STANDING AND STOPPING VIOLATIONS 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the establishment of an administrative tribunal to hear and decide 
parking, standing and stopping violations in the City of Newburgh would be of great 
benefit to the administration of justice and to the enforcement of traffic laws and enhance 
urban commerce; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law it is necessary for the New 
York State Senate and Assembly to enact respectively bills which would establish such a 
tribunal in the City of Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law Section 30 it is necessary 
and appropriate to send this Home Rule Request asking that the subject legislation be 
enacted and said tribunal be thus created; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York does hereby authorize the submission of this Home Rule Request 
to the Senate and Assembly of the State of New York requesting the adoption into law of 
Bills S 03959 and A 07299, to authorize the City of Newburgh to establish an 
administrative tribunal to hear and determine parking, standing and stopping violations. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo asked Mr. Herbek how long he thought it would 
take to go through. We have asked for this so many times before. 
 
 Herbek commented that hopefully this is the year. He and Mayor 
Kennedy are scheduled to meet with Assemblyman Gantt when they go to 
Albany in two weeks. We certainly want the assemblyman to understand what 
this means in terms of the projected revenues that can be generated as a result 
of establishing the administrative tribunal. He feels that we should keep 
pushing ahead and lobbying as much as we can for this legislation.  



 
 
 He thanked Barbara Smith for taking this and making the calls to 
Assemblyman Gantt. It is not going to be a problem in the Senate. It has been 
held up in the Assembly. Information about it is located on the City’s website 
for residents who are interested in using this as a model so that we can 
continue the letters to Albany.  
 
 Mayor Kennedy appreciated Smith’s effort in all of this. She encourages 
everyone to start the lobbying process. It is very important for us to get this 
passed this year. We have tried before, and she believes we are talking to the 
key person right now to get it out of Committee so that it comes to the Floor. 
There is a lot of money that is outstanding that can be used in our budget. She 
stated she and her colleagues are lobbying heavily for this. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.: 25 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ACCEPT AN OFFER TO GIFT TO THE CITY 

THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 12 CLARK STREET 
(SECTION 36, BLOCK 1, LOT 10) 
IN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
 

WHEREAS, an offer to gift property located at 12 Clark Street (Section 36, Block 
1, Lot 10) has been received from property owner Briar Partners, Inc.; and 
 

WHEREAS, such offer has been reviewed by the involved City departments; and it 
has been determined to be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to accept such gift; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to accept a 
gift of property located at 12 Clark Street (Section 36, Block 1, Lot 10) in the City of 
Newburgh from Briar Partners, Inc. to the City of Newburgh. 
 
 
  
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO.: 26 - 2012 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 14, 2012 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ACCEPT AN OFFER TO GIFT TO THE CITY 

THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 31 LUTHERAN STREET 
(SECTION 29, BLOCK 3, LOT 17) 
IN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
 

WHEREAS, an offer to gift property located at 31 Lutheran Street (Section 29, 
Block 3, Lot 17) has been received from property owner Mirsada Arnautovic; and 
 

WHEREAS, such offer has been reviewed by the involved City departments; and it 
has been determined to be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to accept such gift; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to accept a 
gift of property located at 31 Lutheran Street (Section 29, Block 3, Lot 17) in the City of 
Newburgh from Mirsada Arnautovic to the City of Newburgh. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Lee seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes- Councilwoman Angelo, Councilman Brown, Councilwoman Lee, 
Mayor Kennedy-4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 OLD BUSINESS 
 
 There was no old business to discuss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 There was no new business to discuss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING GENERAL MATTERS OF CITY 
BUSINESS 

 
  
 Jane Johnston, Farrell St., thanked the council for postponing its 
decision concerning the $30,000 in CDBG funding until after certification. 
That’s makes a lot of sense. Also she had some concerns about the lawsuit 
against McGoey & Hauser that was brought in 2010. Johnston stated she tried 
to contact outside counsel, but her calls were not returned. It appears that the 
case is adjourned, but future appearance dates are listed. She would like an 
update on the case. Third, she mentioned that a presentation about the 
decision-making of the Orange County Government Center is going to be held 
at the next Citizens Advisory Committee. She encouraged everyone to attend. 
 
