
  

  A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Monday, April 25, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 3rd Floor, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 12550. 
 
 The Prayer was led by Mayor Valentine.  He asked for a Moment of 
Silence for the three young children who died tragically almost two weeks ago 
and to also keep in our Prayers the survivor who has to cope with the 
aftermath of that tragedy.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilwoman 
Bell. 
 
 Present: Mayor Valentine, presiding; Councilwoman Bell, 
Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard– 4 
 Absent:  Councilwoman Angelo - 1 
   
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
minutes of the regular meeting of April 11, 2011 be approved. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine– 4 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
Notices of Claim be referred to Corporation Counsel with power to act. 
 Ayes– Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine– 4 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

PROCLAMATION 
 

City of Newburgh Arbor Day Proclamation  
2011 

 
In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a 

Special day be set aside for the planting of trees. 
The holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of  

More than a million trees in Nebraska 
Now, Arbor Day is observed throughout the nation and the world. 

 
Trees can reduce the erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, lower our heating 
and cooling costs, moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and provide 

habitat for wildlife, and wherever they are planted, are  
A source of joy and spiritual renewal 

 
The City of Newburgh is proud to have earned the “Tree City USA” designation; and we 

Are grateful to the Shade Tree Commission for their continuing efforts to enhance the 
economic vitality of our business areas, preserve our natural resources, and educate our 

community about the importance of trees 
 

Therefore, I, Nicholas J. Valentine, Mayor 
Proclaim April 29, 2011 as  

“Arbor Day” in the City of Newburgh 
 

____________________________ 
Nicholas J. Valentine, Mayor 

 
 
  John Ledwith, IV, Shade Tree Chairman said that this is our sixth 
year as a Shade Tree City.  They have planted a number of trees over the years 
and this Friday they will be planting six more.  Anyone wishing to lend a 
helping hand would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
 
 Tricia Haggerty Wenz, Safe Harbors of the Hudson announced that they 
will be having a Community Cleanup Day on May 7, 2011 from 9:00 am to 1:00 
pm and they will meet at the southwest corner of Broadway and Liberty Street. 



  

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 
 Mayor Valentine called for a public hearing that was advertised for this 
meeting to receive public comment concerning three related pieces of 
proposed legislation amending the City of Newburgh’s Code of Ordinances: 
 
The purpose of these amendments is to match up the methodology for computing 
the sewer facility charges with the existing methodology for computing water 
facility charges in order to facilitate consolidated billing.  This is basically an 
efficiency measure being taken to streamline the billing process. 
 

- A local law amending the Section 248-1(1) entitled “Imposition 
Method of Determination”; and 

- An ordinance amending Chapter 248-38 entitled “Water Rates; 
Service”; and 

- An ordinance amending Chapter 163 “Fees”. 
 
 
 Janet Gianopolous, City of Newburgh said that sometimes methodology 
does change the dollar amount so she would like to confirm that the annual 
cost to taxpayers will not change.   
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that the former Corporation 
Counsel looked at some of the case law and recommended these changes.  
There will be a slight increase of $0.40 per unit for everyone. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that they were told in the past that certain 
payments related to water were not going to cost us any more money. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that this is for sewer and this is a $0.40 per year 
change in the sewer facility. 
 
 Denise Ribble, City of Newburgh said that the reason for doing this is 
not just to streamline the billing process but to be consistent with state law 
and she thinks that the City Council should include this in their rationale.  
This will cost us more even though we were promised that we would not have 
any more increases. 
 
 Kippy Boyle, Grand Street asked if Corporation Counsel could clarify 
the draft because she thinks that there is something missing. 
 
 Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson said that in drafting the 
ordinance to amend Chapter 163 “Fees” both the amount for subsection 248-



  

1(A) and 293-38 have to match up.  There was a typographical error in the draft 
that listed each two-family dwelling as being assigned 2.5 units, which is 
incorrect.  The legislation before the City Council tonight states that each 
single family dwelling will be assigned one unit, each two-family dwelling 
will be assigned 1.75 units and each three-family dwelling will be assigned 2.5 
units.  All other properties will be assigned based on $30,000 of their total 
assessed value.  The computation of the charges is a formula based on the 
number of units as well as the debt service that the city pays on water and 
sewer infrastructure. There will be increases or decreases every year 
depending on what the interest is on the debt service and how many units you 
have.  For the year that is coming up it was $0.40 across the entire year per unit 
per property increase.  Next year it might be $0.40, $0.30 or $0.20.  It could even 
be $0.50 but that is not determined by the changes that are happening in this 
legislation. 
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, this public hearing was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Denise Ribble, City of Newburgh said in regard to Local Law #3-2011, 
Ordinance #10-2011 and #11-2011 that if anyone has four or more units they 
will be getting it stuck to them once again.  Even though there was 
methodology by the state she wonders if there is any flexibility in determining 
the $30,000.00 assessed value.  If so, she suggested that this be tabled until that 
could be clarified.  In regard to resolution #77-2011 she said that in the last lay-
off period there were three people in the Codes Department let go and we 
currently have no one who speaks Spanish in that Department so she wonders 
if it might be appropriate to change the title to add Spanish speaking.  She 
asked for clarification on the Auction resolutions because there are two 
separate lists of properties.  She asked if someone could provide the total 
reimbursement that was received by the City in regard to resolution #86-2011. 
 
