
  A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Monday, May 23, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 3rd Floor, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 12550. 
 
 The Prayer was led by Mayor Valentine.  He asked for a silent prayer in 
honor of our Veterans for Memorial Day and the Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by Councilwoman Bell.  
 
 Present: Mayor Valentine, presiding; Councilwoman Angelo, 
Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard– 5 
    
  
 
 Councilwoman Bell made some changes to the City Council Minutes of 
May 9, 2011. On Resolution #97-2011, her motion to table should be first prior 
to the discussion and when Brenda from Community Voices Heard made her 
comments she read an official statement from the newspaper which should 
have gone just that way and not as a paraphrase. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the minutes of the regular meeting of May 9, 2011 be approved with changes. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                               CCCiiitttyyy   ooofff   NNNeeewwwbbbuuurrrggghhh   
Proclamation 

 
National Public Works Week 

 
May 15-21, 2011 

 
Public works services, such as water, sewers, streets and highways, 

Maintenance of public buildings, and solid waste collection are an integral 
Part of our residents’ everyday lives; and the health, safety and comfort of 

This community greatly depends on these facilities and services. 
 

The quality and effectiveness of these facilities, as well as their planning, 
Design, and construction, is vitally dependent upon the efforts and skill of 

Public works officials and employees;  
 

Now, therefore, I, Nicholas J. Valentine 
Mayor, and the City Council of the City of Newburgh, NY,  

Do hereby proclaim the week of May 15-21 2011 as  
“National Public Works Week” in the City of Newburgh; and 

Call upon all residents to recognize the contributions which Public Works 
Departments make every day to our quality of life. 

 
_____________________________________________  

Mayor Nicholas Valentine 
 

_______________________________________________  
Deputy Mayor Regina Angelo 

 
_______________________________________________   

Councilwoman Marge Bell 
 

_________________________________________________ 
Councilwoman Christine Bello 

_____________________________________________ 
Councilman Curlie Dillard 

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the Notices of Claim and Notice of Assessment Complaint be referred to 
Corporation Counsel with power to act. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine– 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARING #1 
 
 Mayor Valentine called a public hearing that was advertised for this 
meeting concerning the municipal stormwater management program for the 
City of Newburgh as required by the New York State Environmental 
Conservation Law and the Rules and Regulations of the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation. 
 
 Craig Marti, City Engineer explained the municipal stormwater 
management program to the audience. 
 
 Peter Smith, 225 Montgomery Street had a question about River Road 
and Quassaick Creek. 
 
 Craig Marti, City Engineer said that they received notification from the 
DEC about a culvert that discharges to that location where some inspections 
have shown a white discoloration but this is an ongoing investigation to see 
what contributes to that.  His initial feeling is that it comes from the railroad 
area and they have been looking at it but unfortunately since it was brought to 
their attention it has been raining so they can’t do a dry weather investigation 
until they have a few dry days. 
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, this public hearing was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARING #2 
 
 Mayor Valentine called a public hearing that was advertised for this 
meeting concerning a local law amending City Code charter chapter 270 
entitled “taxation” to provide for the addition of Article X entitled  
“Residential-Commercial Exemption” 
 
 Brian Flannery, 5 Norton Street said that he understands that the 485a 
exemption is narrower than he thought.  It has to do with conversion from 
non-residential to a mixed residential/commercial and is aimed for the old 
factory buildings here in Newburgh. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that this is not about new construction it is about 
buildings that are already built that are not being utilized. 
 
 Judy Kennedy, City of Newburgh said that there was a presentation 
several weeks ago with some discussion about the first owner and second 
owner having this tax exemption but she doesn’t see that in this current draft. 
 
 Ed Lynch, Planning & Development Director explained that she may be 
referring to a situation in Albany where the exemption was passed on to a 
condo owner after the developer was done with the project which is allowable.   
 
 Judy Kennedy continued that the tax exemption is for twelve years but 
no matter who owns it, it will be just for that twelve year period.  It will not be 
increased. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that the first eight years is the exemption and 
then from year nine on it goes up in increments for five years so by the twelfth 
year it is at 100%. 
 
 Judy Kennedy suggested that in section 270-63(A) it says that they are 
eligible if the cost of the conversion exceeds $10,000.00.  She feels that 
$10,000.00 is too low and that there should be a floor of at least $50,000.00 to 
know that they are serious. 
 
 Kippy Boyle, City of Newburgh asked if our local law could be changed 
regarding the $10,000.00 amount. Can we set our own figures? 
 
 Ed Lynch, Planning & Development responded with a “no”. 
 
 Kippy Boyle said in regard to land use, the map is so critical to this tax 
exemption and she wishes that there were full size maps set up here showing 
the proposed changes so that the public could see where these areas will be.    



 
 Mayor Valentine said that this is just an exemption from the increase.  
They will still pay the same amount that they are paying right now but they 
will not pay any more to entice them to do the development.   
 
 Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel said that the conversion has to 
exceed $10,000.00 so if they do a $9,000.00 conversion then they are not eligible. 
 
 Rick Milton, Mesh Realty said that he is looking to do some small 
projects and just recently finished two projects in the City of Newburgh that 
created affordable housing.  Grants are not available anymore and this allows 
the City to control its own destiny.  With a program like this you don’t have to 
depend on outside grants and competition.  This is a way for the City of 
Newburgh to have control of its own destiny and projects to create affordable 
housing. 
 
 Mayor Valentine asked Mr. Milton what this would have done for him 
if he had the 495a for a past project. 
 
 Rick Milton said that it would have made a huge difference.   
 
 Ray Yannone said that the 485a is a proven model that has been 
successful in other cities.  It is a way to bring affordable housing to the city 
and give people a reason to buy.  This would be a short term incentive to bring 
people here.  The effect of bringing housing to Newburgh and construction 
jobs as well as the people living here and bringing money to the restaurants 
and stores has an incredible impact.  He hopes that the city adopts this 
program and considers what they can bring for other projects to help them 
move forward.  
 