 Jack Magno, Broadway, spoke on behalf of the Newburgh convenience 
store owners. They want to be able to operate on a twenty-four hour basis 
again. If this is not possible then they would like to be able to remain open, on 
a twenty-four hour basis, Friday through Sunday. They feel their rights have 
been violated due to people hanging out at all hours of the night. He is not 
blaming the police department. In fact, he feels the department is doing a 
fabulous job. But there is no martial law here. And residents should not be 
expected to hike all the way up Broadway to one of the 24-hour gas stations to 
get items they need for their families. The store owners pay taxes, rent, Central 
Hudson, liability insurance, wages and stipends for labor and all expenses 
necessary to operate. He implored the council to reconsider its decision to 
allow store owners to remain open through the night. He stated that the store 
owners would not have a problem installing cameras in front of their 
buildings, as well as ‘No Loitering’ signs for deterrence. 
 
  Councilwoman Lee pointed out that Mr. Magno discussed his concerns 
with her earlier. That is when she suggested that he come and speak at the 
podium this evening. Also she thinks that if Magno speaks to the City 
Manager and Corporation Counsel, then that would be a step in the right 
direction. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy remarked that this is a matter that is going to require 
additional discussion. 
 
 Sheila Monk, Johnston St., mentioned business from the last work 
session. She would like a copy of the goals that were discussed by the entire 
council. In addition to that she would like a copy of the goals that were 
subsequently discussed between Councilman Brown and Mayor Kennedy. 



Second, she requested clarification of Resolutions #21-2012, #23-2012 and #25-
2012. Lastly, she commented that we do need our firefighters and police 
officers. We should work together with them and do whatever needs to be 
done to enhance our community. 
 
 Brian Denniston, Mill St., spoke on behalf of the Citizens Advisory 
Committee. He encouraged Brenda McPhail to contact him directly if she has 
any concerns that perhaps he should be made aware. Second, he thanked 
Mayor Kennedy for her community action teams. He appreciated the list of 
new names. It is wonderful to see, and it means that we have more people 
interested in this city. He stated that he would call each person directly, in 
hopes that the Citizens Advisory Committee may be able to lend a helping 
hand. Third, he reminded everyone that the deadline for the Redistricting 
Committee is in two days. He encouraged all interested persons to submit 
their Letters of Interest to Ann Kuzmik at City Hall. Next, he pointed out we 
have Deputy Mayor Angelo, who has always been the heart of this city. And 
now we have Mayor Kennedy and a new permanent City Manager who 
perhaps may now feel like he is a part of this city. We have new council 
members. He does not know if it is the leadership, but something seems to be 
working. The concerns of the Citizens Advisory Committee are being 
addressed. From an outsider’s point of view, dealing with City Hall has 
become such a pleasure. He knows it is new into the administration, but he 
thanked the council for what it is doing.  
 
 Lastly, he noted concerns of the Citizens Advisory Committee for 
December and January. Some of the concerns included street lighting and 
paving, the cleanup of an empty lot and demolitions in the City. He remarked 
that it is amazing to see things get done. 
 
 Barbara Smith commented that one of her previous questions 
concerning the tribunal has been answered. She would like us to clarify with 
Senator Larkin as to whether he is going to try to move the matter out of 
Transportation, which is essentially Gantt’s committee. Has it been moved out 
yet? We may want to discuss it with someone other than Gantt if this is the 
case. Second, her question concerning council members sitting on boards has 
not been answered. Even though she realizes a local law has not been passed, 
she understands that it is within our Ethics that any new person sitting on the 
city council should read it and understand it. Third, she would like her mayor 
to dispel any rumors out there that she has asked for a raise. We do have a 
Charter that we need to abide. 
 
