
 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newburgh was 
held on Monday, January 11, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers, City 
Hall, 83 Broadway, Newburgh, NY 12550 
 
 
 The Prayer was led by Mayor Valentine and the Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Councilwoman Bell. 
 
 
 Present:  Mayor Valentine, presiding; Councilwoman Angelo, 
Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman Bello, Councilman Dillard–5 
  
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilman Dillard seconded that 
the minutes of the regular meeting of December 14, 2009 be approved. 
 Ayes–Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine–5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the Notices of Claim, Notice of Pendency with Summons & Complaint and 
Summons & Verified Complaint be referred to Corporation Counsel with 
power to act. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 A City of Newburgh resident wished to thank the Police and Fire 
Departments for rescuing her dog from the ice on the Hudson River earlier 
today.  When she called 911 the Police Department came immediately with 
great concern and effort to rescue her dog by putting logs out into the water.  
She understands that there are far more pressing issues happening here but 
she wanted everyone to know how much this means to her household. 
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that it was Lt. Peter Leach who went out on to 
the logs to rescue the dog. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARING  
 
 Mayor Valentine called for a public hearing that was advertised for this 
meeting to receive comment concerning a local law to amend Chapter 163 
entitled “Fees” of the Code of the City of Newburgh. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek explained that when working on 
the 2010 Budget one of the key components that we needed to work on was 
revenue.  Information was obtained on increasing fees and is part of the 2010 
Budget so to make these fees become law they need approval of the law 
amending Chapter 163.  All of this information is available on the website and 
he noted that we are not the only ones doing this.  Even in the New York State 
Budget there are proposed fee increases. The total estimate of proposed 
additional revenues comes to $132,550.00.   
 
 Councilman Dillard asked if the Water Superintendent, John Platt, 
could explain the fee increases in water rates. 
 
 John Platt, Water Superintendent said that the water rates have not been 
raised in ten years.  The last time they were raised was in 2000 because the 
sewer department was in deficit and by raising the water rates it raised 
revenues for the sewer department.  For many years those funds have had 
surpluses but you have also had contractual expenses for labor, chemical costs, 
electric, etc.  Rather than put the whole increase into just water rates he 
proposed they do something similar to what the sewer fund has; a sewer rate 
which is 100% of what the water is and also a sewer facility charge.  This is a 
separate charge that pays for just the capital debt of the sewer department so 
the operating costs are paid for out of the sewer rates and the capital out of the 
sewer facility charge.  By doing that we broke it down to where the water rate 
will create about an extra million dollars of revenue to offset our operating 
costs and at the same time we created the proposed water facility charge which 
will also raise an additional million dollars of additional revenue.  Right now 
the principal and interest payment on our capital debt that we have is about 
$800,000.00.  If we raise one million dollars from a water facility charge then 
we will have the $800,000.00 to pay for that debt and an extra $200,000.00 which 
will be put into a capital reserve so that we can start to save money again 
because right now it is depleted.  The water rate will affect everyone but the 
water facility charge, just like the sewer facility charge, will affect all of the 
big properties in the city like the Colleges, the Hospital and the Schools which 
are all tax exempt.  Even though they don’t pay taxes because of their 
assessments they will probably pay the highest for the water facility charges.  
This was an attempt to spread the cost more fairly among some of those that 
don’t necessarily pay taxes.   
 



 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek added that the Budget was 
approved with a certain amount of water expenditures and water revenues.  
We need this rate increase in order to meet the expenditures that are included 
in the City Budget.  
 
 John Platt, Water Superintendent noted that the revenues that will be 
raised will fund the water and sewer department wholly and will replenish its 
fund balance. 
 
 Denise Ribble, 170 Montgomery Street, said that in the Town of 
Newburgh they left the rate for the first 1,000 gallons and then raised it by 5% 
for each 1,000 gallons thereafter.  She was informed that this had been looked 
at for the City of Newburgh but she didn’t see it in any of the presentations.  
Our poor taxpayers who are now paying more taxes are also going to have 
substantial increases in their water bills.  It is $15.00 for water and another 
$15.00 for sewer so the actual fee will be $30.00 for one, two and three-families.  
For a bigger property they will have the water facility charge and she agrees 
with Mr. Platt that the big users who don’t pay taxes will be paying hopefully 
a lot more.  Her only concern is that we seem to have a tendency to have 
assessed values and some of these get assessed down by our Assessor and we 
should not be doing that.  She added that she thinks that Councilwoman Bell’s 
suggestion about postponing this increase to allow people the time to absorb 
what they will have to deal with to pay these increases is relevant.  She thinks 
that an excellent job was done with Section 163-6 on planning, zoning and 
building fees and suggested that they add to the ARC a pre-review or 
consulting fee and also a fee for the consistency review which takes a lot of 
time.  Under the swimming pool, it states that children under the age of 18 are 
free and she feels that there should be a fee. Maybe children under the age of 6 
could be free.  There is docking at the Newburgh Landing but there is no 
reference to the other dock which needs to be addressed.  On page 27, Under 
Law Department, it reads that the preparation and review of documents in 
connection with the purchase of real property from the City is $200.00 per tax 
lot but she is wondering if that should be determined by the size or assessed 
value of the property.  Also, item number two in that same section talks about 
charges for the services of the law department but it is left completely up in 
the air.  We see that we are charging $40.00 per hour for the GIS Analyst and 
she thinks that our Law Department’s time is worth at least that if not more.  
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that the start date for the water and sewer 
increases would not take effect until April. 
 
 Michael Gabor, 400 Grand Street wonders how many of the staff who 
came up with these fees will be affected by them. He thinks that we should be 
trying to encourage investments in business and homeownership and this is 



not the way to do it. We have a lot of empty buildings and we need more 
economic development.  We are now increasing fees and not doing any 
economic development to attract people to come here.  As far as the water is 
concerned, he thinks that it is a great idea but that we should be encouraging 
water conservation. The minimum should be lowered so that people will be 
encouraged to use less water.  He knows people who are using way less than 
the minimum and this should be addressed.  
 
 Brigidanne Flynn, Norton Street said that 163-2B7 copy fee should 
stipulate per page.  Under 163-2E she asked when out in the field how does 
someone know which signs have obtained permits?  Same section under (G) 
dumpster permit she feels conflicts with 163-12E and doesn’t seem to be 
consistent.  As for Swimming Pool Permits, she feels that if someone can 
afford to put in a swimming pool then they can afford to pay a higher fee.  
Section 163-3F, Use of Fire Hydrants, she asked if they are charged for the 
amount of water that is used?  Section 163-5, fee for electricians and plumbers, 
she questioned why there is a difference in the fee.  As for Garage Sale 
Permits, in the spring and summer you see garage sales every weekend all 
through the City.  Are these people getting permits?  How do we know?  There 
has to be a way to enforce these things.  Section 163-10A1 is a change in the 
alarm fee but doesn’t state if it is for residential or commercial. It is now going 
from a $25.00 one time fee to a $50.00 annual fee?  It also notes this is for the 
Police Department false alarms but should maybe also include Fire 
Department.    There is a section under the ARC, Section 163-16 and she would 
like to see a similar section added to 163-6C5 for the COA once it has started.  
As for the water fees, she would like to mimic Mr. Gabor’s comments.  She is a 
single family household and she uses less than the minimum and would like 
to be charged accordingly.  She would love to see the fee go to a per use basis 
which would be much more affordable.  (comments submitted and read are 
attached) 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 Maryann Prokosch, Galloway Avenue said that the water increase will 
be about a $37.00 increase on a minimum bill.  Many people here are on fixed 
incomes and are not rich people so this will be a big increase for them.  She 
agrees that people should be encouraged to conserve water.  In regard to the 
swimming pool, we should charge something even it’s just a quarter or fifty 
cents.  As for the charges for the athletic fields, she noted that we have the City 
of Newburgh Little League and Pop Warner who provide recreational 
activities to City residents and she hopes that those groups don’t have to pay 
for these fields.   
 