 MaryAnn Prokosch, City of Newburgh feels that this is something that 
is very necessary to move forward and help us take some of these buildings to 
create areas for people to live.  She said that she would encourage the city to 
think about some type of program for the people to come in to those buildings 
and redevelop them as work space.  You can’t take a commercial area and 
make it into a nice residential are because they just don’t look right.  They 
need to be what they were built to be.   
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, this public hearing was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARING #3 
 
 Mayor Valentine called a public hearing that was advertised for this 
meeting concerning the adoption of the proposed City of Newburgh Future 
Land Use Plan as a component of the Sustainable Master Plan. 
 
 Ed Lynch, Planning & Development Director said that this plan is 
available on the city’s website and copies have been made available at the 
public Library as well as the City Clerk’s Office and Planning & Development.  
In addition, notices were sent to the Orange County Panning Department and 
adjoining municipalities to make them aware that the plan is available and 
that there would be a public hearing tonight.  
 
 Sarah Yackel, BJF Planning noted that this is the first of two hearings so 
no decision will be made tonight.  We will meet with the committee again 
depending on the comments made tonight and make changes which will be 
submitted to the Council and then we will have a second public hearing prior 
to adoption.   
 
 Rick Milton, Armory Board member suggested that before this is 
adopted that they would like to meet with Sarah and discuss language that 
would more adequately describe what they are doing there. 
 
 Sarah said that Ian recently brought that to here attention and she 
would be happy to discuss that further. 
 
 Mary Ann Prokosch, City of Newburgh noticed that on 9W entering the 
city at the south end we have on this map showing two different zones; 
Commercial on the east side and Industrial on the west side.  This is a gateway 
area so she recommended that this be changed to Commercial on the west side 
of 9W.  
 
 Sarah Yackel, BFJ Planning said that they can certainly look at that. 
 
 Mary Ann Prokosch continued that on William Street it has been 
proposed to put a five plus family (R5).  She has no problem with high density 
but William Street doesn’t seem like the place to put it to her. It is a dense area 
there to begin with so you will be adding more people to a small area.  If 
someone were to build tall buildings on that narrow street then it will be like 
a cavern with very little sunlight. She can see other areas that would be better 
for this.  
 
 Janet Gianopolous, City of Newburgh said that she agrees with the 
concept of having the gateways as attractive as possible and they currently are 



not as attractive as they could be so she thinks that needs to be looked at.  She 
also thinks that Master Plans are often done more frequently than what they 
have been in the City of Newburgh. 
 
 Deirdre Glenn, 15 Bayview Terrace said that presently the Newburgh 
Armory at 321 S. William Street is zoned as I1, Heavy Commercial/Light 
Industrial.  It is recorded as “Institutional” in use.  The Armory was sold to the 
City of Newburgh in July, 2010 for $1.00 by the State of New York, with the 
caveat that it be used by the city for transportation, mental health or athletic 
activities.  Given the proximity of the Armory site to the Delano Hitch 
Recreation Park, the Newburgh Armory Unit Center, Inc. proposes that the 
Land Use Plan recommends that the Armory and surrounding land be 
primarily dedicated to recreational uses.  With Delano Hitch Park situated at 
the Southwest gateway to the City of Newburgh, the facilities together can 
provide Newburgh with a tremendous advantage in recreation, promotion of 
sports and wellness and tourism unequaled in the Hudson Valley.  
 
 Sarah Yackel, BFJ Planning said in response to an earlier comment 
concerning William Street that they are recommending a switch in the blocks 
because they feel that continuing Commercial along that corridor will hold 
potential shoppers away from Broadway. In terms of the density, they are 
recommending that those blocks be rezoned to R3 which has a height limit of 
thirty-five feet.    
 
 William Kaplan, on behalf of the Newburgh Armory Committee asked 
that the Land Use Committee look at this very carefully and make sure that 
this is the right use for the Armory.  They will be coming to the City for a long 
term contract and a great deal of money will be invested in the Armory so they 
want to make sure that it is the right use.  Be sure that it is in the plans so that 
they can do the right job there and the right process is followed. 
 
 Sarah Yackel, BFJ Planning said that they will work with the Armory 
Committee and the City to work this out. When they prepared the Plan they 
didn’t have the full sense of what the contract was and what the potential uses 
are there. They don’t want to disallow anything that might come forward with 
that property so they will look at various options for addressing that.  
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, this public hearing was 
closed. 
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that this is just the first public hearing.  A 
second one will be scheduled followed by a vote and then the zoning changes.  

 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 There were no comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 103 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO  
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH 

CGI COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR POLE BANNERS 
 
        

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh is dedicated to making the community 
a better place to live, work and conduct business; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to participate in a promotional campaign 
conducted by CGI Communications, Inc. to help market and do business in the 
City; and   
 

WHEREAS, the marketing program includes street banners exclusively 
designed for the City of Newburgh which will be displayed on poles along Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
enter into an agreement with CGI Communications, Inc. to provide pole banners 
to the City of Newburgh, with such other terms and conditions as may be 
required by Corporation Counsel, same as being in the best interest of the City of 
Newburgh.  
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









RESOLUTION NO.:  104  -2011        
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 
SECOND AMENDMENT TO THE LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE 

