
  

 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was held on 
Tuesday, February 15, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 
3rd Floor, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, New York 12550. 
 
 The Prayer was led by Mayor Valentine and the Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Councilwoman Bell. 
 
 Present: Mayor Valentine, presiding; Councilwoman Angelo, 
Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard – 5 
   
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilwoman Angelo seconded that 
the minutes of the regular meeting of January 24, 2011 be approved. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION  
 
 

 In commemoration of Black History Month, Aquiala Walden, 9th grade 
student from Newburgh Free Academy read her winning essay titled 
“Celebrating the Dream” to the audience.   
 
 The City Council presented a Certificate of Recognition to Aquiala 
Walden in recognition of her outstanding achievement.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Denise Ribble, City of Newburgh said regarding resolution #23-2011 
that she would like to know how the contract is being paid for and how that 
relates to money they are saving the City by getting a handle on Workers 
Compensation costs.  She thinks that the Council should consider that a 
qualified Human Resources Director could handle a number of risk  
management matters such as Workers Compensation, personnel and policy 
matters, overtime management, contractual matters, grievances, personnel 
related litigation as well as performance monitoring.  Are all of these risk 
management concerns covered by this contract?  In regard to resolution #35-
2011, it sounds like there is some question about whether the Festival would 
cover all of the costs associated with the event.  She thought that it was the 
policy of the city that all events have to cover all costs. Is it the same for the 
International Festival or are the taxpayers expected to partially subsidize this 
event?   
 
 Brian Flannery, 5 Norton Street said in regard to resolution #39-2011 for 
the property auction that he would like to request that in the auction brochure 
and on the Internet to please indicate if a particular property is in the Historic 
District.  This information should be included in the summary next to the 
photo.  Please don’t bury it in fine print or on another page as it was done in 
the past because it just leads to trouble.  If there is anything we learned from 
the last auction attempt it is that we can’t assume that bidders will read the 
fine print before they show up at the event.  Additionally, Historic District 
status is a selling point that should be publicized because it attracts a better 
class of buyer and discourages would-be slumlords.  PACE University has said 
that if we can’t control our properties then we can’t control our city.  He hopes 
to see Historic District status highlighted in the auction materials and not 
hidden. 
 
 Kippy Boyle, Grand Street said that she wanted to piggy back on what 
Brian Flannery just said particularly in light of the presentation that they 
heard earlier at the Work Session.  In regard to resolution #39-2011, she 
thought that we told the State that we anticipated revenues of about 
$400,000.00 from building auctions in 2011 and they questioned if that was a 
reasonable amount.  She asked if the properties in the presentation tonight 
and the properties to be auctioned off were in the initial batch that constituted 
what would potentially be $400,000.00.  If we are going to take properties out 
for the Land Bank, will that reduce the amount we will be receiving in income 
and does the State Comptroller’s Office need to know?  She also would like to 
know what reallocated appropriations are required for the Youth Bureau. 
 



  

 Gay Lee, City of Newburgh asked for an explanation of resolutions #37-
2011 and 38-2011. 
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 23 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF NEWBURGH AND REGENT CONSULTANTS 

CORPORATION FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES IN THE 
AREA OF THE CITY’S INSURANCE PROGRAM AND RISK 

MANAGEMENT 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 189-2009 of December 14, 2009 City of 
Newburgh entered into an agreement with Regent Consultants Corporation 
which expired on December 31, 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 259-2010 of November 22, 2010 the City of 
Newburgh extended the agreement with Regent Consultants Corporation for 
two months which is due to expire on March 1, 2011  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh would like to extend said agreement 
for an additional ten (10) months which will expire on December 31, 2011; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement is for providing assistance in the review of the 
City’s insurance program and risk management in the form of consulting 
services at the rate of $2,500.00 per month; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that extending this agreement is 
in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
extend the agreement with Regent Consultants Corporation an additional ten 
(10) months, in substantially the same form as annexed hereto with any other 
provision that Counsel may require, at a rate of $2,500.00 per month, the cost 
shall be derived from M.1710.0400 for consulting services in the review of the 
City’s insurance program and risk management. 
 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek explained that this is $2500.00 per 
month to help us with all of our insurances.  He said that they have monthly 
meetings with all of the departments involved where we go through all of the 
ongoing Workers Compensation claims.  We look at each case to analyze it and 



  

recommendations are made on how to prevent any future falls or accidents.  
The company also works directly with Gallagher Bassett and other insurance 
providers that the city has. We are attempting to lower the city’s exposure and 
improve our overall record in terms of insurance.  We have made tremendous 
progress in this area. 
 
 Councilman Dillard asked if when they hold their monthly meetings 
they could provide an estimate of savings. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that it would be difficult to 
do on a monthly basis but perhaps they could do it quarterly.  He will bring 
that up at Thursday’s meeting to see if they can do something like that.  This 
has been very beneficial to the city and the staff and he believes that we are 
saving an incredible amount of money for the city and will continue to do so 
on a risk management standpoint. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that we have had very good service from 
them before so they have a good track record.   
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























  

 
RESOLUTION NO.: 30 - 2011 

 
OF 

 
FEBRUARY 15, 2011 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION TO N.Y.S. 

ARCHIVES FOR A LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
IMPROVEMENT FUND (LGRMIF) GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.00  

FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREPARING 
A RECORDS EMERGENCY/DISASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has demonstrated its commitment to 
the protection and management of its extensive active and inactive municipal 
records dating back to the late 1700’s through numerous prior grants and 
initiatives, as well as in the City’s annual Records Management and G.I.S. 
budgets; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City is committed to protecting its records and providing 
back-up to its departments in order to provide as little interruption to services to 
the public in the case of an emergency or disaster; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City adopted a City Emergency Management Plan in June 
2008 which acknowledges the need for said Records Emergency/Disaster 
Management to be integrated into it; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.Y.S. Archives provides a grant for the preparing of a 
Records Emergency/Disaster Management Plan through the Local Government 
Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF); and 
 
 WHEREAS, this grant does not require a match; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Manager is hereby 
authorized to submit an application to the N.Y.S. Archives Local Government 
Records Management Improvement Fund in the amount of $10,000.00 for the 
purpose of preparing a Records Emergency/Disaster Management Plan. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 



  

 
RESOLUTION NO.: 31 - 2011 

 
OF  

 
 FEBRUARY 15, 2011 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION TO N.Y.S. 
ARCHIVES FOR A LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS MANAGEMENT 