 Michael Gabor, City of Newburgh said in regard to resolutions #80-2011 
and #81-2011 that while these properties are in the hands of the City we have 
an opportunity to do inspections on all of them to survey any problems with 
them before transferring to new owners who may or may not follow up on 
that.  He also would like clarification on whether the eighteen month reverter 
clause is still in effect and if not what is.  We need to start somewhere.  He 
thinks that this Auction was a bad idea because there were not enough 
restrictions with regard to rehabilitating these properties.  If we don’t make 
the restrictions tough then these properties will be going back and forth 
between the City of Newburgh and Auctions. 
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, this portion of the meeting 
was closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

LOCAL LAW NO.:  3 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 

 
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 248-1 

ENTITLED “IMPOSITION; METHOD OF DETERMINATION”   
WITHIN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH  

 
 
 
 BE IT ENACTED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York as 
follows: 
 
§ 248-1.  Imposition; method of determination.   
 
There is hereby established and imposed sewerage facilities rents and sewer use 
rents, which rents are to be imposed upon the owners of real property and which 
rents are to be determined as follows:   
 
A. Sewerage facilities rents.  Sewer Facility Unit Charge.(1) Each single-
family dwelling will be assigned a value of one unit.  
 (2) Each multiple-family housing structure and apartment house will be 

assigned a value of one unit for the first dwelling unit and 3/4 of a unit 
for each additional dwelling unit contained within the housing structure 
or apartment house. A "dwelling unit" shall be defined as a room or group 
of rooms occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living quarters 
and having direct access from the outside or through a common hall.   

 
(3) All other properties within the city, other than single family dwellings, 

multiple-family housing structures and apartment houses, will be 
assigned one unit for every $30,000 of their total assessed value (approved 
prior to applying exceptions, abatements, etc.).  

 
(4) (1) The sum of all units derived in the manner described in Subsection A(1), 

(2) and (3) above set forth in Chapter 163, Fees shall be divided into the 
annual cost of debt service to determine the sewerage facilitiesy unit 
charge.   

 
(5) (2) The owner of each property in the City shall pay a sewerage facility unit 

charge equal to the number of units assigned to that property multiplied 



  

by the sewerage facilitiesy unit charge determined in Subsection A(4) A(1) 
above.   

 
(6) (3) The minimum sewer facility unit charge shall be as set forth in Chapter 

163, Fees, of this Code.  
 

This Local Law shall take effect on January 1, 2012. 
 
 
 
Matter stricken deleted. 
Matter underlined added 
 
 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that she is concerned about this because we 
are going from a 7.3 per unit fixed rate to a variable rate that will be 
determined by the sum of all units divided into the annual cost of debt service 
which could fluctuate.   To her this is like signing an open ended contract.  If a 
resident is to ask her what the rate is she can’t tell them because it is not a 
fixed rate and it will fluctuate from year to year.  
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that is the way it works now.  
It fluctuates because of debt service.   
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that the paperwork that she has says that the 
quarterly sewer facility charge is 7.3 per unit.  The point is that we should be 
trying to get these rates down rather than going in the other direction so she 
does not support this.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that the issue she has is with the four units 
because all of her properties are four units and up so she is concerned with 
that.   
 
 Councilman Dillard suggested that this be tabled until they can get 
better clarification. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that he doesn’t know how 
much more clarification they can provide as they spent the entire Work 
Session on this the other night. 
 
 Councilman Dillard said that the Council is uncomfortable. 



  

 
 Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson said that there is no urgency to 
do this tonight.   
 
 Councilman Dillard moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that the 
local law be tabled. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 3 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bello – 1 
 TABLED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

ORDINANCE NO.: 10 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 248-38 
ENTITLED “WATER RATES; SERVICE” 

OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
  

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
that Chapter 248-38, entitled “Water rates; service” of the Code of the City of 
Newburgh be and is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Section 1. § 248-38.  Water rates; service.   
 
C. Water Facility Unit Charge.  The sum of all units derived in the manner 

set forth in Chapter 163, Fees shall be divided into the annual cost of debt 
service to determine the water facility unit charge.  The owner of each 
property in the City shall pay a water facility unit charge equal to the 
number of units assigned to that property multiplied by the water facility 
unit charge.  The minimum water facility unit charge shall be as set forth 
in Chapter 163, Fees, of this Code. 

 
 
Section 2.  This Ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2012 
 
Matter stricken deleted. 
Matter underlined added. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bell moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
ordinance be tabled. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 3 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bello – 1 
 TABLED 
 



  

ORDINANCE NO.:  11 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 163  
ENTITLED “FEES” OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH  
 
 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Newburgh that: 
 
Section 1.  Chapter 163 entitled “Fees” of the Code of the City of Newburgh be and 
hereby is amended as follows: 
 
§ 163-1.  Applicability.  
 