 Hhans Sandiford, 207 N. Miller Street said that he doesn’t know who 
put this together but it is clear that they don’t live in the City of Newburgh.  
He understands that they have to get the money from someplace but this needs 
to be thought about more because you can’t get blood out of a stone and this is 
thirty pages of fees. 
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that these are not new fees, these are existing 
fees. 
 
 Mr. Sandiford continued by saying that we will spend more on 
enforcement.  Currently you don’t even know if you have a building violation 
until you receive an invitation to go to Court.  As for the $25.00 dumpster fee, 
he feels that most people use trucks instead.  The violation fee is going from 
$20.00 to $100.00.  Like someone commented earlier nothing is being done to 
encourage people here to pay taxes.  In regard to the laundry and sewage 
disposal, he feels that this is toxic waste and how can we charge a fee for that?  
He noted that there are some resolutions tonight regarding the Water 
Department and asked if the water department fee increases would cover the 
whole system or just the facility. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that he thinks what Mr. Sandiford is asking is if 
the money we would be raising now would cover the debt now. 
 
 John Platt, Water Superintendent answered “yes”.  The other 
resolutions will be rescinding some old capital programs that are no longer in 
use but are still on the books.  We have a capital reserve fund right now and 
current expenses that we will be charging to that fund.  Everything that we are 
talking about now as far as all of these fees will cover the debt now and in the 
future.   
 
 Charlotte Mountain, Dubois Street said that Page 2 notes trailers and 
asked what happens when there is a large construction project and the trailer 
is there for more than thirty days. She noted that there is a place of assembly 
category buildings, annual inspections for $150.00 and asked if that will 



include Churches and tax exempt properties.  She asked if the laundry and 
sewage disposal fees were new.   
 
 Acting Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson noted that it is not a new 
fee if it is not underlined or in brackets. 
 
 Ms. Mountain continued that under taxis and vehicles for hire she 
assumes that one should read taxi driver’s license per year.  Will the failing to 
apply for a building permit be retroactive or will this only be for new work 
now and moving forward?  50% of the building permit fee as the fine for that 
should probably be higher for a greater deterrent.  As for the swimming pool, 
does a free child mean free from anywhere?  She thinks that children in the 
City of Newburgh who want to use the pool should show proof of residency 
and get a little ID card to carry with them at a charge of maybe $5.00 for the 
year.  Then they could swim for free and if kids come from outside of the City 
then they should be charged $2.00 or $3.00.   
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that they are in agreement 
with Ms. Mountain on that and they are taking a look at it as well as all of the 
recreation fees. 
 
 Ms. Mountain added that it is only $25.00 more to have a night game 
than a day game and asked if $25.00 would cover the cost of lighting the field. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that he doesn’t know the 
answer to that but he would guess probably not. 
 
 Ms. Mountain ended by saying that there is a handicapped parking fee 
for $25.00 and typically handicapped people have the least earnings capacity so 
it would be very unfair to start charging them. 
 
 Mayor Valentine responded that it is not a fee to park.  It is a fee for a 
handicapped parking space. 
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, the public hearing was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE AGENDA 
 
 

 Michael Gabor, Grand Street questioned resolution #14-2010 for 
professional services.  What are the fees going to be?  Was a bid put out?  In 
regard to resolution #1-2010, do we really need a Department of Homeland 
Security building here to see the problems we have with drugs and everything 
else? What do we need this for?  We should be looking at the drug 
enforcement agencies taking back the buildings where drug dealings are going 
on.  What does this have to do with us? 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek responded that Mr. Hadley will 
be paid at a rate of $70.00 per hour.  We need a City Comptroller and we have 
received a number of resume’s.  We are probably looking at a minimum of 
sixty days before we are able to get someone on board here.  We have a critical 
financial situation on our hands with a 2008 Audit underway and a Fiscal 
Advisory Board that we need to get going on and we still have a financial 
problem in the 2010 Budget.  Mr. Hadley is very well qualified with excellent 
credentials and he comes to us on the recommendation of Mr. Genito.  He feels 
that $70.00 per hour is a bargain to get someone with these qualifications.  As 
for the Emergency Operations Center, we are not going to get a million dollars.  
We are hoping to get some funding so that we can construct an Emergency 
Operations Center in one of our existing buildings.  Every municipality should 
have some type of Emergency Operations Center in the event of a major 
problem.  We are taking a look at the Armory and if we are able to acquire that 
building some of these funds could be used for the renovations for an 
Emergency Operations Center in that building or some other building.   
 
 Brigidanne Flynn, Norton Street said in regard to resolution #1-2010 
that a lot of these grants that we apply for have some kind of a financial match 
and given the tough economic times that we are in she thinks that we need to 
take a serious look at this.  Do we have a 25% match if we were to get this?  
There is no use in applying for something that we know we aren’t going to be 
able to match and she asked the Council to please keep that in mind.  She is 
sure that the police and fire desperately need this but we need to think about 
the match part too because that is where we will get into trouble. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that it is his understanding 
that there is no match. 
 
 Fire Chief, Michael Vatter noted that there is a 25% match but it can be 
in-kind services or property it doesn’t have to be in cash.  We won’t get a 
million dollars and we will be lucky if we even get $250,000.00 but this was an 
opportunity that we had to explore. 



 Hhans Sandiford, 207 N. Miller Street said that resolution #6-2010 and 
7-2010 refer to water and sewer funds and asked if that means we will be going 
into those funds and taking this money out and we can assume that everything 
that they were funded for is done.   
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that these are capital expenditures. 
 
 Mr. Sandiford asked if this means that our infrastructure has been 
replaced.   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that these are two capital projects that we have 
done but there are many more. 
 
 Michelle Kelson, Acting Corporation Counsel said that we have too 
many accounts on the books that do the same thing so all we are doing here is 
simplifying the accounts. One account for water and one account for sewer 
which will simplify the accounting in the Comptroller’s Office. 
 
 Mr. Sandiford asked in regard to resolution #8-2010 if we have an 
independent audit saying that the work was done because we have a track 
record of not getting what we pay for.  
 
 John Platt, Water Superintendent said that this is a project that was put 
out for bid last year that is being done by Royal Contracting and we have an 
engineering firm overseeing the project.  We approved the bid for the dam 
repairs and as the contractor submits a bill it goes through the engineering 
firm to be verified.  It is also verified by our in-house engineer. He looks to see 
that it is all proper and then we authorize that it be paid. 
 
 Denise Ribble, 170 Montgomery St. said in regard to resolution #14-2010 
that she agrees that $70.00 per hour is a pretty good bargain but she asked the 
Council to look at for how long are we going to contract for these services.  If 
we can have an estimate of how long it is going to take us to hire a 
Comptroller by using a bid process, then we should be able to say for about 
three months.  Mr. Genito, although he charged a higher rate, gave us some pro 
bono work.  Newburgh has a long history of consultants.  Two have put in 
bills for more hours than they worked and their work is not being checked to 
be sure that they have done the work that they are billing us for and getting 
paid for.  They also don’t provide copies of records of their work which are 
City property once we pay them. With this consultant arrangement and any 
future consultant arrangements, is there going to be some standard set where 
above a certain amount of hours or time we would need to look at this again?  
She encouraged the Council to be supportive of procuring the Armory site.  
We have so few places where we can actually obtain land and it is so 



important.  We have the potential to get that property and we also have the city 
owned property and IDA property on Pierces Road.  These lands are critical 
for us. 
 