IMPROVEMENT FUND (LGRMIF) GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,540.00 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF COMPLETING PHASE 1 OF THE CONVERSION OF 
THE CODE COMPLIANCE ACTIVE PROPERTY FILES INTO ELECTRONIC 
FORM THROUGH SCANNING THEM INTO THE CITY’S “LASERFICHE”  

ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT SCANNING & FILING SYSTEM  
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh’s Code Compliance handles 23 
different permits, 13 types of complaints & inspections, 6 certificates, 5 types of 
insurance & bonds, 6 different reports, correspondence, street openings, court 
appearances, information requests, three boards’ applications, two registries, 
violations, and plans for 7,700 properties, and approximately 7,000 of those 
properties have active files, with an average of 24 different types of documents, 
235 sheets of paper, and 43 staples in each, yielding an estimated total of 1,645, 
000 sheets of paper just in the active files; and  
 
 WHEREAS, although basic Code Compliance data currently is entered 
into IPS software, documents and other information in the actual folders of active 
files are needed by 4 boards and nine departments in 6 other City locations, 
together with daily Freedom of Information requests and requests from other 
agencies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City has already invested in the electronic document 
scanning and filing system “Laserfiche” through General Code as a result of a 
prior RFP process for both Code Compliance and the City Clerk, as well as two 
scanning stations, which provide standardization of document and electronic 
record filing, as well as thorough key-word searching and retrieval; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City has implemented a data warehouse through two 
prior N.Y.S. Archives Local Government grants which can be integrated with the 
“Laserfiche” document scans and folders; and 
 WHEREAS, N.Y.S. Archives provides a grant for Document Conversion & 
Access through the Local Government Records Management Improvement 
Fund; and 
 



  

WHEREAS, this grant does not require a match; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is interested in the most effective management of its               
documents and electronic records;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Manager is hereby 
authorized to submit an application to the N.Y.S. Archives Local Government 
Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) in the amount of $15,540.00 
for the purpose of completing Phase 1 of the conversion of the active Code 
Compliance property files into electronic form through scanning them into the 
City’s “Laserfiche” electronic document scanning & filing system. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























  

RESOLUTION NO.:  32 - 2011 
OF 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR VENDOR SERVICES  

WITH ANGELO LALLIS AT A RATE OF THIRTY DOLLARS PER HOUR  
TO PROVIDE CONSULTING SERVICES TO THE ASSESSORS OFFICE  

FOR THE PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE 2011 
ASSESSMENT ROLL 

 
 WHEREAS, this Council, by Resolution 200-2010 of September 7, 2010 
authorized the City Manager to enter into an agreement with Angelo Lallis for 
consulting services to the Assessors Office for the preparation and maintenance 
of the 2011 assessment roll; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such agreement expires on December 31, 2010; and it is now 
necessary to extend this agreement until December 31, 2011 
 
 WHEREAS, the rate for these services is $30.00 per hour not to exceed 8 
hours per week, funding shall be derived from A.1355.0110; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that entering into such 
agreement is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
execute an agreement, in substantially the same form annexed hereto and subject 
to approval of the Corporation Counsel with such other terms and conditions as 
Counsel may require, with Angelo Lallis at a rate of $30.00 per hour to provide 
consulting services to the Assessors Office. 
 
  
 Councilwoman Bell asked if there is a cap on this. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that it is not a lot of money.  
The Budget line is for $25,000.00 a year but this is for less than that; 
somewhere in the $5,000.00 to $6,000.00 range. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 





















  

RESOLUTION NO.: 33 – 2011 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE MORATORIUM 
ON EVENT PERMIT APPLICATIONS UNTIL DECEMBER 31, 2011 

 
     WHEREAS, this Council, by Resolution No.: 113-2009 of July 13, 2009, 
adopted a moratorium on event permit applications until January 1, 2010; and  
 
     WHEREAS, this Council, by Resolution No.: 196-2009 of December 14, 2009, 
extended said moratorium on event permit applications until March 31, 2010; 
and  
 
      WHEREAS, this Council, by Resolution No.:  48-2010 of March 8, 2010 
extended said moratorium on event permit applications until December 31, 2010; 
and 
 
     WHEREAS, it has been deemed necessary to extend such moratorium until 
December 31, 2011;  
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the moratorium instituted by Resolution No.: 113- 
2009 of July 13, 2009, and extended by Resolution No.: 196-2009 of December 14, 
2009 and Resolution No.: 48-2010 of March 8, 2010, on permit applications which 
will necessitate overtime or special services from City Departments be and is 
hereby extended until December 31, 2011; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, as follows:  
 

That the moratorium will also apply to City-sponsored events, as well as 
events on City property planned by outside organizations or individuals 
requesting City co-sponsorship (waiving of insurance and fees). An exception 
may be made for events planned by City departments or agencies after careful 
review of possible budget impacts, or events determined by this Council to be in 
the best interest of the community benefit.  
 

This moratorium does not apply to gatherings protected under the First 
Amendment; however the City retains the right to determine their time, place 
and manner. The moratorium also does not apply to events for which the 



  

organizers reimburse the City for costs incurred for City personnel and/or 
services required by the event. 
 

An individual or organization denied approval or application for an event 
under this moratorium is entitled to request a hearing before the City Manager 
and/or submit an amended application for a permit for an event which does not 
require additional City personnel or services.  
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that this does not affect city sponsored 
fireworks, festivals or parades, correct? 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that the City Fireworks are 
on a self-supporting basis. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said the Festival and Parades are self-supporting 
also so this doesn’t affect them.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell said it is her understanding that last year all of the 
fireman who marched in the Parade were paid. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said she believes that the police have that in their 
contract not the firemen. 
 
 Police Chief, Michael Ferrara said that they don’t hire overtime to work 
the Parade.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that she was informed that the men who 
marched in the Parade were on the clock. 
 
 Police Chief, Michael Ferrara said that if it is in their contract then they 
receive compensation time. 
 