 Timothy Hayes-el, Johnston St., asked the council who is Newburgh 
Builds Newburgh. He recalls us talking about it. But he does not know when it 
took off. Second, he questioned Resolution # 19-2012. Is this about funding for 



the IDA? Third, he mentioned that he sees a lot of names (on the community 
action teams list) of people who do not live in the City of Newburgh. We have 
been having this problem for some time now.  When it comes to funding and 
not-for-profits, the people who live here get the raw end of the stick. Also he 
pointed out that the community action teams meeting was held at the same 
time that another important meeting was scheduled. It is unfortunate that we 
were unable to separate the dates. It is not right that many of these names are 
of people who do not even live here. It is important for us to work with the 
people who live in this city first before we call on persons who do not live 
here. 
 
 Mayor Kennedy responded that Newburgh Builds Newburgh was a 
program started about three years ago. It is more of a theme than an actual 
program. 
 
 City Manager Herbek responded that Resolution #19-2012 is for 
reimbursement back to the City of Newburgh. The City is provides certain 
services. For example, the Planning and Development director does a certain 
amount of work at the request of the IDA. We are trying to work together as a 
team. So when taking this into consideration, this is reimbursement back to 
the city for the amount of time that is spent. 
 
 Tammy ‘Pebbles’ Hollins, Newburgh, stated she learned there was a set 
of goals the council established at the last work session. The goals were then 
handed to the city manager. Within the time that the original set of goals was 
developed, there was another set of goals that was discussed and handed in by 
Councilman Brown and Mayor Kennedy. Hollins would like to receive a copy 
of the second set of goals to see what changed. Second, she has heard that the 
pool at Delano-Hitch ay be transitioning into the hands of the YMCA. She 
does not feel this is good, because when this city was in trouble the 
organization moved to New Windsor. Now that Newburgh appears to be 
flourishing again, the YMCA wants to return. Last, she stated that as a 
resident, she asked the mayor to reschedule the community action teams 
meeting due to the importance of the other committee meeting. She even 
quoted a statement from Mayor Kennedy’s Message. Hollins feels that the 
mayor is making conflictive statements.   
 
 Brenda McPhail, Newburgh, mentioned that she spoke with Brian and 
they resolved the issue between themselves, as far as the Citizens Advisory 
Committee goes. She would like a copy of the original goals that the council 
did together, as well as a copy of the goals that two members of the council 
decided to create on their own. Then she spoke directly to the camera:  
 



 I need everybody in the City of Newburgh to crowd this place out. Hear 
me loud and clear. If you live on Chambers Street, Johnston Street [or] Dubois 
Street [then] you need to be coming to these city council meetings, because things 
are getting ready to happen around you. 
 
 Next she mentioned Newburgh Greater Partnership. When we first 
started talking about jobs, it was stated that people would be paid for their 
labor, because of a hiring need in the community. Now all of a sudden we 
have these great teams and it has become volunteerism. She has even noticed 
that the city has gone as far as ticketing vehicles after 6:00 P.M. It is one thing 
when we talk about raising revenue, but it is another thing for us to put $5.00 
parking tickets on vehicles. How much revenue do we think we are going to 
generate from parking tickets? We have a lot of other problems to deal with in 
the City of Newburgh. She expects the members of City Council to get 
together and discuss legitimate ways to raise money to get Newburgh back on 
the right track. If that does not occur, then she knows what to do with her 
council people in the next four years. 
 
 J. Gianopolous, Newburgh, was amazed to hear that parking tickets are 
only $5.00. In conjunction with the council’s stated goals, she suggested that 
they look at and compare what other municipalities charge for their parking 
tickets. That amount is extremely low, and she does not feel that is going to get 
us anywhere. Second, she thinks there are some misunderstandings that need 
to be cleared up. The council needs to lead the people in clearing up any of 
those misunderstandings. It all has to do with ethics.   
 