NEWBURGH ROWING CLUB TO ERECT UTILITY TWO UTILITY POLES 
TO CARRY ELECTICITY AND MAINTAIN CERTAIN INSURANCE 

POLICIES DURING PUBLIC EVENTS 
 
 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh (“City”) and the Newburgh Rowing 
Club agree that the sport of rowing encourages discipline, character, teamwork, 
physical fitness and good health; and that rowing enjoys a prominent historical 
connection with the City of Newburgh, being the site of the landmark 
achievements of the Ward bothers, namesakes of the Ward Brothers Memorial 
Rowing Park; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Newburgh Rowing Club provides valuable recreational, 
social and community-based opportunities to the City and the greater Newburgh 
area, and enhances the City’s quality of life bringing renown and the esteem of 
schools, athletic, associations, clubs and other communities far and wide; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and the Newburgh Rowing Club wish to further 
develop and advance their relationship which is in the best interests of the 
people of the City, the Newburgh Rowing Club and its participants and 
supporters, the sport of rowing and the greater Newburgh community; and 
therefore wish to enter into the Memorandum of Understanding as provided 
hereby, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and the Newburgh Rowing Club entered into a 
License Agreement dated October 31, 1999, as authorized by Resolution No. 210-
99, dated October 12, 1999, as amended by Amendment to License Agreement, as 
authorized by Resolution No. 83-2002 of April 22, 2002, permitting NRC to 
construct a boathouse and sewer connection to the Newburgh Sewage Treatment 
Plant, parking facility, landscape and docks; and to conduct its activities on a 
portion of waterfront parkland owned by the City; and  
 



 WHEREAS, the City and the Newburgh Rowing Club wish to further 
amend the License Agreement;   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to 
execute the Second Amendment to License Agreement with the Newburgh 
Rowing Club in substantially the form attached hereto with such other terms and 
conditions as Corporation Counsel may require, same as being required by law 
and in the best interests of the City of Newburgh, to authorize NRC to erect and 
maintain utility poles to carry electricity and to maintain certain insurance 
policies during public events. 
  
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 105 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO APPLY FOR A GRANT FROM THE 

GOVERNORS TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE FOR 
THE BUCKLE UP NEW YORK (BUNY) SAFETY PROGRAM 

IN AN AMOUNT OF $10,030.00 WITH AN ESTIMATED CITY MATCH OF 
$2,600.00 AND TO ACCEPT SUCH GRANT IF AWARDED 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh Police Department performs many 
duties and offers a variety of services to promote public safety and health; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC) awards 
grants under its “Buckle Up New York” (BUNY) grant program to provide funds 
for additional police enforcement, educational materials, safety equipment, 
training, media outreach and other strategies related to fostering increased 
compliance with seat belt laws and enforcement thereof, and related services to 
be provided by and through the City of Newburgh Police Department; and 
  
 WHEREAS, making application for such grant in the amount of 
$10,030.00 with an estimated City match of $2,600.00 for benefits shall be derived 
from A.1900.1990 to continue this important and successful program from prior 
years; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that applying for and acceptance 
of such grant is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh and its residents; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute any and all documentation required to apply for and accept the 
aforementioned grant in the amount of $10,030.00 with an estimated City match 
of $2,600.00 from the Governors Traffic Safety Committee; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager and Chief of Police 
be and they are hereby authorized to accept such grant and implement the 
subject program. 

 



Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 

Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 

ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 106 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO APPLY FOR A GRANT FROM THE GOVERNOR’S TRAFFIC SAFETY 

COMMITTEE 
FOR CHILD SAFETY SEATS AND RELATED SERVICES 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.00 WITH NO CITY MATCH REQUIRED 
AND TO ACCEPT SUCH GRANT IF AWARDED 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh Police Department performs many 
duties and offers a variety of services to promote public safety and health; and 
  
 WHEREAS the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC) awards 
grants under its “Child Passenger Safety Incentive” grant program to provide 
eligible persons from culturally diverse, low income populations with child 
safety seats, awareness training and additional related services, to be provided 
by and through the City of Newburgh Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this will be a continuation of this successful program from 
last year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that applying for and acceptance 
of such grant is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh and its residents; 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute any and all documentation required to apply for the aforementioned 
grant in an amount of $10,000.00 from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager be and he is hereby 
authorized to accept such grant and implement the subject program should it be 
awarded. 
 
  Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION NO.: 107 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH GOVDEALS.COM 

 TO PROVIDE LIQUIDATION SERVICES TO THE CITY OF NEWBURGH  
 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh from time to time has surplus City 
equipment which is no longer needed for City purposes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such property may have some inherent commercial value to 
private parties; but cannot be used by the City departments or agencies; and the 
City has no efficient means of storing, preserving, using or otherwise deriving 
value from such property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, GovDeals.com is an experienced and proven online 
government surplus sales service provider which sells items to anyone on the 
public site; and 
 
 WHEREAS, GovDeals.com only charges for the items sold at a rate of 
7.5% of the sale price and has generated significant revenues for such 
municipalities and agencies by profitably selling such property to private 
bidders; and 
 
 WHEREAS, entering into such a contract would generate revenue for the 
City of Newburgh from property which would otherwise go to waste, and thus 
would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager of the City of Newburgh be and he 
is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement with GovDeals.com to provide 
liquidation services to the City of Newburgh, with such other terms and 
conditions as may be required by Corporation Counsel, same as being in the best 
interest of the City of Newburgh.  
 

 



 Councilwoman Bell said that when this came up at the Work Session 
one thing mentioned was that computers that are outdated would become part 
of this sale.  She recommended that we weigh out how much we are actually 
going to capture from an online auction for an old computer against what we 
would gain from making it available to youth in the community who don’t 
have their own computer.  She thinks that this is something that should be 
considered.  
  
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



















RESOLUTION NO.: 108 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO AN AGREEMENT BY AND 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH AND THE NEW YORK STATE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (“DEC”) 

TO AUTHORIZE A DAILY AND SEASONAL BOAT LAUNCH PERMIT FEE 
AT THE WASHINGTON STREET BOAT LAUNCH RAMP 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh in cooperation with the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, has developed the subject 
property to accommodate a boat launch ramp in conjunction with a Co-
Operative Agreement between the City of Newburgh and the DEC dated June 6, 
1997; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City owns the real property surrounding the Washington 
Street Boat Launching Ramp; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City seeks to impose reasonable fees for the use of said 
boat launch ramp, requiring that said Co-Operative Agreement be amended;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York as follows: 
 

1. The City Manager is hereby authorized to amend said Co-
Operative Agreement with the DEC, and in connection with such 
amendments to the Agreement to impose a daily and seasonal 
permit fee for boat launching. 