  
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.:  34 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
  

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO: 185-2009,  
THE 2010 BUDGET OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH,  

AND AMENDING RESOLUTION NO: 264-2010,  
THE AMENDED 2011 BUDGET  

FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK  
TO REALLOCATE APPROPRIATIONS TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS  

OF THE ORANGE COUNTY YOUTH BUREAU 
 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that Resolution No: 185-2009, the 2010 Budget of the 

City of Newburgh, is hereby amended to reallocate appropriations to be eligible 
to receive available funds from Orange County Youth Bureau as follows: 

 
Current Account                                              New Account                                      Amount 
  
A7140.0101                                                         A7310.0101                                         $ 9,459.92 
A7140.0102                                                         A7310.0102                                         $11,217.00 
A7140.0422                                                         A7310.0422                                         $13,688.12 
Total                                                                                                                                 $34,365.04 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution No.: 264-2010, the 2011 

Amended Budget of the City of Newburgh, is hereby amended to reallocate 
appropriations to be eligible to receive available funds from the Orange County 
Youth Bureau as follows: 

 
Current Account                                              New Account                                     Amount 
  
A7140.0101                                                         A7310.0101                                         $ 7,328.00 
A7140.0102                                                         A7310.0102                                         $10,743.00 
A7140.0422                                                         A7310.0422                                         $  8,158.00 
Total                                                                                                                                 $26,229.00 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 City Comptroller, Cheryl A. Gross explained that there is no line in the 
Budget under Youth Bureau and to get the reimbursement they must have that.  
There is no increase or decrease in the Budget it is just moving the line from 
Recreation to Youth Bureau. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.:  35 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 
 

RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO: 264-2010,  
THE AMENDED 2011 BUDGET  

FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK  
FOR AN ACCOUNT TRANSFER FROM THE  

2010 INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL DONATION LINE 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,2000.00 

TO THE T.000.0690 LINE  
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution No: 264-2010, the 2011 Amended 
Budget of the City of Newburgh, is hereby amended for an account transfer from 
the 2010 International Festival Donation Line in the amount of $9,200.00 to the 
T.000.0690 line; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any unused funds be carried forward 

annually and these funds be limited for the International Festival. 
 
 City Comptroller, Cheryl A. Gross said that $9,200.00 was left over after 
all expenses and donations from last year’s Festival.  This is just a correction of 
the allocation of funds. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that last year we made over $16,000.00 and 
after paying our expenses we had the balance of $9,200.00.  Every one of the 
Bands that played donated their services so we didn’t have to pay any of them.  
We had the Guardian Angels on duty and civilian police so we made out 
alright and we had a wonderful Festival. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell asked what expenses are related to the Festival. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo responded that we have to pay for the Bands to 
come in and for the food tent.  The total expenses were about $6,000.00. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 36 - 2011 
OF 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND RESOLUTION No.: 267-2010  
OF DECEMBER 13, 2010 AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 264-2010 
OF NOVEMBER 23, 2010 ADOPTING THE AMENDED BUDGET 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2011 
 

WHEREAS, the City Manager, on October 4, 2010, submitted to the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh, New York, a detailed estimate, including the 
“Manager’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2011 Budget” and the “Manager’s Proposed 
Personnel Analysis Book” of same date, of revenues and expenditures necessary 
and proper for all municipal activities accounted for in the General, Water, 
Sewer, Sanitation and Self-Insurance Funds during the fiscal year of 2011; and, 
 

WHEREAS, such detailed estimates has been filed in the City Clerk’s 
Office as required by the Charter of the City of Newburgh so that said estimates 
may be inspected by anyone interested, and a public hearing was held on 
November 8, 2010 in reference to said estimates for any item thereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council has made such changes, alteration, corrections 
and amendments to the said budget as it appears to said Council to be proper, 
including incorporating such changes as deemed necessary in response to the 
New York State Office of the State Comptroller’s budget review report #B8-10-23 
dated November 10, 2010; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Council wishes to correct certain clerical errors in 

Resolution Nos. 264-2010 and 267-2010 regarding tax payment dates; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York does hereby approve, determine and adopts the budget 
for the year 2011 as appears in the annexed “City Council Adopted Fiscal Year 
2011 Budget” dated November 22, 2010, and the “City Council Adopted 
Personnel Analysis Fiscal Year 2011 Budget” of same date; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $18,807,484 be levied and 
raised on account of City taxes for the year 2011 on all the taxable property in the 
City of Newburgh according to the valuation of the last assessment roll of said 
City for State, County and City purposes, being $746,998,150 for Homestead 
Properties and $440,303,011 for Non-Homestead Properties, including special 
franchise assessments, in accordance with the Real Property Tax Law of the State 
of New York; and, 



  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Collector is authorized and 
directed to cause said amount of $18,807,484 to be extended and apportioned on 
said assessment roll at $14.0907 for Homestead properties and $18.8091 for Non-
Homestead Properties on every $1,000 of taxable real property, including special 
franchise assessments; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the required sewer, water and 
sanitation fees for the taxable and non-taxable properties for the year 2011 is as 
set forth in Section 163-3 of the City Code of Ordinances; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Collector is authorized and 
directed to cause any and all amounts reported as omitted taxes to be levied 
against the real property subject to said omitted taxes and to cause the amounts 
reported by the City Collector as overdue and unpaid water rents, sewer rents 
and sanitation user fees, and unpaid charges of property abatement, with the 
interest and penalties thereon, to be added to the tax levied against the real 
property for which or in connection with which such water, sewer and sanitation 
was provided; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said City tax roll shall be delivered to 
the City Collector on the 2nd day of January 2011, signed by the City Manager 
and under the seal of the City, directing and commanding said City Collector to 
receive and collect in the manner provided by the law for the levying and 
collecting of County taxes by City Collectors, these several amounts in the roll 
specified as against the persons or property therein mentioned and described, 
and that said warrant shall direct the City Collector to collect said assessments in 
four equal installments as follows: 
 
 The first installment commencing on the 3rd day of January 2011, and 
collect up to and including the 1st 4th day of February 2011, without fees, and to 
add 5% from the 2nd 5th day of February 2011, up to and including the 3rd day of 
April 2011. 
 
 The second installment commencing on the 1st day of March 2011, and 
collect up to and including the 1st 6th day of April 2011, without fees, and to add 
5% from the 2nd 7th day of April 2011, up to and including the 30th day of May 
2011. 
 
 The third installment commencing on the 1st day of May 2011, and collect 
up to and including the 1st 7th day of June 2011, without fees, and to add 5% 
from the 2nd 8th day of June 2011, up to and including the 31st day of July, 2011. 
 



  

 The fourth installment commencing on the 1st day of July 2011, and collect 
up to and including the 1st 5th day of August 2011, without fees, and to add 5% 
from the 2nd 6th day of August 2011, up to and including the 29th day of 
September, 2011. 
 
 In addition thereto, for all late payments remaining unpaid for ninety (90) 
days after the first date designated for the collection of same, there shall be 
added an additional penalty in the amount of 10% per annum computed from 
said first date of collection; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the amounts, when collected, be 
deposited daily with the Key Bank of NY, N.A., Bank of America, TD Bank, 
Citizens, or in any of the said banks in compliance with the requirements set 
forth in the Newburgh Fiscal Recovery Act by said City Comptroller and 
credited and applied to the General, Water, Sewer, Sanitation and Self-Insurance 
Funds and accounts as stated in the Adopted Budget for taxes now confirmed 
and approved by said City Council, including credit balances heretofore 
appropriated. 
 