 Charlotte Mountain, Dubois Street said in regard to resolution #17-2009 
that she attended the Auction and there were several developers trying to buy 
property that had the owner occupancy restriction on them.  One developer got 
caught after he successfully bid on two properties that had this restriction and 
then those properties went back into the stockpile.  In this particular case, this 
is another developer who purchased a property that had the owner occupancy 
restriction on it at the Auction but didn’t get caught until later.  She feels that 
the Council should tell this particular developer that he cannot have this 
property with that restriction either.  The way the Auction was run was good 
but nothing was in place to help identify those who were attempting to 
purchase property as owner occupants or if they were developers.  Because 
others were told that they had to give their properties back she doesn’t think 
that it would be fair to let this one get away with it and could possibly open 
up litigation from the other contractors.  She hopes that in all fairness to 
everyone that the Council does not allow this particular sale to go through.   
 
 Michelle Kelson, Acting Corporation Counsel responded that the owner 
occupancy provision requires the purchaser to reside in the property for five 
years and within that time they can convey to another who shall live there for 
the five years.  There was a modification made to the terms of sale that does 
give that purchaser a little more flexibility than previously granted.  
 
 There being no further comments, this portion of the meeting was 
closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 CITY MANAGER 
 
 
 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that now is the time to invest 
in Newburgh.  We are searching for a Comptroller and a Corporation Counsel.  
The 2008 Audit is underway and we hope to follow that up with the 2009 
Audit.  With respect to the City Engineer there is now capital financing in 
place which is a good thing.  We recently opened six bid proposals for 
Robinson Avenue ranging from $9,616,616.00 to $11,596,998 and the apparent 
low bidder is Argenio Brothers.  We are continuing with the Brownfield sites 
and Colden Street is almost ready for development.  There is a lot going on in 
the Youth Bureau and they are working on plans to bring revenue into the 
City.   
 
 Councilman Dillard asked if we have already signed a contract with 
Argenio Brother because we need language in that contract that a certain 
percentage of City residents are to be hired for that project.   
 
 Mayor Valentine agreed with Councilman Dillard and said that Argenio 
Brothers is a local company that is based here in Newburgh.  This is a two year 
project and we need to make sure that our voice is heard.   
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek continued by noting that the 
number of police calls in the November police report breaks down to an 
average of 97 calls per day or 32 calls per eight hour shift showing how busy 
our police department has been. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION NO.: 1 - 2010 

 
OF 

 
JANUARY 11, 2010 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER  
TO APPLY FOR AND TO ACCEPT IF AWARDED  

A GRANT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER 
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,000,000.00 

WITH A 25 PERCENT CASH, IN-KIND SERVICES OR PROPERTY MATCH 
 
 

 WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security and Federal 
Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) has offered grant funding for 
the construction or renovation of an Emergency Operations Center (“EOC”) in an 
amount not to exceed $1,000,000.00 and requires a 25 percent cash, in-kind 
services, or property match; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the facility would be constructed at the Public Safety Building 
and would provide the space and infrastructure to combine the fire and police 
communications facilities and to provide appropriate work space for the City’s 
command and general staff in the event of an emergency; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that applying for and accepting 
such grant is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York That the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
apply for and accept if awarded a grant from the Department of Homeland 
Security and Federal Emergency Management Administration for the 
construction of an Emergency Operations Center for an amount not to exceed 
$1,000,000.00 with a 25 percent cash, in-kind services or property match. 

 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION NO.: 2 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO AN INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE COUNTY OF ORANGE AND THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
TO ESTABLISH AN AUTOMATIC VEHICLE LOCATOR  

DISPATCHING SYSTEM (“ALV”) FOR ORANGE COUNTY  
 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Orange is collaborating with all of the County’s 
police agencies to establish an Automatic Vehicle Locator Dispatching System 
(“ALV”) for Orange County and the County Executive and Legislature has 
secured over $600,000.00 through capital projects and grants to establish such 
system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has the opportunity to join with the 
County of Orange and other local law enforcement agencies in establishing a 
system to improve police response and safety in New York State and across the 
County by allowing on-duty police vehicle locations to be viewed on a Computer 
Aided Dispatching (“CAD”) map, and local police agencies that use the CAD 
dispatching system will be able to manage and view police patrol units; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all costs associated with this project, including the installation 
of equipment in police vehicles as identified in the project, software, hardware 
maintenance, and connectivity charges are included in this project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County’s goal is to deliver the fastest level of police 
service in life-threatening incidents as they are reported by ensuring the closest 
available police unit with jurisdiction is dispatched to priority calls for service 
occurring in Orange County, resulting in enhanced officer safety; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that the City’s participation in 
such program is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh and will enhance 
law enforcement in the City of Newburgh and in surrounding local 
municipalities, in cooperation with the County of Orange and other law 
enforcement agencies; 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
enter into annexed inter-municipal agreement between the County of Orange 
and the City of Newburgh in connection with the establishment of an Automatic 
Vehicle Dispatching System (“ALV”) for Orange County. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 













RESOLUTION # 3 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING 
DEPOSITORY BANKS 

 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York, 
that the following banks be and are hereby designated as depositories for City 
funds; 
 
 

Bank of America  
Citizens Bank 

Key Bank of New York, N.A. 
JP Morgan Chase 

M & T Bank 
Orange County Trust Company 

Provident Bank 
TD Bank 

 
 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately. 
 
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 4 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION  
FROM ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH 

IN THE AMOUNT OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
TO OFFSET THE COST OF POLICE OVERTIME  

FOR THE “OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE PROCESSION” 
 
 

WHEREAS, St. Patrick’s Church has offered to donate Five Hundred 
($500.00) Dollars to the City of Newburgh Police Department to offset the cost for 
police overtime for the “Our Lady of Guadalupe Procession;” and 

 
WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interests of the 

City of Newburgh to accept such donation; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the 

City of Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby 
authorized to accept the donation from St. Patrick’s Church in the amount of Five 
Hundred ($500.00) Dollars to offset the cost of police overtime for “Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Procession.” 
 

 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 5 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING 
RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE 

FOR THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
FOR THE YEAR 2010 

 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Newburgh, New York 
adopts for use during the year 2010 the Rules of Conduct and Procedure: By 
Laws, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect 
immediately. 
 
 
 Councilwoman Bello asked for clarification.  When people give their 
public comments and they state their name, some people have mentioned to 
her that they shouldn’t have to give their street address.   Can it be changed so 
that people can state their name and whether or not they are a City resident? 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that that would be fine.  It is just a way of 
determining if a comment is coming from a City resident or not.  We are not 
trying to pry so it is totally up to whatever the Council wants to do.  These are 
rules of order that haven’t changed for many years but he thinks it is 
important to note if the person speaking is a City resident or not.   
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek noted that the Work Sessions 
were to be changed to 6:00 p.m. 
 