 
2. The agreed-upon fees for such daily and seasonal permits will be 

enacted through a City ordinance. 
 

3. One (1) certified copy of this Resolution shall be prepared and sent 
to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, 
Albany, New York. 

 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













ORDINANCE NO.: 14 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 220, “PARKS AND 
RECREATION AREAS” ARTICLE III, ENTITLED “WASHINGTON STREET 

BOAT LAUCH RAMP”  
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

TO ADD PERMIT REQUIREMENT 
 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
that Chapter 220, “Parks and Recreation Areas”, Article III “Washington Street 
Boat Launch Ramp” be and is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 1.  Chapter 220:  Parks and Recreation Areas 
 
Article III.  Washington Street Boat Launch Ramp 
 
§ 220-21.  Permit required; Fees. 
 

A. Fees for launching watercraft shall be as set forth in Chapter 163, Fees, 
of this Code.  No person shall launch a boat, jet ski or other vessel 
unless the fees for the current season as set forth in Chapter 163, Fees 
of this Code has been paid and a duly authorized permit or sticker for 
the use of the boat launch has been issued by the City. 

 
B. Holders of permits or stickers shall be required to exhibit same at the 

request of any other individual authorized to enforce provisions of this 
Code or affix the permit or sticker to the rear windshield of any vehicle 
parked in a duly designated boat trailer parking area as set forth in 
Chapter 288, Vehicles and Traffic, of this Code.   

  
 
Section 2: This Ordinance shall take effect upon the execution of Amendment 
No. 4 to the Operation and Maintenance Agreement between the City of 
Newburgh and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 
 
 
Strikethrough denotes deletions 
Underlining denotes additions  



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the ordinance be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORDINANCE NO.: 15 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 288, “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”  
SECTION 288-29.1 ENTITLED “BOAT TRAILER PARKING ZONES”  

AND SECTION 288-85 ENTITLED “SCHEDULE XXVII: 
CITY PARKING LOTS AND PARKING GARAGES – PARKING PERMIT 
FEES” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
that Chapter 288, “Vehicles and Traffic”, be and is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Section 1.   Chapter 288, Vehicles and Traffic  
 
Article III: Parking, Standing and Stopping 
 
§ 288-29.1.  Boat trailer parking zones.   
 

A. No vehicle shall stop, stand or be parked in an area marked as a 
boat trailer parking zone unless it is towing a licensed boat trailer and 
displays the permit or sticker issued by the City for the current season 
pursuant to Chapter 220, Parks and Recreation, of this Code.   

 
 
Article VIII: Schedules 
 
§ 288-85.  Schedule XXVII: City Parking Lots and Parking Garages --- Parking 
Permit Fees.   
 
Whenever the City Manager shall, pursuant to the authority delegated to him by 
§ 288-35 of this chapter, have designated all or some of the spaces in parking lots 
owned or operated by the City of Newburgh as reserved for vehicles displaying 
a valid parking permit for said parking lot issued by the City of Newburgh, the 
fee for the purchase of said parking permit shall be as established herein; and no 
person shall park or stand a vehicle in such space without displaying a valid 



parking permit issued by the City of Newburgh and without having paid the fee 
set forth herein.  
  
 Location of Parking Lot         Monthly Fee       
 
Washington Center          $35     
Washington Street Boat Launch        $20  Daily or 
seasonal permit  
         as set forth in 
Chapter 163, 
         Fees 
  
 
 
Section 2: This Ordinance shall take effect upon the execution of Amendment 
No. 4 to the Operation and Maintenance Agreement between the City of 
Newburgh and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the ordinance be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORDINANCE NO.: 16 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 163 
ENTITLED “FEES” OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Newburgh that: 
 
Section 1.  Chapter 163 entitled “Fees” of the Code of the City of Newburgh be 
and hereby is amended as follows: 
 
 
§ 220-21 Launching boat or jet skis at Newburgh 
  Boat Launch      $8.00 per day per 
boat/jet ski 
         Daily Permit: $20.00 
         Season Permit:
 $175.00 
 
 
 
Section 2: This Ordinance shall take effect upon the execution of Amendment 
No. 4 to the Operation and Maintenance Agreement between the City of 
Newburgh and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. 
 
Strikethrough denotes deletions 
Underlining denotes additions  
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the ordinance be adopted 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 



RESOLUTION NO.:  109 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH 
SUBCONTRACTORS OF FISCAL YEAR 2011  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 
 

WHEREAS, this Council approved the allocation of Community 
Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) funds to specific sub-contractors from the FY 
2011 entitlement funds; and 
 

  WHEREAS, an agreement is required between the City of Newburgh and 
the sub-contractors prior to payment of funds to the sub-contractors; and 
 

WHEREAS, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(“HUD”) funds will be made available to the sub-contractors after services have 
been rendered and approved by City staff and released through the HUD 
accounting system; and 
 
  WHEREAS, a copy of such agreement is annexed hereto and made a part 
of this resolution; 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and is hereby authorized to 
execute an agreement between the City of Newburgh and the following sub-
contractors. 

SUNY Orange/ 
Best Resources 

$8,750 STEP Program Students Taking an Effective Path to Success 
addresses improving educational outcomes for 15 young people 
 

Green Team, 
Newburgh Armory 
Unity Center and 
Groundworks Inc.    

$10,000 Launch Summer Green Team program that will offer 7 
disadvantaged Newburgh teenagers the chance to participate in 
community service activities.    
 

MISN/ Head Start $8,887 Circle of Promising Women:  Improve support structures for young 
mothers that will help them to attain their own educational and 
career goals and support the educational and developmental 
outcomes of their children.   
 



 
Total:  $44,637 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northeast Gateway 
to Freedom 

$10,000 Kidz Initiative  after school dinner & Life Center.  Summer 
Initiative.  Funding youth interns, field trips, summer programming 
etc.   
  