 Roxie Royal, Farrington St, mentioned that the Citizens Advisory 
Committee had been given the task of choosing persons that would sit on the 
redistricting committee for the next election.  
 
 [Michelle Kelson pointed out that the above is not a true statement.] 
 
 Royal stated that this is how she understood it to be when she attended 
the Citizens Advisory Committee. She would like to know what the 
requirements are to be on the committee. Also what are the plans to educate 
city residents about the process? If this is not done satisfactorily, then there are 
going to be problems. Furthermore, many of the residents do not understand 
what redistricting entails. She has been talking to people on the streets and in 
the churches. Many people do not really know what is going on. If it is done 
right in the first place, then we will not have to contemplate trouble at a later 
time. We need to make certain that we get the information to the residents. 
 
 Lilliam Harris, Hasbrouck St., stated that it appears that the council is 
really coming together. She does not know how much work is getting done. 



But she encouraged the council to keep up the good work. Second, she 
announced that Masonic Lodge #115 will hold its annual breakfast on March 
11th, 2012 at the Eldridge Restaurant/Bar and Grill at 101 No. Plank Rd. at 8:00 
AM. Tickets are $20, and if anyone is interested they can see her for more 
information. 
 
 Susan Smith, Newburgh, commented that she has seen police officers 
doing more than just issuing tickets. Officers are walking around and placing 
themselves in those areas that are really bad with drugs and crime. And that is 
a plus. She is happy about some of the things that are beginning to happen in 
the City. She stated that not all of us are seeing the same thing at the same 
time. She does not expect anyone to go along with what she is saying. A 
person has to see it for himself. Second, she commented that business owners 
on Broadway need to be able to pay for parking permits. She recalled 
discussion about the possibility of permit parking for the lot adjacent to the 
DMV building. This could help generate revenue and alleviate the issue of 
parking tickets on Broadway. Last, she remarked that the Citizens Advisory 
Committee is going to have to do its job and choose the very best persons to sit 
on the redistricting commission. It is also important to inform the public 
thoroughly, which is Roxie’s main concern. Smith certainly hopes the public is 
going to be invited to sit down at those meetings and hear what is going on. 
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FURTHER COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
  
 Councilwoman Angelo wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day. She 
brought in a box of chocolates to share. She announced some upcoming events 
in the community. The Newburgh Free Library is offering free income tax 
assistance every Tuesday through April 10th. You must register at the library. 
The phone number is (845) 563-3624. She pointed out that the library is always 
going all out for the community. Second, there will be a fundraiser for Trestle. 
It is a bus trip to Mohegan Sun on Saturday, March 24th. Tickets are $40. 
Trestle is very important to our city. The murals were damaged because they 
were not properly coated to withstand the elements. It is estimated that we 
need to raise $100,000 to restore them. Third, the Nora Cronin School is going 
to host a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser. The dinner is going to be held on 
Saturday, March 24th at St. Mary’s Church.  
 
 Councilman Brown discussed the goals and objectives that a few people 
mentioned this evening. He stated that initially the goals and objectives were 
the ones that the council wanted to see completed within the next year. 
Subsequently he and Mayor Kennedy came up with their own set of goals and 
objectives to measure Mr. Herbek over the next year. He stated that they did 
not take the liberty to share those second set of goals with the rest of the 
council. At the work session, he apologized to his colleagues. Brown stated 
that he informed them that they could take a look at that second set of goals, 
and then add, subtract or do whatever they saw fit to do with them. He felt it 
was important though that the rest of the council members had a chance to 
look at the goals and make their own decisions about them. The two sets of 
goals and objectives are very similar, except the ones that he and the mayor 
came up with were more detailed. Brown remarked that if anyone wants to 
receive a copy of the second set of goals and objectives, then he certainly does 
not have a problem with that.  
 