 Mayor Valentine added that he would like it to be more specific with 
addresses when there is a public hearing because sometimes those comments 
are submitted to another agency.  In that particular case, the information goes 
to someone else with a different set of rules and they might require a little 
more information.  If it has to do with funding that we get from a Federal 
agency and they want to know and address or street, then he will make that 
announcement before the public hearing.  These are general rules which were 
put together many years ago.  The things that might change would be times 
and recording material.  Regarding the conduct of the people that speak, he 



tries to express that it is not a time to single out individual people or to be 
critical because it is a time to voice your opinion to us as an elected body.   
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















RESOLUTION NO.: 6 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION NO. 126-88 OF NOVEMBER 
14, 1988, RESOLUTION NO. 148-90 OF NOVEMBER 13, 1990 AND 

RESOLUTION NO. 150-90 OF NOVEMBER 13, 1990 WHICH ESTABLISHED 
A SEWER REPAIR RESERVE FUND AND SEPARATE CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT, EQUIPMENT AND REPAIR RESERVE FUNDS WITHIN 
THE SEWER FUND 

 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 125-88 of November 14, 1988, the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh, pursuant to Section 6-c of the General 
Municipal Law, established a Capital Reserve Fund in each of its Enterprise 
Funds (Water and Sewer) to finance to the cost of the construction, 
reconstruction, or acquisition of capital improvements or the acquisition of 
equipment needed to maintain the operations of the water system and the sewer 
system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 126-88 of November 14, 1988, pursuant to 
Section 6-D of the General Municipal Law, established a Sewer Repair Reserve 
Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 148-90 of November 13, 1990 amended 
Resolution No. 125-88 of November 13, 1988 to establish a separate reserve fund 
for capital improvements and a separate reserve fund for equipment within the 
Capital Reserve Fund within the Sewer Fund; and  
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 150-90 of November 13, 1990, the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh, pursuant to Section 6-d of the General 
Municipal Law, established a Repair Reserve Fund in the Sewer Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 126-88 of November 14, 1988, Resolution No. 
148-90 of November 13, 1990 and Resolution No. 149-90 of November 13, 1990, 
are redundant in that equipment may be purchased and repairs made with funds 
from the Capital Reserve Fund established by Resolution No. 125-88 of 
November 14, 1988. 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh hereby rescinds Resolution No. 126-88 of November 14, 1988, 
Resolution No. 148-90 and Resolution No. 150-90 of November 13, 1990. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 7 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION RESCINDING RESOLUTION NO. 126-88 OF NOVEMBER 
14, 1988, RESOLUTION NO. 148-90 OF NOVEMBER 13, 1990 AND 

RESOLUTION NO. 149-90 OF NOVEMBER 13, 1990 WHICH ESTABLISHED 
A WATER REPAIR RESERVE FUND AND SEPARATE CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT, EQUIPMENT AND REPAIR RESERVE FUNDS WITHIN 
THE WATER FUND 

 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 125-88 of November 14, 1988, the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh, pursuant to Section 6-c of the General 
Municipal Law, established a Capital Reserve Fund in each of its Enterprise 
Funds (Water and Sewer) to finance to the cost of the construction, 
reconstruction, or acquisition of capital improvements or the acquisition of 
equipment needed to maintain the operations of the water system and the sewer 
system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 126-88 of November 14, 1988, pursuant to 
Section 6-D of the General Municipal Law, established a Water Repair Reserve 
Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 148-90 of November 13, 1990 amended 
Resolution No. 125-88 of November 13, 1988 to establish a separate reserve fund 
for capital improvements and a separate reserve fund for equipment within the 
Capital Reserve Fund within the Water Fund; and  
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 149-90 of November 13, 1990, the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh, pursuant to Section 6-d of the General 
Municipal Law, established a Repair Reserve Fund in the Water Fund; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 126-88 of November 14, 1988, Resolution No. 
148-90 of November 13, 1990 and Resolution No. 149-90 of November 13, 1990, 
are redundant in that equipment may be purchased and repairs made with funds 
from the Capital Reserve Fund established by Resolution No. 125-88 of 
November 14, 1988. 
 



 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh hereby rescinds Resolution No. 126-88 of November 14, 1988, 
Resolution No. 148-90 and Resolution No. 149-90 of November 13, 1990. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 8 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF $742,635.50 
FROM THE CAPITAL RESERVE FUND IN THE WATER FUND TO PAY 
DOYLE CONTRACTING FOR WORK PERFORMED TO REPAIR THE 

BROWN’S POND DAM 
 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 125-88 of November 14, 1988, the City 
Council of the City of Newburgh, pursuant to Section 6-c of the General 
Municipal Law, established a Capital Reserve Fund in each of its Enterprise 
Funds (Water and Sewer) to finance to the cost of the construction, 
reconstruction, or acquisition of capital improvements or the acquisition of 
equipment needed to maintain the operations of the water system and the sewer 
system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, by Resolution No.: 90 - 2009 of June 15, 2009, the City Council 
of the City of Newburgh authorized the City Manager to enter into construction 
services agreement with Doyle Contracting, Inc. for construction services in 
connection with the rehabilitation of the Silver Stream Reservoir Dam; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Doyle Contracting, Inc. has performed construction work on 
the dam rehabilitation project and has requested payment in the amount of 
$742,635.50; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the construction work was performed satisfactorily and the 
cost of such work is an eligible for payment from the Water Capital Reserve 
Fund. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City 
of Newburgh hereby authorizes the payment of $742,635.50 from the Water 
Capital Reserve Fund to Doyle Contracting, Inc. for construction work 
performed in connection with the rehabilitation of the Silver Stream Reservoir 
Dam. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION NO.: 9 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF 
LITIGATION REGARDING THE IN REM TAX FORECLOSURE 

OF A 2005 TAX LIEN AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE RE-PURCHASE 
OF REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS  

482 FIRST STREET (SECTION 20, BLOCK 1, LOT 29) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
property Tax law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the former owners, by their attorney, served an Order to 
Show Cause on the City of Newburgh bearing Orange County Index No.: 2009-
10812, which caused the removal of 482 First Street (Section 20, Block 1, Lot 29) 
from the City’s October 1, 2009 property auction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, Jesus Garcia and Hermelinda Giron, the former owners of 482 
First Street, being more accurately described as Section 20, Block 1, Lot 29 on the 
official tax map of the City of Newburgh, have requested to re-purchase the 
property at private sale; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh has determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to allow the former 
owners to re-purchase this property, without the need for further litigation and 
subject to any liens, encumbrances or mortgages of record that existed against 
this property at the time the City of Newburgh took title in the tax foreclosure 
proceeding, provided that all taxes, interest and penalties owed are paid 
expeditiously; 
 
 
 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the property known as 482 First Street to 
Jesus Garcia and Hermelinda Giron be and hereby is confirmed and the City 
Manager is authorized and directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to 
said purchasers upon receipt of all past due tax liens, together with all interest 
and penalties accruing thereon, and all currently due taxes and charges are paid, 
in full, no later than January 15, 2010; 
 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 
  
  
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 10 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF 
LITIGATION REGARDING THE IN REM TAX FORECLOSURE 

OF A 2007 TAX LIEN AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE RE-PURCHASE 
OF REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS  

240 BROADWAY (SECTION 29, BLOCK 9, LOT 17.1) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
property Tax law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the former owner, by his attorney, served an Order to Show 
Cause on the City of Newburgh bearing Orange County Index No.: 2009-10922, 
which caused the removal of 240 Broadway (Section 29, Block 9, Lot 17.1) from 
the City’s October 1, 2009 property auction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, Charles T. Brown, III, the former owner of 240 Broadway, 
being more accurately described as Section 29, Block 9, Lot 17.1 on the official tax 
map of the City of Newburgh, has requested to re-purchase the property at 
private sale; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh has determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to allow the former 
owner to re-purchase this property, without the need for further litigation and 
subject to any liens, encumbrances or mortgages of record that existed against 
this property at the time the City of Newburgh took title in the tax foreclosure 
proceeding, provided that all taxes, interest and penalties owed are paid 
expeditiously; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the property known as 240 Broadway to 
Charles T. Brown, III be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is 
authorized and directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said 



purchaser upon receipt of all past due tax liens, together with all interest and 
penalties accruing thereon, and all currently due taxes and charges are paid, in 
full, no later than January 15, 2010; 