Newburgh Zion 
Lions 

7,000 Request: Books and Basketball Team for Tomorrow – Book Club 
and Arts and Cultural Development for students associated with the 
basketball program.   



























RESOLUTION NO.: 110 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT  
WITH MASER CONSULTING P.A.  

IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $10,000.00 
IN CONNECTION WITH PENDING LITIGATION 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh in engaged in certain litigation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City requires certain professional engineering services in 

connection of this litigation; and  
 
WHEREAS, Maser Consulting P.A. has provided a proposal to perform 

the necessary services and has been identified as qualified to perform said 
services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh finds that engaging 
the services of Maser Consulting P.A. is in the best interests of the City of 
Newburgh;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized 
to enter into a contract for professional engineering services, with such other 
terms and conditions as may be required by Corporation Counsel, with Maser 
Consulting P.A. in an amount not to exceed Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars. 
 
 Mayor Valentine stated that he and Councilman Dillard cannot vote on 
this because the litigation has to do with Ferry Crossing. He is an owner and 
Councilman Dillard is a renter there so they have to recuse themselves from 
this vote.   

 
Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 

the resolution be adopted. 
Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 

Bello – 3 
ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION NO.:  111 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

APPROVING THE ALLOCATION OF $50,000  
FROM URESTRICTED SECTION 108 MARINA OPS ACCOUNT  

TO THE 2011 CDBG ENTITLEMENT FUND – DEMOLITION PROGRAM 
 

 
  WHEREAS, unrestricted Section 108 Marina Ops program income funds 
can be utilized for demolition activities in Census Tract 4 and 5; and 
  

  WHEREAS, the Council has determined that CDBG funding should be 
prioritized to address health and safety concerns within the City of Newburgh 
including the demolition of City-owned hazardous vacant buildings; and 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Newburgh will develop a targeted approach in 
an effort to stabilize neighborhoods in Census tracts 4 and 5 through the 
demolition of hazardous buildings; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has previously approved funding for 
demolition/ clearance; and   
 

8686.448.8065.2011                $ 50,000 
8686.448.8065.2010            $ 70,000 
09.17 $ 30,000 
TOTAL    $150,000 

 
  WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh approved a Section 3 plan which 
establishes procedures and requirements relating to the hiring of low income local 
residents and qualified small businesses on projects involving CDBG funding, 
 which projects equal to or exceed $200,000; 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and is hereby authorized to 
allocate $50,000 from the Unrestricted Section 108 Marina Ops Program Income 
Account to CDBG 2011 Entitlement Fund, 8686.448.8065.2011, and issue a Request 
for Proposals for the demolition of City-owned vacant buildings. 

 



 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 112 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 

ENGINEERING SERVICES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE EVALUATION OF VACANT CITY-OWNED BUILDINGS  

AND THE PREPARATION OF A SCOPE OF WORK  
FOR A REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR DEMOLITION 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh is in the process of evaluating vacant 
City-owned buildings for possible demolition; and 

 
WHEREAS, C.T. Male Associates, P.C. has submitted a proposal to 

conduct an initial evaluation of abandoned buildings, generate a reasonable cost 
estimate for building demolition and to generate a template to be used as a 
request for qualifications to select a qualified consultant to oversee such project; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, based on their experience, references and project history, C.T. 
Male Associates, P.C. is best qualified to provide such services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost for such project shall be in an amount not to exceed 
One Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 ($1,500.00) Dollars; and 
 
 WHEREAS, funding for such project shall be derived from Engineering 
Line A.1440.0455, Consulting Services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that entering into an agreement 
with C. T. Male Associates, P.C. is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh 
and its residents;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into 
an agreement with C.T. Male Associates, P.C. for professional engineering 
services in connection with the evaluation of vacant city-owned buildings and 
the preparation of a scope of work for a request for qualifications for demolition. 
 



Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 

Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 

ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 113 - 2011 
 

OF  
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A SETTLEMENT IN THE MATTER OF 
TRENTON BROWN AGAINST THE CITY OF NEWBURGH IN THE 

AMOUNT OF THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
 
 

 WHEREAS, Trenton Brown brought a claim against the City of 
Newburgh; and  
 
  WHEREAS, the parties have reached an agreement for the payment of the 
settlement of the claim in the amount of Three Thousand Five Hundred 
($3,500.00) Dollars in exchange for a release to resolve all claims among them; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, such funds shall be secured by 2011 “M” Funds, Account 
M.1930.0400 Judgments & Claims; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interests of the 
City of Newburgh to settle the matter for the amount agreed to by the parties; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City’s attorney is hereby authorized to settle the 
claim of Trenton Brown in the total amount of Three Thousand Five Hundred 
($3,500.00) Dollars, and that City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to 
execute documents as the City’s attorney may require, to effectuate the 
settlement as herein described. 
 

 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 114 - 2011 
 

OF  
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A SETTLEMENT IN THE MATTER OF 
JESSICA WARD AGAINST THE CITY OF NEWBURGH IN THE AMOUNT 

OF  
FIFTY TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS 

 
 
 WHEREAS, Jessica Ward brought a claim against the City of Newburgh; 
and  
 
  WHEREAS, the parties reached an agreement for the payment of the 
settlement of the claim in the amount of Fifty Two Thousand Five Hundred 
($52,500.00) Dollars in exchange for a release to resolve all claims among them; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, such funds shall be secured by 2011 “M” Funds, Account 
M.1930.0400 Judgments & Claims; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interests of the 
City of Newburgh to settle the matter for the amount agreed to by the parties; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City’s attorney is hereby authorized to settle the 
claim of Jessica Ward in the total amount of Fifty Two Thousand Five Hundred 
($52,500.00) Dollars, and that City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to 
execute documents as the City’s attorney may require, to effectuate the 
settlement as herein described. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL LAW NO.: 3 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

MAY 23, 2011 
 

A LOCAL LAW ADDING ARTICLE X ENTITLED 
“RESIDENTIAL-COMMERCIAL URBAN EXEMPTION” 

TO CHAPTER 270 “TAXATION” OF THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
 
 
 BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Newburgh as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1 - TITLE 
 
 This Local Law shall be referred to as “A Local Law Adding Article X 
entitled ‘Residential-Commercial Urban Exemption’ to Chapter 270 of the Code 
of the City of Newburgh”. 
 
