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Exam Title:Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator-Type A Plant 
Exam Number:64962 
Exam Date:20120915 
Series Name: Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator 
Scope Released by MSD on: 07/03/2012 
 
Approved Applicant Counts are due by 08/20/2012 
 
Use of calculators is ALLOWED 
 
Subjects of examination: A written test designed to evaluate knowledge, skills and /or abilities in the 
following areas: 
 
1. Administrative supervision 
 
These questions test for knowledge of the principles and practices involved in directing the activities of a 
large subordinate staff, including subordinate supervisors. Questions relate to the personal interactions 
between an upper level supervisor and his/her subordinate supervisors in the accomplishment of 
objectives. These questions cover such areas as assigning work to and coordinating the activities of 
several units, establishing and guiding staff development programs, evaluating the performance of 
subordinate supervisors, and maintaining relationships with other organizational sections. 
 
2. Operation and maintenance of pumps, valves, and related mechanical and electrical equipment 
 
These questions test for knowledge of the principles and procedures involved in the operation, 
maintenance, and repair of pumps, valves, and related mechanical and electrical equipment, including 
motors and electric circuitry; and for the ability to identify various types of pumps, valves, and related 
equipment and understand their functions. 
 
3. Physics, chemistry, and bacteriology as related to water treatment and purification, including laboratory 
and field tests 
 
These questions test for knowledge of the principles and practices of water treatment, purification, 
sampling, and testing, including such areas as the principles of physics, chemistry, and bacteriology 
involved; terminology associated with water treatment and testing; objectives and principles of various 
water treatment and testing procedures; measurement, sampling, and preservation of water samples; 
interpreting test results; and the effects of variables on water treatment processes. 
 
4. Practices and equipment used in the operation and maintenance of a Type A water treatment plant 
 
These questions test for knowledge of the principles and practices associated with the operation and 
maintenance of Type A water treatment plants, including such areas as objectives and purposes of plant 
processes and equipment; terminology associated with Type A water treatment plants; conditions and 



situations encountered in Type A water treatment plants, including safety concerns; water disinfection and 
dosing; and equipment and materials used in Type A water treatment plants. Some questions may 
involve basic arithmetic calculations. 
 
5. Pumping operations and related arithmetic computations 
 
These questions test for knowledge of pumping operations, including such areas as terminology and 
basic principles associated with pumps and pumping operations; instruments and equipment used in 
pumping operations, including various types of pumps and their components; troubleshooting pumping 
problems and developing solutions; pump and pumping station inspection and maintenance; and the 
ability to perform arithmetic calculations associated with pumping and hydraulic operations. 
 
The New York State Department of Civil Service has not prepared a test guide for this examination. 
However,candidates may find information in the publication "How to take a written test" helpful in 
preparing for this test. This publication is available on line at: www.cs.ny.gov/testing/localtestguides.cfm 

http://www.cs.ny.gov/testing/localtestguides.cfm