Underlining ______ denotes additions 
Strikethrough denotes deletions 
 
 City Comptroller, Cheryl A. Gross explained that this is to change the 
dates for the tax collection.  It was not taken into consideration that the seniors 
are not receiving their Social Security checks until the third of the month.  
Now they will have two full business days so that everyone will have enough 
time.   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that our phones have been ringing off the hook 
over this.  This is very important.  He doesn’t think that it was the intention to 
have the first of the month cost such hardship but we don’t get any bill that 
comes on the first of the month.  They are always the fourth, fifth or sixth 
because people that are on fixed incomes do not get their check which means 
they would have to allocate from the month before for a bill that comes due on 
the first of the month.   By making this change it softens the blow a little bit.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that this effects everyone not just people on 
fixed incomes.  
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 37 - 2011 
OF 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE RE-PURCHASE OF 
REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS 274 WASHINGTON STREET  

(SECTION 35, BLOCK 4, LOT 9) 
AT PRIVATE SALE TO AGN NEWBURGH REALTY LLC 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 

real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
property Tax law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, AGN Newburgh Realty LLC, the former owner of 274 
Washington Street, being more accurately described as Section 35, Block 4, Lot 9 
on the official tax map of the City of Newburgh, has requested to re-purchase the 
property at private sale; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh has determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to allow the former 
owner to re-purchase this property status quo ante; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the following property to AGN Newburgh 
Realty LLC be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said purchaser upon receipt 
of $8,000.00 no later than February 28, 2011; and  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 
  
  Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek explained that this is a 
property that was taken for unpaid 2008 taxes; however, all of the other taxes 
have been paid.  There has been some vandalism in the building and they feel 
that it is best to get it back on the tax rolls.  
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 38 - 2011 
 

OF  
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 
 

A RESOLUTION RATIFYING A SETTLEMENT IN THE MATTER OF 
THE TOWN OF NEW WINDSOR AND THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 

ON THE TERMS OF USE FOR BROWN’S POND DURING EMERGENCY 
SITUATIONS 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh and the Town of New Windsor have 
reached an agreement on the terms of the Town’s use of the water in Brown’s 
Pond during emergency situations; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement provides that in the event the Town cannot 
use the New York City Aqueduct to supply water to its residents, the Town may 
draw water from Brown’s Pond at the prevailing water rate charged by New 
York City, plus fifteen percent (15%); and  
 
 WHEREAS, the increased rate will off-set a portion of the City of 
Newburgh’s operating and maintenance costs for impounding and safeguarding 
the waters in Brown’s Pond; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the municipalities have agreed to discontinue the lawsuit 
commenced by the Town in Orange County Supreme Court and appeared in 
Court to place a Stipulation of Discontinuance on the Record to reflect said 
agreement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined said agreement in the best 
interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the terms of the settlement agreement are hereby 
ratified. 

 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 



  

RESOLUTION NO.: 39 – 2011 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC AUCTION 
OF CITY OWNED PROPERTIES 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by tax foreclosure in rem and through other sources of title; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh now desires to dispose of these 
properties; and 
 
 WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of City staff, this Council has 
determined that auctioning the parcels on the attached Schedule “A” is in the 
best interests of the City of Newburgh; and 
 

WHEREAS, the properties on the attached Schedule A are to be sold to 
the highest bidder and are subject to the terms of auction on the attached 
Schedule B, subject to the final approval of each sale by this Council; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has determined that it is in the best 
interests of the City to retain a professional auction company to conduct the 
public auction of City owned properties; and 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the properties on the list attached hereto as Schedule 
A and are subject to the Terms of Auction attached hereto as Schedule B, are to 
be sold at public auction to the highest bidder subject with the final approval of 
each sale by this Council; and  

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to enter into an 
agreement, in a form subject to approval of Corporation Counsel with such other 
terms and conditions as the City Manager and Corporation Counsel may require, 
with Haroff Auction and Realty, Inc./Absolute Auctions & Realty, Inc. for 
services in connection with a public auction. and 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Manager be and he hereby is 
directed to take all steps and execute any and all instruments and documents 
necessary to implement this resolution. 



  

SCHEDULE “A” 
 
S-B-L                ADDRESS 
 
48-6-3 63 Beacon Street 
 
45-8-10 87 Carson Avenue 
 
22-2-26 34 Carter Street 
 
30-4-21             13 Chambers Street (sell w/ 15 Chambers)  
 
30-4-20.1 15 Chambers Street (sell w/13 Chambers) 
 
17-8-22 206 City Terrace 
 
36-5-18             29 Clark Street 
 
18-1-7 128 Dubois Street 
 
11-1-30 200 Dubois Street 
 
28-1-12 387 First Street 
 
38-3-39 18 Hasbrouck Street 
 
38-3-50 44 Hasbrouck Street 
 
38-4-22 25 Hasbrouck Street 
               
38-4-70 25 Hasbrouck Street Rear (sell w/25 Hasbrouck) 
 
7-8-10 16 Hudson View Terrace 
 
11-3-26 187 Lander Street (sell w/162 South) 
 
11-2-13 190 Lander Street 
 
11-3-1 197 Lander Street 
 
4-8-20 21 Leroy Place 
 
11-5-11 307 Liberty Street 



  

S-B-L                ADDRESS 
 
12-1-16 330 Liberty Street 
 
29-8-9 10 Lutheran Street 
 
29-8-10 12 Lutheran Street 
 
29-8-12             16 Lutheran Street 
 
29-4-25             28 Lutheran Street 
 
29-3-17             31 Lutheran Street 
 
29-3-13             39 Lutheran Street 
 
7-7-8.1              3 Marne Avenue 
  
18-2-30 142 N. Miller Street 
 
48-2-8 47 Overlook Place 
 
7-1-17 26 Pine Street 
 
45-5-23 108 Renwick Street 
 
45-5-24 110 Renwick Street 
 
45-5-25 112 Renwick Street 
 
7-2-3 252 Robinson Avenue 
 
11-3-21 162 South Street (sell w/187 Lander) 
 
13-2-10 791 South Street 
 
22-1-17 251 Third Street 
 
29-5-25 10 Van Ness (sell and merge w/12 Van Ness) 
 
29-5-26 12 Van Ness (sell and merge w/10 Van Ness) 
 
29-9-2 57 Van Ness 



  

S-B-L                ADDRESS 
39-2-10             145 Washington Street 
 
38-2-12 241 Washington Street 
 
35-3-31             248 Washington Street 
 
35-3-38             264 Washington Street 
 
35-2-25 6-12 William Street 
 
35-3-14 16 William Street 
 
35-3-17.1 26 William Street 
 
39-2-29 61 William Street 

SCHEDULE “B” 
• No owner occupancy required for existing structures. 
 