Notwithstanding any other provision in this Code, the following schedule of fees is hereby 
established with respect to licenses, permits, registrations, applications, subscriptions and 
activities required or regulated under the provisions of the Code of the City of Newburgh.  
Specific requirements and regulations shall be as set forth in the chapter to which reference 
is made below.  The following schedule of fees shall remain in effect until rescinded or 
amended.   
 
  Code 
Section   Type of Fee     Amount 
 
§ 248-1  Minimum sewer charge   $1.00 per quarter 
 
§ 248-1.A Sewer Facility Unit Charge   Each single-family dwelling  
        will be assigned one unit 
 
        Each two-family dwelling will  
        be assigned 1.75 units 

 
Each three-family dwelling 
will be assigned 2.5 units 

 
All other properties with 
improvements within the 
City, other than one, two, and 



  

three family dwellings, will be 
assigned one unit for every 
$30,000 in their total assessed 
value (approved prior to 
applying exemptions, 
abatements, etc.) 
 
All other properties without 
improvements within the City 
will be assigned one unit. 

 
§ 293-38 Quarterly metered water rates 
 

Quarterly metered rates per 1,000 gallons  
  

First 1,000 gallons  Inside City: $5.570 
    Outside City: $8.360.     

 
Additional usage will be charged at a flat rate of $5.570 
($8.3690 outside City) per 1,000 gallons.     

 
Minimum quarterly charge.  

  
    Meter Size  
 (inches)    Gallons Allowed   Inside City    Outside City       

  +5/8     6,000      $33.42     $50.16  
   3/4     14,000    $77.98                $117.04     

     1     24,000     $133.68              $200.64    
     1 1/2    42,000     $233.94     $351.12    
     2     83,000     $462.31    $693.88 

    3     120,000     $668.40    $1,003.20 
        4    180,000     $1,002.60    $1,504.80   

    6    315,000     $1,754.55     $2,633.40   
        8    675,000     $3,759.75    $5,643.00   
     
  A surcharge shall be added to the above charges for water services in the amount of 14%. 
This extra charge is made for the purpose of financing the cost of obtaining water from the 
New York City Aqueduct. Such surcharge shall be effective on October 1, 1981, and shall 
continue to be made in every quarterly billing period in which any water is taken from the 
Aqueduct tap.     

 
Water Facility Unit Charge Each single-family 

dwelling will be 
assigned one unit 



  

 
Each two-family 
dwelling will be 
assigned 1.75 units 

 
Each three-family 
dwelling will be 
assigned 2.5 units 

 
All other properties 
with improvement 
within the City, other 
than one, two and 
three family dwellings, 
will be assigned one 
unit for every 
$30,000.00 in their 
total assessed value 
(approved prior to 
applying exceptions, 
exemptions 
abatements, etc.) 
 
All other properties 
without improvements 
within the City will be 
assigned one unit. 

 
Quarterly water facility charge $7.30 per unit as 

determined above 
 

  Minimum water facility charge  $1.00 per quarter 
 
  Hydrant charge, outside City   $64 per hydrant per year 
 
Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect of January 1, 2012 
 
 
Matter stricken deleted. 
Matter underlined added. 

 
 

  



  

 Councilman Dillard moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that the 
ordinance be tabled. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 3 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bello – 1 
 TABLED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 76 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE MONTH OF MAY 2011 
TO BE “COMMUNITY PRIDE MONTH” IN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the history of the City of Newburgh predates the founding of 
the United States; and 
 
 WHEREAS, from the time of the Revolutionary War, the City of 
Newburgh has played an important role in the politics and commerce of the 
nation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, from the Hudson River style of painting to the architectural 
insights of Andrew Jackson Downing, the City of Newburgh has been an integral 
part of the cultural life of the nation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the citizens of the City of Newburgh are and should be justly 
proud of their City and its heritage; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the citizens of the City of Newburgh have always worked to 
preserve and protect the natural and man-made beauty of their City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh has instituted 
numerous projects in the last year to restore and preserve the City’s beauty and 
resources; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh, in this, the 
beginning of Spring, 2011, wishes to encourage the citizens to show their pride in 
their City by helping the City government in such restoration and preservation. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the month of May, 2011, is hereby declared to be 
“Community Pride Month”, and that all citizens of the City of Newburgh are 
encouraged to show their pride in their City by participating, in that month, in 
an effort to clean the City of Newburgh and restore it to its former beauty by 
cleaning and repairing all properties which they own or in which they reside and 
joining together in a united effort for the restoration of the City. 



