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City of Newburgh and Newburgh Enlarged City School District Meet with
Community Leaders to Strategize about Recent Youth Violence

In the wake of Wednesday’s homicide in the City of Newburgh where a 17-year
old was stabbed, and the subsequent closure of the Newburgh Enlarged City School
District, City of Newburgh and School District officials met today with community-based
organizations and clergy.

The purpose of the meeting, facilitated by Reinaldo Rivera, Jr., Regional Director
of the U.S. Department of Justice Community Relations Service, was to mobilize key
community resources to address the current atmosphere of unrest in the City and to begin
the process of creating solutions to the persistent problems of youth violence.

Attending the meeting, in addition to County Executive Edward Diana, Dr.
Annette Saturnelli and key staff, were Mayor Nicholas Valentine and City Council
representatives, Acting City Manager Richard Herbek, Fr. Fernando Hernandez, Sr.
Helen, and Sr. Martha, St. Patrick’s Church, Bishop Pefa, Iglesia de Dios, and
representatives of community organizations including Centro Cultural, local soccer clubs,
Latinos Unidos, the City of Newburgh Youth Bureau, and City of Newburgh Police.

One of the issues discussed was the need to get accurate information to the public
and to dispel rumors, one of which was that there was a lockdown at Newburgh Free
Academy on Thursday. In order to address this in the future, meeting participants
selected a “Rumor Control Team” to access and disseminate correct information.
Members of the team include Fr. Fernando Hernandez, Lisette Martinez, and Amancio
Salazar. People seeking to verify information may also call the City of Newburgh Police
Department at 561-3131.

“During Thursday’s unrest at various schools, there was a good exchange of
information between the City of Newburgh Police, City officials and the School District,”
said Dr. Annette Saturnelli. “It worked well to determine what was actually happening.
The Police Department and the School District were cognizant of the potential for



problems early on, maintained an excellent level of communication, and responded
quickly to any issues.”

Over the long weekend, and during the services for the victim of the homicide,
Police Chief Eric Paolilli said extra police will be on hand to help address any safety
concerns that arise. The New York State Police and Orange County Sheriff’s Department
will be assisting with extra patrols, and County Executive Edward Diana pledged to
review what resources the County can commit to address the City’s current and long-term
issues.

The Superintendent of Schools has activated the county-wide Crisis Response
Team which is expected to begin work in the district early next week. Mark Wallace,
NECSD School Violence Prevention Coordinator will be reaching out to young people in
neighborhood settings. Meetings are also being planned by City and School officials to
more fully engage the Latino Community in accessing district and city resources, to
address a sense of isolation which some members of the group voiced.

Mayor Nicholas Valentine commented, “I am very thankful for the diverse group
which came together today and included important components of the community. I also
want to thank County Executive Eddie Diana for attending and for his constant support.

He added, “It is important for all of us to remember that with a tragedy of this
kind, no one wins, and we must all do everything we can to ensure that it never happens
again.”

Reinaldo Rivera stated, “We are urging calm, restraint, patience and tolerance
during this time of trouble and in the weeks to come. We encourage everyone to reach
out to their support systems, including clergy and community-based organizations, and to
utilize the resources and services of the City and the School District.”