• Building permit within 12 months of the deed and certificate of occupancy 

within 18 months of the deed for existing structures. 
 
• For vacant properties, no building permit required, but must keep 

property clean, in accordance with Property Maintenance Code.  If 
purchased by adjacent property owner and lot is substandard in size 
under zoning, lot must be merged with adjoining property. 

 
• For 21 Leroy Place, 10 Van Ness Street, 12 Van Ness Street, and 16 William 

Street, City administration will seek certificates of appropriateness from 
the Architectural Review Commission (ARC) before auction to permit 
demolition of these properties, so bidders are aware of right to demolish.  
Demolition must be completed within 6 months of the deed. No 
requirement to build new structure within 18 months.  When building 
construction is economically feasible, must be done with ARC review and 
approval. If purchased by adjacent property owner and lot is substandard 
in size under zoning, lot must be merged with adjoining property. 

 
• 13 and 15 Chambers Street, 25 Hasbrouck Street and 25 Hasbrouck Street 

Rear, 187 Lander Street and 162 South Street, and 10 and 12 Van Ness 
Street will each be sold as a package with requirement to merge both 
properties. 

 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that the amount budgeted 
for this is $300,000.00 and they are hopeful that through this auction and 



  

through other sales throughout the year that they will achieve that $300,000.00 
revenue.   
 
 Councilwoman Bello asked if that is all. 
 
 Mayor Valentine commented that they hope for more.  We budgeted 
$300,000.00 but if we make $900,000.00 or a million dollars then that is over 
budget but we only budgeted $300,000.00.  That was the agreed upon number 
that the State Comptroller would accept.  We originally put in $400,000.00 but 
we settled on $300,000.00.  There are approximately fifty properties and the 
auction will be on April 14th.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell noted that she is extremely opposed to this auction.  
What did the last auction get us?   
 
 Mayor Valentine responded that the last auction was a show but what 
did the auction before that get us? 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that her issue is that with the tax situation that 
we are in she doesn’t see people coming here to get these properties.  We asked 
about an upset price or a minimum and we were told “no”.  She wants us to be 
a little more creative.  In the City of Detroit, for instance, they have a shortage 
of police officers just like we do here. What they have done with some of the 
more choice houses on the auction list is offer them to police officers to come 
and move into the city.  They might get a great property for $10,000.00 with the 
stipulation that they will live there and this is a way to have a police presence 
that is right in the community.  We need that.  It would be a wonderful way of 
beefing up our security and doing something valuable with the properties.  
She thinks that more creative solutions need to be looked at.   
 
 Mayor Valentine told Councilwoman Bell that he respects her opinion 
and he knows that she does not like auctions.  They are not the be all and end 
all but they are also not a curse.  He has been to the successful ones and saw 
what happened there.  At the one auction where we made over a million 
dollars about a year and a half ago, there was one piece of property that had all 
of the conditions on it of home ownership and this and that which we still 
own.  We had three people at that auction that wanted that house on that day 
but when they found out what the conditions were they walked away from it.  
The person that eventually got it couldn’t and didn’t want to do it so it was 
kicked backed to us.  We bantered back and forth for six months and at the 
end of that six months it still reverted back to us and it is still ours today on 
this auction list.  What you have to look at is the creativity.  As an example, 
there was a derelict building on the corner of South Street and Roosevelt Place 
across from the tennis courts near N.F.A. that was surrounded by beautiful 



  

homes.  That building was sold at auction and they did everything that they 
said they were going to do with it.  In the past we have offered houses to city 
employees.  If you say over and over again that nobody wants to invest in the 
City of Newburgh, then nobody will want to invest here which is not true.  We 
have seen two developers in the first month of this year make a commitment to 
invest here and we have two other developers that are right on the cusp as 
soon as we work out some financing through IDA.  This is not the best of all 
situations but in this particular year it is certainly one that we need to try.  We 
need to get some people to come here and fix up some of these properties.   
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that they saw a slide presentation and 
asked if those slides would be shown at the auction.   
 
 Ed Lynch, Director of Planning and Development said that a lot of those 
photographs will be included in the packet at the auction and they are looking 
into putting that slide presentation on the website.  We need to do some 
advanced marketing. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo said that we have to be the ones to market this 
City. 
 Mayor Valentine said that the house he spoke about earlier on South 
Street and Roosevelt Place was at a time when he saw it every day.  A few days 
before the auction there were people looking at that property and the 
competiveness was amazing. The people that got it did what they said they 
were going to do.  He watched them get their permits and fix it up which has 
certainly improved that neighborhood.  This is not everything but it is a 
component of what we need to do right now and a really successful auction 
should stimulate more people to come here.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that there is perception and then there is 
reality.  She knows that there are votes here at this table to approve the auction 
and she understands that but she still feels that she should weigh in on the 
fact that this is not necessarily the best way to go.  She thinks that the whole 
idea of removing the residency requirement may get us a quick few bucks but 
what does it do with stabilizing a community in transition.  She is going to 
vote “no” and they will vote “yes” but this is just an opportunity to express 
some different view points. 
   
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman 
Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 4 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bell – 1 
 ADOPTED 



  

ORDINANCE NO.: 7 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 297 
ENTITLED “WRECKERS AND TOWERS” 

OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
that Chapter 297 be and is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 1. § 297-3. Towing, storage and clean-up rates. 

A. No owner or driver of a wrecker or tow truck may charge in excess of the 
[following] rates set forth in Chapter 163, “Fees” of this Code for towing and 
winching of vehicles, motorcycles and mopeds, when such tow or winch is at the 
direction of the City of Newburgh Police Department, including impoundment 
at City's direction for law enforcement purposes under Section 297-12 of this 
Chapter and traffic stop tows under Section 297-13 of this Chapter. 

B. The City of Newburgh may audit the tow logs, books and records of all 
licensees at any reasonable time, for its own convenience or upon request of 
an interested party.  

C. A charge as set forth in Chapter 163, “Fees” of this Code [of $50 per 1/2 
hour] may be imposed against the owner or responsible party for provided 
clean-up services to remove debris, fluids and other materials from the 
location, if necessary, to restore conditions of safe passage on the 
thoroughfare.  