  

 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 77 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
PERSONNEL ANALYSIS BOOK FOR 2011 TO PROVIDE FOR 

A CHANGE IN TITLE FROM REHABILITATION INSPECTOR TO 
CODE COMPLIANCE OFFICER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Department of Planning and Development wishes to fill a 
vacancy and has requested a change in title from Rehabilitation Inspector to 
Code Compliance Officer within their department; and 
 

WHEREAS, no monetary amendment to the 2011 Budget is required as 
both titles are classified as Grade 12, Step 1 in the current Collective Bargaining 
Agreement between the City of Newburgh and the Civil Service Employees 
Association (“CSEA”);  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh that the Personnel Analysis Book for 2011 be and is hereby amended 
to provide for a change in title from Rehabilitation Inspector to Code Compliance 
Officer in the Department of Planning and Development.        
 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that at the meeting on Thursday night they talked 
about the fact that there were a few Code Compliance Officers let go last year 
and they are at the top of the list to be rehired for this particular position. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that as one resident noted earlier it is 
important to have someone that speaks Spanish. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 78 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
OF A RELEASE OF RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS AND RIGHT OF RE-ENTRY 

FROM A DEED ISSUED TO BRIAN REILLY 
TO THE PREMISES KNOWN AS 109 W. PARMENTER STREET 

(SECTION 38, BLOCK 3, LOT 29.1 
f/k/a SECTION 38, BLOCK 3, LOT 27) 

 
 WHEREAS, on October 10, 1984, the City of Newburgh conveyed 
property located at 109 West Parmenter Street (n/k/a 105-109 W. Parmenter 
Street), being more accurately described on the official Tax Map of the City of 
Newburgh as Section 38, Block 3, Lot 27 (n/k/a Section 38, Block 3, Lot 27), to 
Brian Reilly; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh is in receipt of a request for a release of 
the restrictive covenants contained in said deed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the appropriate departments have reviewed their files and 
advised that the covenants have been complied with, and recommends such 
release be granted; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council believes it is in the best interest of the City of 
Newburgh to grant such request; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute the release, annexed hereto and made a part of this resolution, of 
restrictive covenants numbered 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the aforementioned deed. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 



  

RELEASE OF COVENANTS AND 
RIGHT OF RE-ENTRY 

 
 KNOWN ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that the City of 
Newburgh, a municipal corporation organized and existing under the Laws of the State of 
New York, and having its principal office at City Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New 
York  12550, in consideration of TEN ($10.00) DOLLARS lawful money of the United 
States and other good and valuable consideration, receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, does hereby release and forever quitclaim the premises described as 109 
West Parmenter Street, Section 38, Block 3, Lot 27 (n/k/a 105-109 W. Parmenter Street, 
Section 38, Block 3, Lot 29.1), on the Official Tax Map of the City of Newburgh, from 
those restrictive covenants numbered 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 in a deed dated October 10, 1984, 
from the CITY OF NEWBURGH to BRIAN REILLY, recorded in the Orange County 
Clerk’s Office on November 16, 1984 in Liber 2305 of Deeds at Page 614 and does 
further release said premises from the right of re-entry reserved in favor of the City of 
Newburgh as set forth in said deed. 
 
Dated: _________________, 2011 
       THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
 
 
 
      By: _____________________________ 
       RICHARD F. HERBEK, 
STATE OF NEW YORK  )    Acting City Manager 
         )ss.: 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) 
 
 On the ____ day of April in the year 2011, before me, the undersigned, a 
Commissioner of Deeds in and for said State, personally appeared RICHARD F. 
HERBEK, personally known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence 
to be the individual whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged 
to me that he executed the same in his capacity, and that by his signature on the 
instrument, the individual, or the person upon behalf of which the individual acted; 
executed the instrument. 

 
 

 

                                
_________________________________ 

 

 

 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 79 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO EXECUTE A PAYMENT OF CLAIM  

WITH CARRIE R. ROBINSON IN THE AMOUNT OF  
FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FORTY FIVE DOLLARS  

 
 
 

WHEREAS, Carrie R. Robinson brought an action against the City of 
Newburgh; and  
 
            WHEREAS, the parties have reached an agreement for the payment of the 
claim in the amount of Five Thousand Five Hundred Forty Five and 00/100 
Dollars ($5,545.00) in exchange for a release to resolve all claims among them; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS the condition of settlement is that the claimant must purchase 
a sump pump and have it replaced and installed; and 
 
            WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interests of the 
City of Newburgh to settle the matter for the amount agreed to by the parties; 
 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the Corporation Counsel is  hereby authorized to 
settle the claim of Carrie R. Robinson in the total amount of Five Thousand Five 
Hundred Forty Five and 00/100 Dollars ($5,545.00), on the condition that the 
claimant must purchase a sump pump and have it replaced and installed, and 
that City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to execute documents as the 
Corporation Counsel may require, to effectuate the settlement as herein 
described. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 3 
 Abstain – Councilwoman Bell -1 
 ADOPTED 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 80 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE SALE OF SEVERAL 
CITY OWNED PROPERTIES AT AUCTION AND 
TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF DEEDS 

TO THE RESPECTIVE BUYERS 
 

WHEREAS, this Council did, by Resolution No.: 39-2011, of February 15, 
2011, authorize the sale of several properties at public auction; and  
 

WHEREAS, said public auction was duly held on April 14, 2011; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the following properties to the indicated 
purchasers be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute and deliver a deed to said purchasers upon 
receipt of the indicated purchase price in cash, money order or bank check, made 
payable to THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, on or before June 17, 2011, subject to the 
annexed Terms and Conditions of the Auction. 