 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 
  
  Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 11 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SETTLEMENT OF 
LITIGATION REGARDING THE IN REM TAX FORECLOSURE 

OF A 2007 TAX LIEN AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE RE-PURCHASE 
OF REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS  

191 WEST STREET (SECTION 6, BLOCK 6, LOT 45) 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
property Tax law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the former owner, by his attorney, served an Order to Show 
Cause on the City of Newburgh bearing Orange County Index No.: 2009-10813, 
which caused the removal of 191 West Street (Section 6, Block 6, Lot 45) from the 
City’s October 1, 2009 property auction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, Daniel Benegas, the former owner of 191 West Street, being 
more accurately described as Section 6, Block 6, Lot 45 on the official tax map of 
the City of Newburgh, has requested to re-purchase the property at private sale; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newburgh has determined 
that it would be in the best interests of the City of Newburgh to allow the former 
owner to re-purchase this property, without the need for further litigation and 
subject to any liens, encumbrances or mortgages of record that existed against 
this property at the time the City of Newburgh took title in the tax foreclosure 
proceeding, provided that all taxes, interest and penalties owed are paid 
expeditiously; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the property known as 191 West Street to 
Daniel Benegas be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is authorized 
and directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said purchaser upon 



receipt of all past due tax liens, together with all interest and penalties accruing 
thereon, and all currently due taxes and charges are paid, in full, no later than 
January 15, 2010; 

 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 
  
  Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 12 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF VARIOUS INSURANCE  
POLICIES FOR THE PERIOD OF 

JANUARY 1, 2010 TO DECEMBER 31, 2010 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has solicited proposals for insurance 
coverage for the fiscal year 2010; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Arthur J. Gallagher & Company of New York, Inc., the City’s 
insurance broker, has recommended a package of insurance coverage for 
property, liability and workers’ compensation coverage, as set forth in the 
attached “City of Newburgh Risk Management Proposal for Fiscal Year 2010; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, such insurance coverage includes the retention of Gallagher 
Bassett Services, Inc., as the City’s third party administrator;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York hereby approves the insurance coverage for the term 
beginning January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010; all liability insurance to be 
provided by U.S. Specialty Insurance Company, and inland marine, property 
and boiler and machinery to be provided by Praetoruan Insurance Company, 
and with limits, self insured retention amounts and premium rates as set forth in 
the attached “City of Newburgh Risk Management Insurance Proposal, January 
1, 2010 to December 31, 2010;” and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 

New York, that the City Manager be and she is hereby authorized and directed 
to execute an agreement with Gallagher Bassett Services, Inc. to provide for 
third-party claims administration services for the period of January 1, 2010 to 
December 31, 2010.     

 
Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 

the resolution be adopted. 
Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 

Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
ADOPTED 

 
 

















RESOLUTION NO.: 13 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2010 BUDGET 
FOR THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, NEW YORK 

TO REFLECT A TOTAL OF FIFTEEN DETECTIVE POSITIONS  
IN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 

WHEREAS, the 2009 Budget for the City of Newburgh Police Department 
provided for fifteen detective positions; and 
 

WHEREAS, three detectives were to be eliminated through a tentative 
retirement incentive plan which was not implemented before the end of Fiscal 
Year 2009; and 
 

WHEREAS, Resolution No.: 208-2009 of December 14, 2009, provided for 
the reinstatement of the salaries and benefits for three detectives; and 
 

WHEREAS, such reinstatement requires the 2010 Budget to be amended 
to reflect the total of fifteen detective positions; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the 2010 Budget be and is hereby amended to provide 
for fifteen detective positions in the City of Newburgh Police Department as 
follows: 
 
Decrease  -  A 3120.0103  $11,768.00 
 
Increase  -  A 3120.0101  $11.768.00 
 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek explained that the Council was 
attempting to do whatever was possible to reduce the tax rate increase and to 
do that three Detective positions were eliminated in the 2010 Budget.  We had 
been told that there were three Detectives who were interested in retiring if 
the City adopted a retirement incentive program.  At that time we did not 
realize the process to do this would take approximately three to six months so  
we are looking at that and will be working on it in the near future but because 



we couldn’t do it in a timely manner we need to modify the Budget to put 
these individuals back in.   
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 14 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF NEWBURGH AND J. DWIGHT HADLEY, CPA FOR  

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES IN THE AREA  
OF GOVERNMENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 
 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh wishes to enter into the attached 
agreement with J. Dwight Hadley, CPA; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the agreement is for providing assistance in the area of 
governmental administrative and financial management in the form of 
consulting services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the rate for these services is $70.00 per hour with a minimum 
of twenty-four (24) hours per week; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that entering into this agreement 
is in the best interests of the City of Newburgh; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager be and he is hereby authorized to 
enter into the agreement with J. Dwight Hadley, CPA, in substantially the same 
form as annexed hereto with any other provision that Counsel may require, at a 
rate of $70.00 per hour for consulting services in the area of governmental 
administrative and financial management. 
 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that there was a question as to the time frame on 
where we are with the Comptroller search and there isn’t a time frame in this 
document.  There is a fee and a number of hours but not a time frame. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that she heard that the Comptroller search is 
being aggressively carried out and resume’s have been received so we should 
be able to estimate that the time period would be about two to three months?    
 



 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that he is hopeful that they 
will find someone by then. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell then suggested that perhaps the language should 
be for a maximum of a three month period at which time we could look at it 
again. 
 
 Acting Corporation Counsel, Michelle Kelson said that the document 
they are adopting can be modified. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell asked if Mr. Hadley is a retiree of New York State 
Retirement. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek responded with a “yes”. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello does not understand why at a very generous salary 
of $70.00 this City feels the need to pay for the gas, food and lodging estimated 
at about $300.00 per week when we are in such dire financial straits.  $70.00 is 
nothing to sneeze at.  It is a good hearty salary.  She cannot see being 
responsible to get these people to work because jobs are opportunities.  If they 
want the job then they should be able to buy their own lunch and get 
themselves to work.  This also says approximately $300.00 per week which is 
$1200.00 a month extra and it does not say “not to exceed”.  This is an open 
ended disaster in her opinion. 
 
 Councilman Dillard said that this gentleman has a long extensive record 
on handling finances.  He doesn’t think that this amount of money would be 
significant in terms of bringing someone on board to assist us in our needs. 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that we are paying him a hearty salary of 
$70.00 per hour.  Her objection is solely to paying gas, food and lodging.  She 
just doesn’t see how that can be justified when we are proposing heavy duty 
fee increases on the people.  We don’t have it like that obviously.   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that we are going through an audit process right 
now.  We have no one in the Comptroller’s Office who is a Comptroller.  We 
have incredibly talented people who are not Comptrollers in the Comptroller’s 
Office.  This is a sixty million dollar Budget and we are one year behind in our 
audit process.  We have an audit company that is here that needs to deal with a 
Comptroller on a daily basis until we find one.  If it was for twice the amount 
of money, he would agree with it tonight.  How do you have a city run without 
a Comptroller?  That is what we are doing.  We had Mike Genito here for a few 
months and what he was able to do in correcting what was upstairs in the way 
of where accounts should be and the whole capital financing that we are now 



doing came from one person.   He doesn’t know how you can estimate the 
savings over the lifetime of all of that borrowing and it was one decision that 
he made.  This is not a permanent thing.  We have a City Manager who is 
trying to get a full-time Comptroller here.  We need that probably more than 
we need anything else right now because it all has to do with finance.  At what 
particular point are you penny wise and dollar foolish?  This is sixty million 
dollars worth of financing and we are looking at $5,000.00 and saying lets not 
do this?  By tomorrow morning $5,000.00 could be wasted.  You have to think 
in the framework of the amount of money that goes through this building and 
we need someone at the helm to watch it. We get criticized when we don’t 
have someone watching it and we are getting criticized because we put 
someone there to watch it for $5,000.00 over three months.   
 