D. A charge as set forth in Chapter 163, “Fees” of this Code [of an amount not 
to exceed $40] may be imposed per application of Speedy Dry and/or other 
such materials as may be necessary to restore conditions of safe passage on the 
thoroughfare.  

§ 297-12. Impoundment at City's direction for law enforcement purposes. 

A. All licensee called upon to tow and/or impound a vehicle by or for the City 
of Newburgh Police Department must store the vehicle if so directed by a 
member of the Police Department, at such facility as may be designated by the 
Police Department or by the City of Newburgh.  



  

B. If the Police Department directs a licensee to tow and impound a motor 
vehicle at a facility not owned or controlled by the City of Newburgh, such 
operator shall be able to provide the facilities to store said vehicle. In case of 
impoundment, such operator may charge the same fees as authorized under 
Section 297-3 of this Code for the storage of such motor vehicle . The operator 
shall provide liability insurance covering said stored vehicles in amounts not 
less than is required in § 297-9B and said policy shall name the City of 
Newburgh as an additional insured. The requirements set forth in § 297-9B 
shall be deemed to apply to the insurance required by this section and by City 
Code.  

§ 297-22. Towing of vehicles by City. 

A. In the event that a vehicle is towed by the employees and agents of the City 
itself, using tow vehicles, equipment and facilities owned and/or controlled 
by the City, then the City of Newburgh shall charge such fees against the 
owner and/or party responsible for such towed vehicle and for winching, 
cleaning the scene, storage and all other applicable charges equivalent to the 
schedule of fees charged by private licensees as authorized under Section 297-
3 of this Code  for such services. Such towing and related services shall be 
performed and provided by the City generally in accordance with the 
protocols set forth in this chapter as are applicable to private licensees, subject 
to such specific provisions and commands as may be issued by the City 
Manager and the Chief of Police or their designee(s).  

B. Persons or entities reclaiming vehicles from the City shall comply with the 
following before such vehicle shall be released by the City.  

(1) Satisfactory proof of ownership and/or entitlement to physical 
possession of such vehicle shall be provided to the designated officer of the 
City of Newburgh Police Department.  

(2) Payment of all outstanding fines, violations, parking tickets and all other 
offenses and fees shall be made to the City Clerk. The City Clerk shall issue 
a receipt for such payment, which receipt must be provided to the 
designated officer or agent of the Police Department prior to such release. If 
the vehicle is designated as an "abandoned vehicle," then in addition to the 
foregoing the City shall charge an additional fee as set forth in Chapter 163, 
Fees, of this Code  prior to releasing same.  

(3) If a vehicle is towed by a private licensee to a City storage facility at the 
request of the City, in addition to the foregoing, the City shall charge the 
owner or responsible party a sum equivalent to  the towing cost charged to 



  

the City by such private licensee plus a storage fee as set forth in Chapter 
163, Fees, of this Code .  

(4) Abandoned vehicles.  

(a) If the vehicle towed by or at the request of the City is designated by 
the City as an "abandoned vehicle," and the value of such vehicle is 
established by the City as less than $1,250, the City shall pay to a private 
licensee for such tow a fee of $50. If such vehicle is stored at a private 
facility, the City will not be liable to such private licensee for any storage 
charges; and the City will take or accept possession of such vehicle from 
such private licensee within a reasonable time.  

(b) If an abandoned vehicle towed pursuant to Subsection B(4)(a) above 
has a value as established by the City of $1,250 or more, the private 
licensee in physical possession of such vehicle may retain possession of 
same for further handling and disposition in compliance with the New 
York State Vehicle and Traffic Law and applicable rules and regulations, 
or may turn over such physical possession of same to the City upon 
notice to the City and acceptance by the City of same. If a vehicle is 
turned over to the City pursuant hereto, the licensee shall also provide to 
the City at such time all documentation and available history regarding 
said vehicle.  

§ 297-24. Fees; rates. 

A. The fee payable to the City Clerk with each application for a tow truck and 
operator's license shall be set forth in Chapter 163, Fees, of this Code  and  
may be revised each year.  

B. Rates charged for towing vehicles, storage and specialized services at the 
request and/or direction of the City of Newburgh Police Department within 
the City of Newburgh shall not exceed the rates as set forth in Chapter 163, 
Fees, of this Code the City of Newburgh Schedule of Fees.  

C. All licensees shall be required to post in their garage, or service station, or 
place of business in a conspicuous place and available for view by the public, 
a schedule of the maximum rates for towing and storage, at the direction of 
the City of Newburgh Police Department, as set forth in Chapter 163, Fees, of 
this Code the City of Newburgh Schedule of Fees.  

D. Tow charges incurred by the City for the removal of each abandoned 
vehicle shall not exceed one tow charge per vehicle.  



  

Section 2. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the ordinance be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

ORDINANCE NO.: 8 - 2011 
 

OF 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 2011 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 163  
ENTITLED “FEES” OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH  
 
 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Newburgh that: 
 
Section 1.  Chapter 163 entitled “Fees” of the Code of the City of Newburgh be 
and hereby is amended as follows: 
 

§ 297-3  Towing, storage and clean-up rates. 

  Initial Pick-up charge for Towing or Road Service  

Between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  $100.00 

   Between 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.  $125.00 

   Any Time During Snow Emergency $150.00 

  Winching Charge per hour    $85.00 

Towing City-owned cars $45.00 plus $1.50 
per mile if towed 
from outside City 
limits 

Outside Storage $50.00 for the initial 
24 hours or any 
portion thereof and 
$50.00 for each 24 
hour period 
thereafter or 
portion thereof 



  

Inside Storage $60.00 for the initial 
24 hour period or 
any portion thereof 
and $60.00 for each 
24 hour period 
thereafter or 
portion thereof 

Clean-up services $50.00 per half hour 

Application of Speedy Dry or similar material $40.00 

 
§ 297-6  Wreckers and towers 
 

Annual license fee  $150 for the first 
truck or vehicle 

 
For each additional 
truck or vehicle: 
$25.00 
 

§ 297-22 Towing of vehicles by City 
 
  Abandoned Vehicles as defined in the 
  New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law  $250.00 
 

Storage at City facilities $50.00 per day or 
any part thereof for 
outside storage 

 
 $60.00 per day or 

any part thereof for 
inside storage 

 
 
Section 2.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
 
 
 Corporation Counsel, Bernis Nelson said that the only real change is to 
the annual license fee.  Instead of the fee being $150.00 for the first two trucks 
it will now be $150.00 for the first truck with each additional truck being 



  

$25.00.  The other change is to the charges for storage fees with are being 
increased to the same as a private facility.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that in addition to people paying the towing 
fees they will also have to pay all of their back tickets plus a towing fee.   
 