          
         Purchase 

Property S - B - L   Purchaser  Price   
 
63 Beacon Street  48 – 6 – 3  Jeffry Normil  $  2,000.00 
 
87 Carson Avenue  45 – 8 – 10  Hugo E. Bencomo $  8,200.00 
 
34 Carter Street  22 – 2 – 26  Julius Beckwith $33,000.00 
 
206 City Terrace  17 – 8 – 22  Nigel A. Osborne $  1,500.00 
 
29 Clark Street  36 – 5 – 18  Russell C. Turiak $10,000.00 
 
200 Dubois Street  11 – 1 – 30  Rod N. Osborne $  2,100.00 
 
387 First Street  28 – 1 – 12  Miguel Chavez $19,000.00 
 
18 Hasbrouck Street  38 – 3 – 39  Aziz Chittaee $13,250.00 



  

          Purchase 
Property   S - B - L  Purchaser   Price  
 
44 Hasbrouck Street  38 – 3 – 50 Araceli Mendoza  $  8,500.00 
 
25 Hasbrouck Street & 38 – 4 – 22    
25 Hasbrouck Street Rear 38 – 4 – 70  Jose F. Vera   $22,000.00  
(Sold as a package)         
 
16 Hudson View Terrace 7 – 8 – 10 Ertha Augustin  $18,250.00 
 
187 Lander Street &  11 – 3 – 26 
162 South Street  11 – 3 – 21 Caridad Paz   $20,000.00 
(Sold as a package) 
 
190 Lander Street  11 – 2 – 13 Nigel A. Osborne  $     400.00 
 
197 Lander Street  11 – 3 – 1 Maurice L. Smith  $56,000.00 
 
21 Leroy Place  4 – 8 – 20 Rafiq A. Majeed  $31,000.00 
 
307 Liberty Street  11 – 5 – 11 Umar Ahma   $  7,500.00 
 
330 Liberty Street  12 – 1 – 16 Jorge A. Aria   $     400.00 
 
12 Lutheran Street  29 – 8 – 10 Perrault Jean-Paul  $  7,000.00 
 
16 Lutheran Street  29 – 8 – 12 Perrault Jean-Paul  $  9,000.00 
 
28 Lutheran Street  29 – 4 – 25 Leroy R. Porter  $     600.00 
 
3 Marne Avenue  7 – 7 – 8.1 Nigel A. Osborne  $62,500.00 
 
47 Overlook Place  48 – 2 – 8 Bernd A. Stoerchle  $22,500.00 
 
26 Pine Street   7 – 1 – 17 Habitat for Humanity of 
      Greater Newburgh, Inc. $  7,500.00 
 
108 Renwick Street  45 – 5 – 23 Bluestone Developers, Inc. $  3,500.00 
 
110 Renwick Street  45 – 5 – 24 Fredy A. Arias  $  5,000.00 
 
112 Renwick Street  45 – 5 – 25 Jorge A. Arias  $  7,000.00 



  

           
Property   S - B - L   Purchaser  Price  
 
252 Robinson Avenue 7 – 2 – 3  Sergio Murill  $  3,050.00 
 
145 Washington Street 39 – 2 – 10  Jean Merisier  $16,000.00 
 
241 Washington Street 38 – 2 – 12  Sergio Murill  $  6,250.00 
 
248 Washington Street 35 – 3 – 31  Greca, Inc.  $  8,000.00 
 
264 Washington Street 35 – 3 – 38  Greca, inc.  $  4,500.00 
 
6-12 William Street & 
192 Ann Street  35 – 2 – 25  Jeffry Normil  $  8,000.00 
 
16 William Street  35 – 3 – 14  Sergio Murill  $  2,750.00 
 
26 William Street  35 – 3 – 17.1  Aziz Chittaee $  6,000.00 
 
61 William Street  39 – 2 – 29  Manny G. Pereira $  7,500.00 
 
 
 Mayor Valentine said these are divided into two different groups. 
 
 Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson said that these are all city owned 
properties but the difference is that that the real property tax law allows 
municipalities to sell properties acquired through the foreclosure process with 
a majority vote, so three votes are required.  When property is acquired 
through a gift or through the reverter then you need a super majority of four 
votes from the Council in order to sell them to a third party which is why two 
resolutions have been prepared. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that we have the opportunity to monitor these 
properties as they are closed on.  Some of them are run down shells and some 
of them are livable right now.  He has asked Chief Vatter and he agreed that 
this is something they could do through Codes.  Following the closing he is 
asking that after a three month period they get a report showing how many of 
these obtained a building permit, how many asked for a demolition or are just 
boarded up.  Rather than wait for the eighteen month reverter we need to find 
out what the activity is which will be a better barometer for us as a City 
Council.   
 



  

 Councilwoman Bell said that her issue is that she would like to know if 
any of these people currently own city properties with outstanding code 
violations.  Are any of them slumlords in the City?   Have any of them 
previously bid on city properties and backed out?  Has that research been done 
before we vote to give it to them? 
 