 Lastly, he pointed out that he feels it is extremely important that he and 
his colleagues answer questions that the residents have. Questions should be 
answered preferably in the same evening they are asked, or at least at future 
council meetings. He has noticed that people come up to the podium and ask 
questions, for which there is no answer given. Then someone else comes up to 
the microphone and ends up asking the same question. We need to stop this. 
All questions are valid to him, and he would like to see them answered. He 
thanked everyone for coming out tonight. 
 



 Councilwoman Lee answered concerns regarding her position on the 
Housing Authority. She stated just as she stated the previous time, that anyone 
who has a question or concern can speak with Mr. Herbek about it. She 
mentioned that they have been working out an arrangement concerning this. 
Lee does not know that an actual conflict exists with her sitting on the 
Housing board, or on any other board for that matter. Some of the programs 
here really require specialized assistance. And just because she sits on the 
council does not mean that she is not going to pitch in and help out, when 
needed; even if that means she should sit on that particular board. She pointed 
out that everyone should know that even if she is not checking it out directly 
with the audience members, the Ethics Board or Friends and Family in the City 
of Newburgh, we do have a Corporation Counsel. Lee stated that she does 
check and she will continue to check with Michelle Kelson, who then also 
checks with the Office of the Attorney General. She appreciates all of the 
efforts to ensure that she is in good standing, but the Attorney General is 
doing that as well.  
 
 Next, she commented that we still have to come together and help 
organizations that need help. Most notably, the programs that need help are 
those that are helping people who may not otherwise be able to get the help or 
who may not reach out to organizations such as Community Voices Heard. 
There are a lot of people here who need help. And they vote too! Lee stated 
that she plans to help them as well. Lee commented that she does a lot of work 
with the AIDS programs in our city. Mr. Visconti has come through by 
offering transportation to Albany for World AIDS Day. Lee remarked that she 
would be sending him a letter thanking him for his generosity. This is the 
kind of working together that we need to continue to do. There is nothing 
illegal about it and he is not seeking her vote for anything. He is pitching in 
simply because there is a great need in the community. 
 
 Furthermore, in terms of the goals and objectives that were developed 
by Judy and Cedric, she mentioned that she said what she had to say about it, 
and they have apologized. Cedric apologized and he spoke at length about it. 
Lee commented that all of council members work with Mr. Herbek. They have 
discussed it and the audience has discussed it. She hopes that at the next 
council meeting we can move forward, because looking back in this city is not 
going to do anything but cause us to walk into a wall. We have to make some 
changes. She personally can not think of anything that has occurred within the 
past six weeks that is as unethical as some of the things she has looked at over 
her years in this city. There are going to be some bumps, bruises and mistakes 
made along the way, but we are going to move forward anyway to turn this 
city around. She feels confident that her colleagues are onboard with that. She 
thanked Ms. Gianopolous for the Mt. St. Mary’s College mug with the 
depiction of Newburgh on it, and she thanked everyone for coming tonight. 



 
 Mayor Kennedy remarked that there were a lot of things that have come 
up tonight. She echoed Councilwoman Lee’s statement in that there have 
indeed been some bumps along the way. They are working them out though. 
But the city can not do everything all at once. You have to know that when you 
go through a goal planning session, some brainstorming is done. They came 
up with some additional ideas, and now they are trying to combine those ideas 
to come up with the top things they have to work on to move this city forward. 
We will see how it all comes out when we get there. She assured the audience 
that she and her colleagues have not forgotten about the goals. They are 
working on them and they are working at prioritizing them. 
 
 Second, she congratulated Jackson Galati, a 6th grader at South Middle 
School in Newburgh. Galati placed 7th in the National History Bee, which is 
sponsored by the History Channel. Kennedy pointed out that this is the 
second time in which one of our children has placed in either a statewide or a 
national competition. The last one was a statewide Spelling Bee. Also she 
announced the George Washington’s birthday celebration next weekend. She 
encouraged everyone to stop by Washington Headquarters. There are going to 
be happenings on Saturday, Sunday and Monday. She encouraged us to bring 
our children to help them understand the heritage of this city. No one has a 
Washington Headquarters situated in their city. We need to take advantage of 
this great asset that we have. 
 