SECTION 2 - PURPOSE AND INTENT 
 
 The purpose of this local law is to adopt a real property tax exemption 
from general municipal taxes in the City of Newburgh for developers and 
building owners to convert non-residential real property to mixed residential 
and commercial uses as authorized by Real Property Tax Law Section 485-a.  
 
SECTION 3 - AMENDMENT 
 
 Chapter 270 entitled “Taxation” of the Code of the City of Newburgh is 
hereby amended by the addition of Article X entitled “Residential-Commercial 
Urban Exemption” to read as follows:   
 
“ARTICLE X 
 
Residential-Commercial Urban Exemption 
 
§270-61 Purpose. 
 

The City Council of the City of Newburgh encourages and promotes the 
conversion of numerous vacant and underutilized buildings in the City formerly 



used for industrial, warehouse, manufacturing and other commercial operations 
to mixed commercial and residential use by providing an exemption from 
general municipal taxes pursuant to Section 485a of the Real Property Tax Law of 
the State of New York. 
 
§270-61 Definitions. 
 
 As used in this section, the following terms shall have the following 
meanings: 
 
APPLICANT – any person obligated to pay real property taxes on the property 
for which an exemption from real property taxes under this Article is sought. 
 
COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION WORK – the modernization, rehabilitation, 
expansion or other improvement of the portion of the mixed-use property to be 
used for commercial purposes. 
 
COMMERCIAL PURPOSE OR USE – the buying, selling or otherwise providing 
of goods or service, including hotel services, or other lawful business or 
commercial activities permitted in mixed-use property. 
 
MIXED-USE PROPERTY – property on which will exist, after completion of 
residential construction work or a combination of residential construction work 
and commercial construction work, a building or structure used for both 
residential and commercial purposes. 
 
MUNICIPALITY – any town, city or village except a city having more than one 
million inhabitants. 
 
PERSON – an individual, corporation, limited liability company, partnership, 
association, agency, trust, estate, foreign or domestic government, or subdivision 
thereof, or other entity. 
 
RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION WORK – the creation, modernization, 
rehabilitation, expansion or other improvement of dwelling units, other than 
dwelling units in a hotel, in the portion of mixed-use property to be used for 
residential purposes. 
 
§270-62 Exemption. 
 

Non-residential real property, upon conversion to mixed-use property, 
shall be exempt from taxation and special ad valorem levies as provided in 
Section 485-a of the New York State Real Property Tax Law.  For a period of 



twelve (12) years from the approval of an application, the increase in assessed 
value of such property attributable to such conversion shall be exempt as 
provided in the table below.  Such exemption shall be computed with respect to 
the “exemption base”.  The exemption base shall be determined for each year in 
which there is an increase in assessed value so attributable from that of the 
previous year’s assessed value.  Such exemption shall be computed in 
accordance with the following table: 

 
 
 
Year of Exemption     Percentage of Exemption 
 
1 through 8      100% of exemption 
9       80% of exemption 
10       60% of exemption 
11       40% of exemption 
12       20% of exemption 

 
§270-63 Exclusions from Exemption. 
 

A. No such exemption shall be granted unless such conversion was 
commenced subsequent to the date on which this Local Law takes 
effect and the cost of such conversion exceeds the sum of Ten 
Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars. 

B. For purposes of this section, the term “conversion” shall not include 
ordinary maintenance and repairs. 

C. No such exemption shall be granted concurrent with or subsequent to 
any other real property tax exemption granted to the same 
improvements to real property, except where, during the period of 
such previous tax exemption, payments in lieu of taxes or other 
payments were made in an amount that would have been equal to or 
greater than the amount of real property taxes that would have been 
paid on such improvements had such property been granted an 
exemption pursuant to this Article.  In such case, an exemption shall be 
granted for a number of years equal to the twelve-year exemption 
granted pursuant to this Article less the number of years the property 
would have been previously exempt from real property taxes. 

 
§270-64 Time to File Application. 
 
Any exemption pursuant to this Article shall be granted only upon application 
by the property owner on a form prescribed by the State Board of the Office of 
Real Property Services.  The application shall be filed with the Assessor of the 



City of Newburgh on or before the taxable status date of March 1 to be eligible 
for an exemption to be entered on the assessment roll prepared on the basis of 
said taxable status date. 
 
SECTION 4 - VALIDITY 
 
 The invalidity of any provision of this Local Law shall not affect the 
validity of any other provision of this Local Law that can be given effect without 
such invalid provision. 
 
SECTION 5 – EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 This Local Law and shall be effective when it is filed in the Office of the 
New York State Secretary of State in accordance with the provisions of New York 
State Municipal Home Rule Law and shall apply to assessment rolls on the basis 
of taxable status dates occurring on and after January 1, 2012.  
 
SECTION 6 - FILING 
 
 In addition to the Office of the New York State Secretary of State, copies of 
this Local Law shall be filed with the State Board of the Office of Real Property 
Services and the City of Newburgh Assessor. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that she wants to be absolutely clear that this 
is just an exemption on improvements. 
 
 Ed Lynch, Director of Planning and Development responded with a 
“yes”. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that typically we don’t offer exemptions 
unless there is an exchange for job creation such as through the IDA. 
 