 Ed Lynch, Director of Planning & Development said that they did look 
to see if there was a previous agreement that was not carried through and a list 
of buyers was given to staff to see if there were any problems and none were 
identified.   
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 3 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bell - 1 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













  

RESOLUTION NO.:   81- 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM THE SALE OF SEVERAL 
CITY OWNED PROPERTIES AT AUCTION AND 

TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF DEEDS  
TO THE RESPECTIVE BUYERS 

 
WHEREAS, this Council did, by Resolution No.: 39-2011, of February 15, 

2011, authorize the sale of several properties at public auction; and  
 

WHEREAS, said public auction was duly held on April 14, 2011; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the following properties to the indicated 
purchasers be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute and deliver a deed to said purchasers upon 
receipt of the indicated purchase price in cash, money order or bank check, made 
payable to THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, on or before June 17, 2011, subject to the 
annexed Terms and Conditions of the Auction. 

          
         Purchase 

Property S - B - L  Purchaser   Price   
 
128 Dubois Street  18 – 1 – 27 Araceli Mendoza  $  8,250.00 
 
10 Lutheran Street  29 – 8 – 9  Habitat for Humanity of 
      Greater Newburgh, Inc. $  9,500.00 
 
31 Lutheran Street  29 – 3 – 17 Mirsada Arnautovic  $  3,500.00 
 
142 N. Miller Street  18 – 2 – 30 Habitat for Humanity of 
      Greater Newburgh, Inc. $     800.00 
 
251 Third Street  22 – 1 – 17 Walden Wireless    
      Communications, LLC $  3,000.00 
 
  
 
 



  

 Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson said that this is a much shorter 
list and one of the purchasers is Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh. 
The other purchasers are not known to her to have been in City Court for any 
code violations at least in the last year.  Only one is know to her to have 
purchased a property in the City of Newburgh at the last Auction.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell asked if they followed through.   
 
 Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson said that there have been some 
issues. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell suggested that maybe that property should be 
removed from the list.  The last Auction was some time ago and they still 
haven’t moved forward?  She would like to vote for Habitat and the others. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that he would love to see this go through tonight 
so we could pull the one property from this and then do another sale at our 
next meeting with that one.  He is willing to compromise by removing that one 
property from this resolution so that we have the four votes to move forward. 
 
 Mayor Valentine moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that the 
resolution be amended to remove 39 Lutheran Street. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 
 CARRIED 
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
amended resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













  

RESOLUTION NO.: 82 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION REJECTING A 
BID RECEIVED AT THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

APRIL 14, 2010 PROPERTY AUCTION 
 

 
WHEREAS, this Council did, by Resolution No.: 39-2011, of February 15, 

2011, authorize the sale of several properties at public auction; and  
 

WHEREAS, said public auction was duly held on April 14, 2011; 

 
WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed all bids and has determined that 

the following bid is rejected: 
 
               Purchase 
Lot #  Property Address S-B-L  Purchase              Price 
 
#4  13 Chambers Street 30 – 4 – 21  

15 Chambers Street 30 – 4 – 20.1 Jorge A. Arias      $22,000.00; and 
 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Comptroller be and she is 
hereby authorized to refund the deposit and buyers premium paid by the bidder 
for the bid herein rejected.   
 
  

 Ed Lynch, Director of Planning & Development said that this is a multi-
family and commercial building with a tenant that is currently paying $1300.00 
per month which covers taxes and such until the next Auction.  They have 
issued an RFQ for developers to come in and make proposals on an adjacent 
property which he feels will significantly increase the value of this property.  
They felt that the price of $22,000.00 was a bad deal. 

 
Councilwoman Bell said that this property will be lower since it is a 

funeral home which is a deficit to the property.   
 



  

Mayor Valentine noted that that is not necessarily true because there is 
a funeral home at One Grand Street that is now a private residence which is 
one great looking home.   

 
Councilwoman Bell asked how long was that property on the market. 
 
Mayor Valentine said that it actually changed hands several times and 

we have a resident in the audience tonight that lives in a house that used to be 
a funeral home.  That doesn’t make it a bad place.  

 
Ed Lynch, Director of Planning & Development said that they are two 

commercial buildings with four apartments which are not in bad condition so 
he believes it is worth a bit more than $22,000.00 

 
Councilwoman Bell said that toxic chemicals were used in there is it 

clean? 
 
Mayor Valentine said that he believes the building is as clean as it 

could possibly be.  It is a great building.  It is almost two separate buildings 
actually as it is on two separate tax lots and the buildings are connected on the 
ground floor. 