 Councilman Dillard said that this gentleman will be responsible for our 
checks and balances which we truly need here.  We have lost so much money 
because we don’t have a process in place and this person will put a process in 
place until we get a Comptroller. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that we are looking for a Comptroller with 
experience not an accountant.  We had a very good accounting firm help us in a 
transition time but they told us repeatedly that this is not the way that they 
normally do accounting because they are not municipal people.  They are 
accounts and CPA’s and it is different in the municipal field.  The whole way 
in which you right the picture and have the checks and balances is so 
important.  At the Work Session last Thursday night Mike Genito explained to 
them in one paragraph that the entire story of the 1.9 million dollars for 
Marina Ops that sat in limbo for a year was all exactly where it was supposed 
to be.  It was in different accounts but we didn’t have anyone upstairs that 
could literally tear it apart and find it.  Same thing with our water and our 
sewer. We had to go back and look at these reserve funds and literally find 
where this money was. It is a very complex system that also by the way is not 
the same one system. They are all run by different software and different 
computers so in order to get a clear picture of that you need municipal 
experience. This gentleman has been a Comptroller for the state of New York 
and we are only looking for someone to stay for one to three months to get us 
over that hump until we can find someone permanent.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell asked what type of background checks do we apply 
when we are looking for someone who will be responsible for the finances of 
our City. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that he discussed this with a 
number of people including Ken Bond as well as a variety of people in the 



finance field. This individual is well known in the State of New York.  In each 
and every case with a full time employee, we do reference checks.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that a reference check is not the same as a 
background check. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that he doesn’t know what 
the practice of the City has been in the past but he agrees that it would be a 
good idea. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo asked where he is coming from and will he be 
commuting back and forth. 
 
 Acting City Manager, Richard Herbek said that he will be commuting 
from a little north of Albany and it will take him a while to get here.  
Concerning the expenses he thinks that he could discuss that with Mr. Hadley 
and that they could be minimized.  
 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilman 
Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 4 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bello – 1 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















RESOLUTION NO.: 15 - 2010 
 

OF  
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A SETTLEMENT IN THE MATTER OF 
URBAN DESIGN ASSOCIATES, INC. V. CITY OF NEWBURGH IN AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $8,940.00 
 
 WHEREAS, Urban Design Associates, Inc. brought an action against the 
City of Newburgh seeking payment for services rendered; and  
 
 WHEREAS, an arbitration hearing was held to resolve the matter; and 
 
  WHERAS, the parties are desirous of entering into a settlement agreement 
for the amount of the arbitration award in exchange for a release to resolve all 
claims among them; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined it to be in the best interests of the 
City of Newburgh to settle the matter for the amount of the arbitration award. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the City’s attorneys are herby authorized to settle the 
claim of Urban Design Associates, Inc. for an amount not to exceed $8,940.00, 
and that City Manager be and he hereby is authorized to execute a written 
settlement agreement and general release, and any other documents as the City’s 
attorneys may require, to effectuate the settlement as herein described. 
 

 
 Councilwoman Bello moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Mayor Valentine – 4 
 Nays – Councilman Dillard – 1 
 ADOPTED 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.: 16 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO APPLY TO THE STATE OF NEW YORK OFFICE OF 

GENERAL SERVICES FOR TRANSFER AND CONVEYANCE 
OF A CERTAIN PARCEL OF STATE LAND KNOWN AS 

THE NEW YORK STATE ARMORY, 321 SOUTH WILLIAM STREET 
F/K/A 321-393 SOUTH WILLIAM STREET 

LOCATED IN THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK 
 

WHEREAS, the State of New York (“State”) is the owner of a parcel of 
property located at 321 South William Street f/k/a 321-393 South William Street, 
City of Newburgh, County of Orange, and more accurately known as Section 43, 
Block 1, Lot 13 on the official tax map of the City of Newburgh and consisting of 
approximately 12.10 acres, hereinafter referred to as the “Premises;” and 
 

WHEREAS, the State is authorized to convey its right, title and interest in 
the Premises to the City of Newburgh pursuant to Section 34 of the Public Lands 
Law for the purpose set forth in the statute; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City of Newburgh to apply for a transfer 
and conveyance of the Premises for the purposes of park and recreation; and 
 

WHEREAS, the consideration for the transfer and conveyance of the 
Premises as set forth in Section 34 is One ($1.00) Dollar; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York that the City Manager is hereby authorized to apply to the 
State of New York Office of General Services for the transfer and conveyance of 
the Premises for the purposes of park and recreation pursuant to Section 34 of 
the Public Lands Law; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized to 
execute all documents necessary to effectuate said use and transfer and 
conveyance of the Premises and that such documents shall be subject to the 
review thereof by the Corporation Counsel as to form and substance; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that title shall be transferred after such 
environmental reviews as may be required by the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act have been completed. 



    Councilwoman Bell said that we are talking about a building which is 
about 69,000 square feet and twelve acres. We have let go of all of our land and 
we have virtually nothing left so if we could get this it would be really 
incredible for us. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said that this is an authorization to apply for the 
transfer and conveyance.  There is a process that will take place over the next 
few months with negotiations.  There are some rather monumental conditions 
to this like the usage of the property, the private use of the property and 
conditions of whether it can be for municipal use or recreation.  They have 
already started looking at other communities that have done the same thing to 
find out what you can do once you acquire an Armory site.  You can’t put a 
Galleria up and you can’t just tear the building down so there are some 
limitations.  He thinks that what we could do and the overall vision of what 
that property could be is worth obviously looking at it over these next four or 
five months with the final decision being what we have to lobby for in order 
to get some uses that are not listed right now.  The State does not want it and if 
we don’t take it then it will be up to the State to decide what they want to do 
with it.  We do not lose or gain anything in taxes but there is a possibility that 
if some development could be done on the property over a period of time then 
it could be a taxable entity in the City but we don’t know that yet.  We can’t 
just go in there and start building because it doesn’t work that way.  He feels 
that this is worth pursuing and moving on to the next round.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that some of the things they talked about is 
consolidation of city departments and bringing everyone under one umbrella 
which would be a cost savings.  The other issue is that it could be great for a 
business incubator or a job development center.  She is hot on this green jobs 
concept and would like for Newburgh to be known as the Green Jobs 
Development Center of Orange County.   
 
 Mayor Valentine said that we can’t lose sight of the fact that it is 
adjacent to Delano-Hitch Park so anything having to do with recreation is in 
the same area.  There is a space in the back that was at one time used for riding 
horses in competitions that could be used as a soccer field.  
 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
  



RESOLUTION NO.:  17- 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
OF THE PUBLIC AUCTION AND TO CONFIRM THE SALE  

OF 406 GRAND STREET (SECTION 4, BLOCK 9, LOT 2)  
TO MOHAMMAD S. MAJEED FOR THE PURCHASE PRICE OF $21,500.00 

 
 

WHEREAS, this Council did, by Resolution Nos.: 107-2009 and 107(a)-
2009, respectively, of July 13, 2009, authorize the sale of several properties at 
public auction; and  
 

WHEREAS, said public auction was duly held on October 1, 2009; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Terms and Conditions of the Public Auction required that 

a closing of title take place on or before December 11, 2009; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is now necessary to amend the Terms and Conditions of the 

Auction to provide for additional time to close;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the Terms and Conditions of the Auction be and are 
hereby amended to allow a closing of title on or before February 12, 2010, that 
date being sixty (60) days from the original date of December 11, 2009; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sale of the following property to 

the indicated purchaser be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver a deed to said purchaser 
upon receipt of the indicated purchase price in cash, money order or bank check, 
made payable to THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, on or before February 12, 2010, 
subject to the annexed Terms and Conditions of the Auction; and 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following property was sold 
subject to the owner-occupancy provision set forth in paragraph number eleven 
(11) of the Terms of Sale and the deed thereto shall contain a restrictive covenant 
to effectuate such provision of the Terms of Sale. 
 