 Third, she mentioned the certified training for the drug and alcohol 
school. She attended the Open House and it is a great opportunity. It is right 
here, and Heaven knows that we need that resource in our city. She 
encouraged the people to check it out. Also she stated that she would check 
with Senator Larkin as to whether the bill has been moved out of the 
Transportation Committee to another committee. In addition to this, she 
announced that Community Voices Heard is going to host an Open House 
tomorrow evening at 6:30 P.M., at the Ritz Theatre. 
 
 Next, she discussed the community action teams. She stated that if this 
city could have reinvented itself without outside help, it would have done so 
already. The community action teams are not like the boards and commissions. 
These are committees of citizens who are interested in this city. She reminded 
the audience that we have business people all over Newburgh. They are very 
interested in seeing this city make progress. They have a stake just like the 
residents do. If we do not support our businesses, then there are not going to 
be any jobs. We have people from the State Legislature helping, we have 
people from the businesses and we even have people who have lived, grown 
up and gone to school here. Would you really say that if a person has 
marketing expertise, then you would not want that expertise from that person? 



This is an effort to bring this city together, not divide it. We have got to come 
together and find solutions. We have to get out of our way of thinking about 
how it has been in the past. We have to let go of the past if we are to move 
forward. We have people who are willing to help and who have never 
participated on anything, all because they have a passion to help. Mayor 
Kennedy is asking everyone to reserve their judgment. And this is exactly 
what she means when she says driving change. She mentioned that there are a 
lot of individuals who want the change, but don’t want to do anything 
differently. We have to look at a new way to get there. 
 
 Furthermore, she stated that when it comes to the community action 
teams and the redistricting committee she has an absolute passion for both 
committees. It just so happened by accident, two meetings were set up for the 
same day. She tried to work it out by making adjustments. But it did not work 
out. So she sent out an email to get new people involved, and the letter seemed 
to work. Last week they had 4 names, and now 13 people have signed up. 
Nevertheless more people are coming on board. The goal is for the Citizens 
Advisory group to collect the names. This is the committee that is charged with 
checking the eligibility requirements. Ultimately those names will be turned 
over to City Council. Each council member will then choose one person from 
the list to sit on the Redistricting Commission. That group of five persons will 
then choose the other two persons. This is the process and it was voted in the 
Charter. She stated she is helping the Citizens Advisory Committee because 
she wants to support it. She stated that this is as important to her as anything 
else she is doing. 
 
 Also she wanted to clarify concerns about the mayor’s wages. She has 
no idea where this came from. This is an example of rumors that start from 
whole cloth. There are local chat lines and websites that start these rumors out 
of nowhere. People jump on them and start spreading them all over. She 
assured everyone that the idea of a pay increase never came out of her mouth. 
There is no raise on the horizon for her. She hopes that her statement clears up 
the matter immediately. 
 
 Lastly, she discussed concerns about the City Pool. One of the goals she 
discussed with her colleagues was that they need to utilize the city’s assets to 
the best of their ability. The YMCA that exists in the City of Newburgh today 
is not the same YMCA that left the city years ago. It is not the same board and 
it is not the same management or staff that left. What she does know is that the 
YMCA has been known nationally for managing pools and for providing 
swimming program excellence. The YMCA is simply presenting a proposal to 
the city to give our children swimming lessons and to run the pool. 
 



 Mayor Kennedy reminded the audience that tonight’s meeting is not a 
work session, and the meeting is not an opportunity for debate. She stated that 
information was asked for and her goal tonight is to provide that information. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 
 
           Respectfully Submitted, 
 
           KATRINA COTTEN 
           DEPUTY CITY CLERK  