 
Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 

resolution be adopted. 
Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 

Mayor Valentine – 4 
ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 83 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING KATHY PARISI  
AND REAPPOINTING MARY ANN PROKOSCH 

TO THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW 
 
 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to appoint members to vacancies on the Board 
of Assessment Review; and 
 
 WHEREAS, each member of such Board serve a five-year term; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there currently exists a vacancy on said Board as Ken 
Mitchell can no longer serve on the board; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to re-appoint one member whose term of office 
expired and who is willing to serve a new term;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the following individual be and is hereby appointed 
to the Board of Assessment Review for the term indicated:  
 

1. Kathy Parisi, to complete the term of former member Anthony Ken 
Mitchell who resigned, which term shall expire on September 30, 2012; 
and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following individual be and is 

hereby re-appointed to the Board of Assessment Review for the term indicated: 
 
       1. Mary Ann Prokosch, to serve a new five-year term commencing 

retroactively on October 1, 2010 and expiring on September 30, 2015. 
 
 

Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 

Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 

ADOPTED 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.:  84 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO: 264-2010,  
THE AMENDED 2011 BUDGET  

FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK  
TO PROVIDE FUNDING TO OPEN THE AQUATIC CENTER 

FOR THE 2011 SUMMER SEASON 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Resolution No: 264-2010, the 2011 Amended 
Budget of the City of Newburgh, is hereby amended to provide funding to open 
the Aquatic Center for the 2011 Summer Season, as set forth on the spreadsheet 
attached hereto. 
 

  
 Mayor Valentine said that we have to open the pool but we are also 
doing an outreach with a public plea to try to contact some service 
organizations to sponsor a family.  We are doing sponsorships for $100.00 for a 
year for an entire family.  They are also going to send letters to the different 
places of worship in the City of Newburgh to see if they could sponsor a 
family within their congregation.  We are also going to try to work with the 
Armory to see if money could be raised to help offset the cost.  Whatever we 
don’t get in funds will fall on the City to pay but he doesn’t feel that they can 
go through a summer without having the pool open.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that some of the community based 
organizations have received funding to provide summer camp so that they 
could also pitch in. 
 
 Cheryl A. Gross, City Comptroller said that the less family passes we 
sell the more we will have to fund. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that youth involvement is a great thing too.  
They could hold car washes and such. 
 
 Acting City Manager said that they are projecting to sell three hundred 
passes at $100.00 each.  In addition to that there will be a camper’s fee of $2.00 
per day with a daily fee for adults which will be $2.00 and $1.00 for each child.  
Special events will be $75.00.  



  

 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





  

RESOLUTION NO.: 85 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE AWARD OF A BID 
AND TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR VENDOR SERVICES 

WITH ECONOMY CLEANERS 
TO PROVIDE UNIFORM CLEANING SERVICES  

TO THE CITY OF NEWBURGH POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has duly advertised for bids for the 
Uniform Cleaning Services for the City of Newburgh Police Department; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh Police Department has implemented a 
Quartermaster system for issuing police uniforms which requires that the 
uniforms be cleaned on a regular basis prior to issuance to police officers; and 
 

WHEREAS, bids have been duly received and opened and Economy 
Cleaners is the low bidder; and 
   
 WHEREAS, the fees for items to be cleaned weekly are a flat rate price of 
$8.50 for 2 pants and 2 shirts, and items to be cleaned on occasion are dress 
blouse $3.75 each; winter jacket $8.25 each; and vest cover $2.75 each; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the quoted prices are fixed and guaranteed for the length of 
the contract for a term of one (1) year with no annual price index increases; and 
 

WHEREAS, such contract is in the best interests of the Police Department 
and the citizens of the City of Newburgh;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the bid for the Uniform Cleaning Services be and it 
hereby is awarded to Economy Cleaners and that the City Manager is hereby 
authorized to enter into a contract for such work in the aforesaid amounts, funds 
to be had from budget line A.3120.0448. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 
Mayor Valentine – 4 
 ADOPTED 
 



















  

RESOLUTION NO.: 86 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

APRIL 25, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO APPROVE THE TRANSER OF FUNDS RECEIVED FROM  

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $103,000.00 TO THE CITY OF NEWBURGH INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY AS REIMBURSEMENT FOR COSTS INCURRED 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE WEST STREET PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh (“City”) received Eight Hundred Fifty-
Eight Thousand, Three Hundred Forty-Five ($858,345.00) Dollars from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration (“EDA”) to 
support the creation of a Medical Technology Office Park and the construction of 
a Medical Technology Incubator Building (“West Street Project”); and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh Industrial Development Agency 
(“IDA”) as expended approximately One Hundred Fifty Thousand ($150,000.00) 
Dollars in connection with the West Street Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it has been agreed by the parties that the City shall reimburse 
the IDA in the amount of One Hundred Three Thousand ($103,000.00) Dollars; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that such reimbursement is 
appropriate, necessary and in the best interests of the parties; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 

Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
approve the transfer of EDA funds in the amount of One Hundred Three 
Thousand ($103,000.00) Dollars to the City of Newburgh Industrial Development 
Agency as reimbursement for costs incurred in connection with the West Street 
Project. 

   
Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that the 

resolution be adopted. 
Ayes - Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard, 

Mayor Valentine – 4 
ADOPTED 

 



  

GENERAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
 

 Michael Gabor, City of Newburgh said that in regard to the Auction it 
seems like there was no research done on these properties which is why we 
keep having this circle of vacant buildings and buildings not constructed in 
the time that they have been given.  For the most part this reverter clause has 
never been strictly adhered to which needs to be looked into.  Maybe we 
should have a shorter reverter clause. 
 