 Public Works Superintendent, George Garrison said that right now they 
probably have about one hundred and fifty vehicles.  Some work and some 
don’t.  They are working on having an auction but right now they have bids go 
out and the person that gets it crushes the cars.  Right now they get about 
$165.00 per car that is crushed but if the price of metal goes up then the price of 
crushing the cars goes up too.   
 
 Councilwoman Bello asked what a winching charge is.  
 
 George Garrison answered that if a car goes off the road it has to be 
winched out of a ditch or if it is behind a snow bank it might have to be 
winched between two cars. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the ordinance be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

GENERAL COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
 

 Janet Gianopolous, City of Newburgh asked when the power point 
presentation concerning the auction will be on the website. 
 
 Corporation Counsel, Bernis Nelson said that they are planning on 
meeting with the auction company next week and after that it should go on the 
website.  
 
 Denise Ribble, City of Newburgh said that she thinks it would be 
helpful to have a cost benefit analysis of options for some of the following 
concerns.  After listening to the presentation about sanitation services it struck 
her that the Council is being asked to make a decision without knowing what 
the cost benefits would be as far as privatizing and partially privatizing.  The 
Mayor brought up a good point that right now we have sanitation people 
driving trucks for snow removal.  She thinks it would be a good idea to have a 
presentation so that the finance person can make a recommendation.  They 
should also look at a side by side comparison regarding property disposition 
including sales versus leases of certain city owned properties and the cost of 
outsourcing consultants versus in-house work.  She understands that there is a 
State agency that might be able to refinance three million dollars of our Bonds 
at there Triple A rate.  Three million dollars at a one, two or three percent 
interest savings over a period of ten years is a lot of money so this is 
something that should definitely be looked at.  She also thinks that they 
should raise the abandoned building fees.  In addition, she noted that the 
Waterfront Advisory Committee has a vacancy if anyone is interested. 
 
 Kippy Boyle, Grand Street asked if anyone could confirm if the NCAC 
paid their first installment payment which was due by February 8th.   
 
 Mayor Valentine responded with a “yes”. 
 
 Ms. Boyle said in regard to revenues and reports that there were fees 
due in February and she would like to know how much actually came in.  It is 
her understanding that the estimated revenues for sanitation for 2011 was 2.8 
million so what did we actually get in for the first quarter.  She would also 
like a figure on what we have in uncollected funds.  She believes we told the 
State that we have over $700,000.00 in uncollected funds and she would like to 
know if that has changed.  She heard that they are looking into the ability to 
pay by charge card and she would like to know the status of that.  She would 
also like to know how many parking tickets were issued during the snow 
emergency.  These are numbers that should be presented to the public at every 
Council meeting so we have an idea on where we are going.   



  

 Yaakov Sullivan, Overlook Place said in regard to the auction that 
Mayor Valentine noted one property across from the High School that was 
very successful and that is good to hear but out of the three hundred properties 
how many examples are positive and how many are negative.  How many were 
taken by slumlords that did not improve the quality of that street or 
community and were reverted back to the city?  He commended 
Councilwoman Bell for her suggestion which he thinks is worth discussing.  
Collection of revenue at this extremely difficult fiscal time is important which 
he thinks everyone realizes but the point Councilwoman Bell raised about 
stability of a community and a neighborhood is equally important.  In the 
Heights, they formed a cooperative of neighbors who have purchased houses 
and they are renovating them to turn them over to potentially good 
homeowners.  Secondly, he said that Mr. Lynch does give a quarterly report to 
the public but he would like to know what has incurred since he took office 
and what is in the pipeline presently for bringing in revenue and economic 
development in terms of our city so that we as citizens have some clarity and 
ideas about what is happening with economic development. 
 
 Brian Flannery, 5 Norton Street said to follow up on something from the 
last meeting that he thinks it is important to straighten out any confusion over 
who determined the PILOT’s for the proposed buildings at Broadway and 
Liberty.  If he understands the resolutions correctly, the developers will have 
to come back to the Council in a few months to ask them to vote to “seal the 
deal”, assuming that the developers’ applications are approved by New York 
State Homes and Community Renewal.  The Council will need the 
information about how the PILOT’s were determined to make an informed 
decision on final approval.  Even if one feels that PILOT’s can be justified in 
this case as I do, one wants to know that the city is getting the best deal 
possible given the circumstances and not letting itself get taken advantage of.   
He would appreciate if Mr. Lynch could explain who came up with these 
numbers and how much flexibility the city has to negotiate them.  On a related 
note, he did some Internet research on the 485-b ten-year commercial 
development whatchamacallit that Andy Cavaluzzi is applying for.  It looks 
like it’s a NYS sponsored tax exemption, not a PILOT, and that it’s available 
“as-of-right” for any commercial development unless the municipality has 
opted out of the program.  In other words, even though it was mentioned in 
the text of last meeting’s resolution, it doesn’t require Council approval.  Do I 
understand that correctly? 
 
 Ed Lynch, Director of Planning and Development said that there might 
have been a misunderstanding on his comment that the numbers were coming 
from the applicants based on financing.  The original proposal was 
substantially lower and after negotiations they got the increase in terms of 
what they are paying the city upfront as well as over a long period of time. 



  

 Mayor Valentine noted that the housing component also changed.  
Their income level for occupancy was much lower and we raised it. 
 
 El Lynch continued that in terms of the offer for parking which was 
initially $30,000.00 that went up in terms of the amount they were willing to 
pay for the annual PILOT.  The first floor of the building is just one story and 
it would qualify for a 485-b but what is happening above is the PILOT.  What 
was being discussed was not what they wanted initially.  In response to a 
comment made earlier asking what he has done, there is a report that has been 
submitted to the Council.  He is not sure if they have had a chance to look at it 
yet but a whole lot has been done.   
 
 Gay Lee, City of Newburgh said that she is not sure if the auction 
makes a whole lot of sense when you consider what they are getting next to 
what they are putting out.  How many of these properties were taken for back 
taxes and where are we with the tax payment repayment plan?  She hasn’t 
heard anything on where we stand with that.  
 
 Corporation Counsel, Bernis Nelson said that the majority of these 
properties were taken by In-Rem tax foreclosure last summer of 2010.   
 
 Gay Lee asked where we are with the property tax repayment plan. 
 