          
         Purchase 

Property S - B - L  Purchaser   Price   
 
406 Grand Street  4 – 9 – 2  Mohammad S. Majeed $21,500.00 
 
 Councilwoman Bell noted that this person has stated that they will 
adhere to the owner occupancy stipulation. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bello seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilwoman 
Bello, Councilman Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 5 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











RESOLUTION NO.:  18 - 2010 
 

OF 
 

JANUARY 11, 2010 
 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF 
REAL PROPERTY KNOWN AS 

154 WILLIAM STREET (SECTION 44, BLOCK 4, LOT 12) 
AT PRIVATE SALE TO HOUSE OF GOD 

FOR THE AMOUNT OF $14,030.59 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh has acquired title to several parcels of 
real property by foreclosure In Rem pursuant of Article 11 Title 3 of the Real 
Property Tax Law of the State of New York; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1166 of the Real Property Tax Law the 
City may sell properties acquired by foreclosure In Rem at private sale; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newburgh desires to sell 154 William Street, being 
more accurately described as Section 44, Block 4, Lot 12 on the official tax map of 
the City of Newburgh; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the prospective buyer has offered to purchase this property at 
private sale; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it would be in the best 
interests of the City of Newburgh to sell said property to the prospective buyer 
for the sum as outlined below; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of 
Newburgh, New York, that the sale of the following property to the indicated 
purchaser be and hereby is confirmed and the City Manager is authorized and 
directed to execute and deliver a quitclaim deed to said purchaser upon receipt 
of the indicated purchase price in cash, money order, good certified or bank 
check, made payable to THE CITY OF NEWBURGH, such sums are to be paid 
on or before March 12, 2010, being sixty (60) days from the date of this resolution; 
and 
 
Property address Section, Block, Lot      Purchaser           Purchase Price 
 
154 William Street 44 – 4 – 12   House of God   $14,030.59       



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Newburgh, 
New York, that the parcel is not required for public use. 
  
 
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that she doesn’t understand the logic in this. 
With our given financial situation, why when we had a choice between a tax 
paying business owner purchasing this or a non-profit we went with the non-
profit.  That is not to say that the purpose for which it is intended by the non-
profit is not a humane intent, which it is.  She feels that our primary focus 
should be to increase our tax base not diminish it.  
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that the taxes were just a few hundred dollars a 
year and the price that the House of God offered was about five times what the 
other offers were.   
 
 Councilwoman Bello said that if they are not paying taxes they can 
afford to offer more. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell added that we are talking about several thousand 
dollars difference in the price plus they will be using this building as a storage 
and distribution center for food, clothing and aid for people in that area which 
is necessary.  To her it just makes good business sense and morally it seems 
like the right thing to do. 
 
 Councilwoman Angelo moved and Councilwoman Bell seconded that 
the resolution be adopted. 
 Ayes – Councilwoman Angelo, Councilwoman Bell, Councilman 
Dillard, Mayor Valentine – 4 
 Nays – Councilwoman Bello - 1 
 ADOPTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
 
 Mayor Valentine noted that Resolution #201-2009 will continue to be 
tabled until the next Work Session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 
 

 Denise Ribble, City of Newburgh said that at the Work Session she was 
encouraged to hear mentioned that the CDBG Advisory Committee was going 
to be reconvened.  She feels that one of the first courses of business should be 
to look at how we can prevent tax foreclosures of our citizens and possibly use 
some of that CDBG money for that process.  In 2009 the foreclosure rate in the 
City of Newburgh was at 22% which is 1/5 of our population.  If we are going 
to raise taxes and fees, then that number is only going to go up unless we do 
something.  In the revenue generating discussions there were two suggestions 
made. One was to look at a fee structure for safety services and the other was 
to ask our legislatures to assist us in developing a payroll tax.  This would be 
better than strapping it all on our citizens, killing us and having us not be able 
to pay taxes. If you foreclose on these people, you won’t have the revenues that 
were put into the 2010 Budget.  She added that if we had a Human Resource 
Director we would know about the retirement incentive and background 
checks. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said in answer to the question about foreclosures that 
it was already presented as part of the CDBG and we will have a program in 
place this year. 
 
 Pastor Diaz, City of Newburgh said that they came here to help and 
support the City of Newburgh.  He thanked the City Council for approving the 
sale of the property at 154 William Street and said that they will utilize it to try 
to help the community. 
 
 Maryann Prokosch, Galloway Avenue suggested that when an address 
is needed that perhaps we should have a sign in sheet because people are 
conscious of this being on television.  In regard to garage sales, fees are great 
but who will enforce them?  She added that she spoke at a previous meeting 
about parking enforcement and snow removal.  We have had three snow 
storms and no tickets have been issued on her street and people continue to 
park on the wrong side of the street so the plows can’t get through.  She hasn’t 
seen the street sweeper in months yet people are still following the parking 
rules for street sweeping and tickets are being issued for that.  
 
 Timothy Hayzill, City of Newburgh told the Council that they are 
financially and morally obligated to the people of the City of Newburgh.  
They should put a cultural center on Lander Street to reduce crime and reduce 
police overtime.  If you work with the people in the community, things will 
get done and you will save money. 



 Myrtle Williams, Chambers Street said that they have asked for help 
before and they are now dodging bullets so they are begging for cameras to be 
placed on the streets.  There is gunfire every night and the cops don’t even 
come sometimes.  She asked when they are going to get some help down there 
because it is dangerous.   It has gotten so bad that she is afraid to stand by a 
window.  Her neighbor has bullet holes in her car and they come to that area 
because there are no cameras set up on Chambers and Gidney Avenue. 
 
 Michael Gabor, Grand Street, said that he had a trespasser on his 
property.  He called the police and followed the person and the next day it was 
in the paper that this person was shooting bullets.  He went to the police 
department because they wouldn’t respond and spent an hour waiting and 
was basically told that they wouldn’t pursue this any further.  He feels that 
they should have shown him more respect.  In regard to the garage sales, a 
problem that he sees is garbage being put out all day and on weekends and no 
one is issuing tickets. What good is it if there is no enforcement?  He hasn’t 
seen anything on the search continuing for a City Manager and he would like 
to know what is going on with that.  What are we doing about marketing the 
City and trying to get people to come here?  We have to attract them.  It is a 
very simple thing and he sees nothing being done. 
 
 Omari Shakur, City of Newburgh said that there was a shooting by his 
house recently too. A few weeks ago a child went missing and he spoke to the 
mother and the person in jail and has been told that it is an ongoing 
investigation.  He learned that the police didn’t start their search until forty-
eight hours after he went missing and the first forty-eight hours is the most 
critical time.  He feels that we have a police department that is here for 
correction not protection by putting kids in jail.  He added that we have about 
eighty Churches here in the City of Newburgh and when this child went 
missing he didn’t see the Clergy hold any vigils.  If they don’t have the person 
who did this then our kids are at risk.  They need more information. 
 