 Denise Ribble submitted and read the attached comments.  (copy 
attached). 
 
 Kippy Boyle, Grand Street said that she attended the Auction and was 
pleasantly surprised at the good turnout and the number of properties sold.  
She would like to see at future Auctions one stop shopping with tables from 
the Codes Department, ARC, Plumbing & Electrical, etc.  She believes that in 
the past they did discuss some kind of a time table where the Codes 
Department would do periodic checks on these properties.  In regard to the 
property that was rejected, she feels that if it has a special value then they 
should have an upset price to start with because we have that option.  Lastly, 
she is happy that May 7th will be a community clean-up day but she would 
like to see the city departments take a role in this as well.   
 
 Brian Flannery, 5 Norton Street said that at a recent Work Session the 
City Manager moved his chair around to the other side of the table so that he 
was facing the City Council and he thinks that the ideal situation would be to 
have the Council at a round table to encourage conversation.  Perhaps in the 
future two council people could sit on the other side of the table for work 
session discussions. 
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that they used to do that but then they felt like 
their backs were to the audience.   There is no set rule so we could sit on 
opposite sides.  
 
 Gay Lee, City of Newburgh asked if a certain amount of properties 
could be donated to Habitat to rehab for first time home buyers. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that they have done forty and they are always 
asking for more. 
 
 Gay Lee continued that it doesn’t matter if Code writes up a violation 
because the Judge just dismisses it.  It seems like there is a hole in the system 



  

so maybe the City Manager or the City Council could talk with the Judges on 
that issue. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that they have tried repeatedly. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell thinks that they should try again because as a 
group it is their responsibility to be more proactive.   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that the last time they asked for a meeting with 
the Judges it was refused.   
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek agreed that it would be 
worthwhile to make a request for an informal meeting.  
 
 Judy Kennedy, 162 Grand Street believes that the CDBG money needs 
to be carefully looked at.  It seems to be moved around a lot and she is very 
concerned about it.  There is an obligation by the City to use that money for a 
specific purpose.  In regard to the properties, we should have an inventory of 
all the houses and what their condition is so that when we sell it we can have 
in the contract what needs to be done.  We should also have an understanding 
of people who we have sold to before and how that turned out. 
 
 Barbara Smith, City of Newburgh said that about two years ago she was 
told that there was something waiting to be approved with regard to carrying 
firearms in the buildings where we gather.  Has that ever been approved?  Has 
it every gotten on the books?  Why are we so reticent to believe that something 
like that can’t happen here?  Please get something on the books that will 
control what happens within our meeting halls.   
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, this portion of the meeting 
was closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





  

COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
 

 Councilwoman Bell said in regard to the Auction that we say we don’t 
want stipulations but she is concerned when an active litigant is sold property.  
That doesn’t make sense to her and should not be.  It is very important to 
conduct our due diligence.   She is excited about the clean-up and thanked 
Safe Harbors for taking the leadership on this and she hopes to see everyone 
there. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello thanked everyone for coming tonight. 
 
 Councilman Dillard thanked Safe Harbors for taking on the big 
responsibility of a putting a dent in the city with this clean-up.  This is a 
gigantic task and he encouraged everyone to come out on May 7th to help. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that our Auction was held two days following the 
tragedy on the Hudson River and we were all over the news.  People literally 
signed up for the Auction within forty-eight hours because of the fact we 
made the news.  That is not the way we want to make the news but it does get 
the name of Newburgh out there and he thinks we had more people show up 
for that Auction than we have ever had before.  Auctions are good and bad but 
he thinks this one went pretty well.  There was mention of an upset price but 
the Auction Companies have always said that an upset price doesn’t always 
work because it takes people away from the bidding process.  Granted if 
something does not fall within the guidelines that we want then we can reject 
it, which is what we did tonight.  All in all forty-one of the forty-two 
properties were bid on and are now set up for closing which is an exciting 
thing for a municipality.  Following last year with the taxes you would think 
that nobody would want to buy anything here but that is not true because 
people do see an opportunity here.  We do need to check on them in a few 
months to see how things are going.  In regard again to the tragedy that 
happened recently here in the City of Newburgh, we have gotten so many 
people and organizations that are willing to help from across the Country.  He 
received an e-mail from the Voices of Glory offering anything they could do in 
the way of a fundraiser to help.  These three young people have not forgotten 
their roots and have not forgotten Newburgh.  Lastly, May 14th will be the 
Youth Pride Day celebration and our Drum Corp will be participating in the 
Parade this year.  Around 1991 he started a clean-up of Broadway with the 
Chamber of Commerce and back then they measured their success by how 
much garbage they picked up.  A clean-up never ends so he thanked Safe 
Harbors for what they are doing but he believes it needs to be done on an 
annual basis and that it should be expanded throughout the whole city. 
 



  

 There being no further business to come before the Council the meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
        
       LORENE VITEK 
       CITY CLERK  
 
 
 
    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