 Ed Lynch said that that is not true.  We actually have a 485b exemption 
that was adopted by Council about thirteen years ago which precipitated a 
good deal of investments on the waterfront for the restaurants and other 
commercial establishments.  This is a very similar program where individuals 
will go to the Tax Assessor to request this exemption. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello noted that on the waterfront that also brought a lot 
of jobs which was a wonderful thing but we don’t typically give tax 
exemptions for residential. 
 



 Ed Lynch said that this is for mixed use.  The concept is to take 
buildings that are vacant or that would lend themselves to residential with a 
non residential use to be able to stimulate investment within the community. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that she understands that this is a great 
incentive for development but we have a tremendous amount of beleaguered 
homeowners and business owners that don’t have mixed use properties.   Why 
don’t we extend this exemption to all homeowners to encourage improvement 
on their properties?   
 
 Ed Lynch said that this is a law authorized by the State and it does not 
authorize it for the purposes that you are talking about.  As he mentioned 
earlier there is an exemption provided to individuals in the east end historic 
district that if they get a certificate of appropriateness from the ARC then the 
value of the improvements they make to that property could also be exempt 
from property taxes the same as what we are talking about here.  He also 
pointed out that just because they are adopting this local law doesn’t mean 
that developers will run to Newburgh and start investing.  The County can 
also participate in this exemption and we will be talking to them as well. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 
 

 Michael Gabor, Grand Street said that in the past he brought up an 
issue that crossing Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. is a hazard.  There are events 
at the waterfront with a lot of kids and there is not one crosswalk anywhere 
down there.  He thinks that there needs to be crosswalks and additional lights 
or stop signs. We want to encourage people coming and going across that 
street. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that when the 9W construction is done they plan 
to take that light away which will be a bad thing because it at least slows some 
people down.   Without that light there is no stop between Washington Street 
and Grand Street and nobody does thirty miles per hour on that street.   
 
 Barbara Smith, Powell Avenue said that there is an article in the 
Sentinel Newspaper that has to do with a public notice of a public hearing on 
HUD funds.  She asked if someone could give her an idea of what this is.  In 
regard to the Biomass Project, she hopes that the City Council does not come to 
a judgment with regard to moving anything without looking into all of the 
questions that were raised.  She doesn’t think that a Council that has the 
potential of losing four people should make a decision on a long term twenty 
year contract.   
 
 Ed Lynch, Director of Planning and Development noted that the article 
in the Sentinel is from Orange County for a public hearing that they have 
received.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that she kept thinking about Hudson Baylor 
and that no one has considered that we have a City of Newburgh based 
business that accepts all of our recycling and hires from within the City.  If we 
decide to send that out she feels that it will be a huge loss for the city.  There is 
a whole dialogue that needs to take place on this. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that we have only had a presentation so far and a 
point that was made by George Garrison is that you would be adding mileage 
and wear & tear as well as man hours to drive out to Montgomery.  With that 
you will be eating at the savings and trucks will have to be replaced. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell added that she considered this to be totally 
premature because we have been waiting for the RFP for privatization of the 
sanitation services.  The timing is not right at this point.   
 



 MaryAnn Prokosch, City of Newburgh said that this is a contract that is 
in the early stages but there are lots and lots of questions.  More information is 
needed in order to make a proper decision.  Goshen has been offered the same 
deal as the City of Newburgh but we will be using a lot more fuel than 
Goshen so we should get a better price.  She does feel that we have to deal 
with garbage in a different way than we have been.  As for CDBG, she was 
very glad to see that there were a lot of new recipients on this list.  In regard to 
the water and sewer utility fees, there is a rate per unit per one, two or three 
family.  After that it is based upon what the property is assessed at so you 
could have a six-family home in the City of Newburgh that is falling apart 
with twenty-five people living in it that pay a smaller fee than a well kept 
four-family who happens to have a higher assessment.  If this is not state 
mandated she would like to see these mixed use residential properties looked 
at by units rather than the value. 
 
 Judy Kennedy, 162 Grand Street said that at every meeting she sees a 
list of Notice of Claims and she would like to know if we are tracking what 
kind of claims are coming in and in what category. What are we doing to 
prevent or stop these lawsuits?  How much money is going down the drain 
with that?  On resolution #112-2011 authorizing an agreement for professional 
engineering services, she would like to know why our own City Engineer does 
not do that.  Why are we hiring outside counsel for that? 
 
 Mayor Valentine explained that this is a specialized service and our 
City Engineer requested that this be done.  For the demolition of a building 
you would have to hire a specific engineer that would do that.   
 
 Judy Kennedy continued that the State Law on 485a reads that the cost 
of such conversion exceeds the sum of $10,000.00 or such greater amount as 
may be specified by local law.  So we do have the flexibility of changing that 
amount.  She wants to make sure that we don’t have people out there taking 
advantage by putting $10,001.00 in to a building and then they have a tax 
exemption.  She would ask for a higher limit 
 
 Michelle Kelson, Corporation Counsel explained that $10,000.00 is the 
minimum.   
 
 Kippy Boyle, City of Newburgh asked if there was a resolution on the 
NCAC $15,000.00 payment.   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that there is action being taken.  It is in litigation. 
 
 Kippy Boyle added that she watched the Taylor Recycling presentation 
and there are a lot of questions.  Is there someone that we can send our 



questions to and then when we get closer to a contract you will have them as 
part of your analysis?   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that they will be asking a thousand questions on 
this before they go to contract.  They still have to negotiate.   
 
 Kippy Boyle said that the first question is how this will benefit 
everyone who has a sanitation bill.  In the past when they were asked to 
provide questions for revenue increases, they were not acknowledged in a 
timely manner.  This is a very important thing and she would like to know 
who to send her questions to.  
 