 Pam Krizek, on behalf of Trestle, Inc. thanked everyone who supported 
the Young Palettes Envision of the Hudson Art Panel Banners that now 
proudly hang on Colden Street looking over the Hudson.  These art panel 
banners will invite our residents and visitors from around the area to walk 
into our Garden of Art starting at the recently renovated Downing Vaux Park 
at lower Broadway and stroll down Colden Street overlooking the Hudson 
River as the backdrop.  We are hoping to see this Garden of Art blossom and 
bloom as Trestle, Inc. now offers the public an opportunity to sponsor 
children’s art in art panel banners this spring. They will also be holding a 
public dedication this spring and noted that not-for-profits are extremely 
valuable assets to their cities. 
   



 Police Chief, Eric Paolilli said in response to a comment made earlier 
that the ground search for the missing child began that same day.  The 
comment made that the search did not begin until forty-eight hours later is 
inaccurate.  There are aspects of this investigation that he is not at liberty to 
discuss which he knows is frustrating and he can only imagine what this 
mother is feeling.  In regard to the shots fired calls, they are aware of that.  In 
2009, the City of Newburgh had forty-seven confirmed shots fired calls and 
twenty of those happened in the last quarter of the year.  In the last ten days 
they have taken four guns off of the streets so they are addressing this issue.  
There is an impact team being reassigned to specific areas and they are 
working aggressively on that.  He added that in the last quarter of 2009 police 
officers were responsible for taking sixteen guns off the streets.   
 
 Brian Flannery, 5 Norton Street said that it is important for city official 
to hear your address because it helps them to understand the concerns 
throughout different neighborhoods in the City.  He finds it very hard to hear 
at the Work Sessions and he appreciates it when people speak right into the 
microphone which helps a lot.    
 
 Charlotte Mountain, Dubois Street said that she believes St. Luke’s 
Hospital is the largest employer in the City of Newburgh and they are also one 
of the few employers that do not offer free parking for their employees.  As a 
result, there are a lot of employees and visitors parking on Dubois Street.  We 
also have alternate side of the street parking five days a week for the street 
sweeper which means she has to move her car every day.  For snow removal 
the car has to be on one side of the street and for street sweeping it has to be 
on the other so we don’t have one system for parking.  She added that during 
the summer there was a community service project held in Downing Park and 
some parents weren’t comfortable driving into the neighborhood.  If we could 
change some of the zoning in the City so that we could maybe have some 
stores along the Park we could generate some revenue and it would be less 
scary. 
 
 Jenny Loeb, CDBG Committee member said that there are only three 
members still on this committee so she encouraged the City Council to expand 
it and make it more permanent.  One problem we have had in the past is that 
the residents didn’t have a say on how to spend the money.  The original idea 
to have half residents and half professionals would be good. CDBG is the only 
money that comes for low income residents and homelessness is a crisis.  She 
announced that Community Voices Heard is helping with the census and there 
is an effort for the residents of the community to help insure that we get a 
better census count.   
 
  



 Damon Finch, City of Newburgh congratulated Councilman Dillard and 
said that he would have liked to have seen him get sworn in.  He reminded 
him that they are watching and they are here to help and support him. 
 
 
 There being no one else wishing to comment, this portion of the 
meeting was closed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 

 Councilwoman Angelo said that the Palette Program is under Trestle, 
Inc. and out of three hundred entries sixteen were chosen and she thanked 
them because it is beautiful down there.  She added that Timothy Hayzill is 
having a Stop the Violence Movement Talent Show and Fundraiser on 
Saturday.  There will also be a round table discussion with many guest 
speakers.  They are still advertising for members for the Human Rights 
Commission, Civil Service Commission and Waterfront Advisory Committee 
as well as Board of Assessment Review, Planning, Police Community 
Relations Board, ARC and Human Advisory.  This is an opportunity to work 
for the community. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell echoed what Councilwoman Angelo said about 
Trestle, Inc. and said that they do great work.  At Christmas she was out of 
town and everywhere she looked while driving there were police officers 
giving out speeding tickets.  When she asked someone about it she was told 
that it was the only form of revenue generation that they had.  She said that 
down on Martin Luther King Blvd. there are people speeding through our City 
daily. We could provide a safer environment and generate some money so she 
asked Chief Paolilli if perhaps an officer could be stationed there during rush 
hour in the morning and evening.  
 
 Police Chief, Eric Paolilli noted that in New York State the money 
collected for tickets goes back to the State and not the municipality. 
 
 Councilwoman Bell said if one of our officers writes a ticket in our City 
we don’t get any of the money? 
 
 Michelle Kelson, Acting Corporation Counsel responded that under the 
New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law there is a revenue sharing provision 
and municipalities do not receive 100% share of the fine.   
 
 Councilwoman Bell said that a percentage is better than a goose egg.  In 
terms of the water fees, we still have people that owe $30,000.00 in back water 
bills.  She thinks that we should get with the County DSS to target a building 
and have them come in to help with some relocation strategies for the people 
that live there.  Then have John Platt shut that water off and have Codes put 
out a condemned sign and then the money will start rushing through the door 
because then you will have hit people where it really hurts. These people are 
only concerned about money so let’s make them feel it and then the word will 
get around to the others.  It is outrageous to owe $30,000.00 to $40,000.00 for 
water while the poor people are struggling to pay extra money on their taxes.  
She feels that this is a good thought and that they should work on it.  She 



added that she thought she heard someone mention putting a wine bar in the 
Shelter House and she thinks that would be lovely.  She thanked everyone for 
coming and her expression for 2010 is, “Be the change that you wish so see in 
the world”.   
 
 Councilwoman Bello thanked everyone for coming tonight. 
 
 Councilman Dillard said that for the year 2010 he has three priorities.  
One is fiscal stability of the City.  The second is safety and he noted that he 
saw on the news where officers here in Newburgh confiscated a forty-four 
magnum pistol that was in a baby carriage which shows how crime has 
escalated in this City.  He believes that the entire community needs to play a 
part in this fight against crime and he sees the police officers out on the streets 
performing their duties.  The third thing is that we cannot continue to let 
garbage pile up in this City.  He knows that DPW is short handed but there 
must be a way to channel some manpower to get this done and he will be 
looking into this also.  He told everyone that he swears to be committed to this 
City. 
 
 Mayor Valentine said in regard to the mention of guns on the streets 
that Orange County is currently in the middle of a three month buy back and 
the City of Newburgh is going to have our own special day for this on 
Saturday at the Activity Center from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  There will be 
law enforcement there from the Orange County Sherriff’s Department and our 
own police department to help in gathering guns.  When this was done in 2007 
in the City of Newburgh, we recovered twenty-five guns in a buy back.  The 
buy back is co-sponsored by Shoprite where if someone brings in a gun then 
they will receive a gift certificate. If we get just one gun off the street then this 
is a success and if we can get twenty-five then that is a huge success.  We are 
doing this with the help of Rev. Jesse Howard and also George Frazier of 
Hoops Express who has been instrumental in doing an outreach throughout 
the community to try to get some of our Clergy to be involved and getting the 
word out.  This will be going on through the end of February so if anyone 
knows anybody that wants to do this there will be no questions asked.  They 
just bring in the gun, hand it in, get their gift certificate and then leave.  Again, 
there is a no questions asked policy so we need to get the word out to get these 
guns off the streets.  He thanked everyone for coming and noted that they have 
a lot of work ahead of them this year.  He will be looking for the support and 
comments because they are important. 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council, the 
meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
       LORENE VITEK 
       CITY CLERK 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