 Corporation Counsel, Bernis Nelson said the Comptroller’s office had 
indicated that this would have a negative financial impact on the city.  If you 
have an installment repayment plan then what happens is that people wait 
until just before redemption day to come in and enter into an installment 
program which allows them, through state law, to be withdrawn from the list.  
What happens is that 25% is paid on the amount due and owing for all taxes 
and the remaining 75% is paid over a period of two years.  What the city is 
doing is issuing Tax Anticipation Notes for the money they would have 
received on redemption day for that 75%.  That puts the city in a difficult 
financial position.  At the end of the last In-Rem, we had about fifty properties 
that had not paid when it came time for redemption day which is a small 
percentage of the total number of properties.  The legal mechanism is there but 
it is an issue of financial impact on the city.  
 
 Gay Lee said with all due respect that you don’t know what the impact 
will be if there is no effort made to introduce this plan.  So what if I pay my 
taxes just before my property goes into In-Rem foreclosure.  Her sense is that 
the Council has not agreed to this idea from the beginning.  There are people 
who would pay their taxes and to say that there is a potential for a loss is a crap 
shoot just like everything else.  The auction is a crap shoot because if you 
auction fifty houses at $4,000.00 each you will only get about $200,000.00.  This 



  

has turned into a situation where it may not be a good idea so it is easier to 
take the houses, foreclose and then auction them off.  It doesn’t make sense to 
her.  She was told that this plan was being worked on and now she is being 
told that it may not be the best idea.  She thinks that this only adds more fuel 
to needing policy.  This is not a good explanation.  She added that there are no 
lights on Nicoll Street, Forsythe Place and Grand. 
 
 MaryAnn Prokosch, City of Newburgh said that as far as the Workers 
Compensation and outside auditors and consultants, she can see the need for a 
Human Resource person but for this particular item we need someone from 
outside the city to make sure that we are not being taken advantage of.  In 
regard to the PILOT’s, she again would like to know how we got to these 
amounts because she feels that they are too low.  What about PILOT’s for tax 
payments in conjunction with the auction.  Maybe if there was a tax break at 
the auction for people coming in for homeownership we could get people into 
neighborhoods and stabilize them.  PILOT money might work better with 
situations like that.  Maybe if we were more creative with tax breaks we would 
get better results.  On Broadway there is a lot listed that was on the In-Rem 
foreclosure and she thought that we owned it so why is it on the list? In regard 
to the sanitation, she said that if we bring someone in to pick up the garbage 
and she doesn’t pay her bill to that sanitation company the garbage is going to 
sit there.  If she is not paying through the city, doesn’t that give her the right to 
go to any sanitation company that she chooses?   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that we don’t know because this is a very 
complicated thing to do.   
 
 MaryAnn agreed and said that they should be careful and make sure 
that the billing is done through the city and that they contract with the 
company otherwise they will have legal problems.  
 
 Timothy Hayzill, City of Newburgh said that he agrees with 
Councilwoman Bell.  They are talking about giving tax breaks to people 
coming to buy houses but the people who lost their houses can’t get any tax 
breaks.  It seems like the Council is fighting the people that live here. They 
need some fresh ideas because if they keep doing the same thing then they 
will end up with the same results.   
 
 Chris Hanson, City of Newburgh is a realtor and thinks that the owner 
occupancy component is vital.  He knows what happened at the last auction 
but the owner-occupancy brings up the value of the entire neighborhood so 
the tax base increases and brings more people here.  He guarantees that one 
hundred New Yorkers come here every month to decide if they are going to 
buy something here in Newburgh and unfortunately ninety-nine of them go 



  

back.  Not because they don’t see the value and the potential of Newburgh but 
because what they don’t see is a plan.  That should be your goal.  If you can get 
one hundred people to come here every month then you are making changes 
and broadening your tax base.  A homeowner has to obtain a loan from the 
bank but if the equity is not there they will not loan any money.  We have 
properties in this city that will never be viable until Liberty Street is viable.  
 
 Councilman Dillard asked if the 203K Program is through FHA and if 
they would work with the City to make these loans.   
 
 Mr. Hanson said that he could provide the Council with names of 
brokers who would be willing to do that.  As an example, if you have five 
properties on one block the requirements of the FHA, 203K Loan is that those 
properties are rehabbed by a licensed contractor and it is guaranteed because if 
the buyer walks out then the bank has to pay for that renovation.  If 
everything goes the way it is supposed to, they will be renovated and owner-
occupied in about four to six months.  That is what they are looking for.  You 
have to be willing to depart with properties for low enough prices and the 
203K also does a projected appraisal.  This could definitely be a tool for the 
city with no risk or cost.  He said that they tried to do this before but they need 
to be more creative. 
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo thanked George Garrison for taking down the 
tree and wreaths and for the snow removal.  Last Friday night she attended a 
“Salute to Heroes” show where they sang show tunes and played piano.  It 
was a wonderful night. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that he was very impressed 
by the performance. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo continued that on Sunday there was an Opera at 
the Union Presbyterian Church with songs from all of the different Operas.   
She noted that tonight was a good meeting and she thanked everyone for 
coming. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that she is praying that George Garrison and 
his crew get a break and thanked them for doing a great job.  She told 
everyone to be the change that they wish to see in Newburgh. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello thanked our police department and all of the 
agencies that took part in the drug bust.  That persistence is so important 
because you have to keep on it to make sure that you keep it under control. 
Other things like the Land Bank and such would become insignificant if we 
can’t control  the streets so kudos to the police department and all of the other 
agencies. 
 
 Councilman Dillard thanked George for a great job with the snow 
removal and he also thanked the Police Chief because he said that he knew 
they could do it.  He hopes that they continue the good work.  
 
 Mayor Valentine said that even though he is a proponent of an auction 
that is being held he is also a huge advocate for what PACE is trying to do.  
Anyone who knows him knows that he always tries to get people to come here 
to buy a home or open a business here and to not be negative about coming 
here.  We are a tough, tough city and we have a tremendous amount of 
problems but we have a combination of people and anchors in this city that 
can overcome any of the difficult times that we have had so it is a balance.  Just 
because he has a passion for an auction because of the economic side of it does 
not mean that he does not have a passion for everyone to buy a home.  When 
he first got on the City Council, they made changes to the Heights. They 
changed an area that had basically multi-family units in houses that were 
meant for one family and when they made those changes they were highly 
criticized.  When they went from and R-4 to an R-1 Zone they were 



  

tremendously criticized but because they did it they changed the complexion 
of the Heights and they brought homeowners back in and they took away the 
overdevelopment that the Heights was never supposed to have.  This still has 
to be a city where homeownership grows in numbers and it is going to take a 
lot of work. He thanked everyone for coming. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the Council enter Executive Session to discuss potential litigation. 
 All in favor, the Council entered Executive Session. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council, the 
meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
        LORENE VITEK 
        CITY CLERK 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