 Ray Yannone, said in regard to the lack of a crosswalk that he hopes 
they are not going to wait for a tragedy to happen.  You have the College here 
and there are people walking all day in that area so it is inevitable because the 
cars are not going 30 m.p.h.   He thinks that they should lobby the State or try 
to do something to take control of that situation.  He thanked the Council for 
adopting 485a.  He did a lot of research on this and feels that they need to 
lobby for legislation and determine the areas where they need to grow.  This is 
such a huge thing for the City to get people to invest and live here.  The taxes 
won’t go down unless you increase the tax base.   
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that on Marine Drive/Martin Luther King Blvd. 
it is a critical year because when the construction on 9W ends then that traffic 
light will go away.  It is still considered a state road and he thinks that they 
need to lobby to get it back to a city street which is what it should be. Now 
that we have the College Campus open without the red light it is going to be 
chaos down there.   
 
 Councilman Dillard said that they should contact Senator Larkin 
because he took care of the parking spaces on that street. 
 
 Craig Marti, City Engineer said that traffic studies have been done and 
warrants were not met but further analysis will be done with further 
development along the waterfront.   
 
 Janet Gianopolous, City of Newburgh said that it is very exciting that 
there are people wanting to go to the waterfront and into the city.  She is also 
excited about the pending construction projects on Broadway. Perhaps 
someone looking to develop on the south side would also consider developing 
something on the north side as well.   Communication is very important.  
There were recently three or four job fairs in the area so there are jobs 
available but it needs to be communicated better because many people are 
outside of the communications loop.  People need to be made aware of the 



existing services and opportunities that we have to give them hope to move 
forward.  
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo said that the Memorial Day Parade is scheduled 
for 10:00 a.m. and Mr. Kaplan will be the Grand Marshall.   She attended the 
NAACP dinner at the House of Refuge and it was a wonderful night and she 
went to the Baseball Hall of Fame dinner in New Windsor.  She thanked Mr. 
Lynch for the RFQ responses and asked what the next step is.   
 
 Ed Lynch, Planning & Development Director said that these are 
submittals by the entities in which they claim that they have the experience 
and financial wherewithal to do these projects.  That is why we need a 
committee to look at the information and ask questions to see if in fact they 
are capable of handling a project like this.  We will look at these six proposals 
and come back to Council with a proposed short list to move forward with a 
decision. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo asked if they could meet with them 
individually. 
 
 Ed Lynch responded with a “no”.  They are not at a stage for proposals.  
The purpose of this is a Request For Qualifications (RFQ) to establish if they 
have the experience and financial wherewithal to move forward with any kind 
of project. This is just a screening of the applications before it comes back to 
Council. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that this is good news.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that she would like to know who the 
principals are.    
 
 Ed Lynch, Planning & Development said that he will get that 
information out to the Council. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that she would be very interested in looking at 
that.  A while ago we proposed a Local First Source Hiring Ordinance for 
Newburgh and a lot of work was done on it.  Eventually we were told that it 
was illegal and so we couldn’t do it but there is a Headline in the newspaper 
stating that Monticello passed a Local Hiring Law.  They stated that any 
contract of $50,000.00 or more has to include at least 20% of local people to 
work.  She thinks that sometimes we limit ourselves unnecessarily.  If we have 
more of a “yes we can” attitude instead of “can’t do that”, then it will be 
fantastic for our city.  She added that she is excited because she feels that 



something wonderful is about to emerge so she is enthusiastic and hopeful.  
She thanked everyone for coming. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that a resident stopped by her store with a 
complaint that they went to City Hall to pay a $5,000.00 water bill and had 
$2,500.00 but the city refused it because it was not the total amount.  This 
policy is the worst policy that she has ever seen.  She doesn’t know any 
business owner who would refuse money because it is not the total amount.  
This is something she wants to put on the next Work Session agenda.  She 
understands that it is difficult as far as our taxes go but with water and 
sanitation bills she would like to see more of a lets try attitude because it sets 
the taxpayers up to fail.  She thinks it would be good, especially in a city that 
is financially strapped, to not refuse money.  She added that she thinks that 
the 485a that was passed tonight is a wonderful incentive for development but 
she would like to see a real focus on crime and quality of life issues in those 
areas so that those developers and the rest of us can enjoy unlimited success in 
their endeavors.  She reminded everyone that there will be an Italian Festival 
on June 3rd, 4th and 5th at Sacred Heart Church and said that it is a great place to 
bring the family for a fun weekend.  She thanked her colleagues, employees, 
friends and everyone for all of their well wishes during her Hospital stay at St. 
Luke’s. They were instrumental in her recovery and she appreciated it very 
much.  She wished everyone a good night. 
 
 Councilman Dillard agrees with Councilwoman Bell on the First Source 
Hiring Ordinance and he saw that article as well.  He believes that this should 
be brought back to the table for discussion.  He added that he spoke with the 
City Manager concerning the Water Department and 1.6 million dollars that is 
outstanding.  We discussed last year shutting off water but to date nothing has 
been done so he feels that this should be put on the next Work Session agenda 
as well to resolve these issues.  This is a lot of money that should be collected.  
He thanked everyone for coming and said that he will say a Prayer for our city 
because we are on our way back up. 
 
 Mayor Valentine thanked the Council for the 485a.  At a number of 
meetings they have discussed how important this is as an incentive to try to 
get some of these buildings that have just been sitting for so many years 
utilized.  We do need to also push both the school system and the County for 
some support as well.  He added that many people don’t know about the 
number of services that are available at 280 Broadway in the way of 
employment and crime prevention.  They should come to a future Council 
meeting to tell the City of Newburgh what is going on in that building.  He is 
also pleased to see that six people have responded to the RFQ.  We are 
encouraged by this number because this is a block that has sat vacant and has 
a lot of history so if one of the six is chosen then we are on the right track.  He 



thanked Councilwoman Angelo and the Memorial Day Parade Committee.  It 
was a shame not to have it last year but it is back and it is a Newburgh 
tradition.  Broadway is the best street for a parade so please come out and 
participate.  If you do attend, come over to Washington’s Headquarters to be 
part of the ceremony that follows the parade because that really is what it is all 
about.  He wished everyone a great weekend. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council, the 
meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
       LORENE VITEK 
       CITY CLERK 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


