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Medical Examiner’s Report Indicates Human Remains Found 
At Courthouse Site Are From Old Cemetery
Community Advisory Committee to be Formed to Plan Next Steps
According to a forensic anthropologist’s report received from the Office of the Orange County Medical Examiner, the human remains found recently during construction for the new courthouse are likely “from a historic cemetery.”  Given this information, and based on historical records, the City believes they are from the site of an African-American cemetery once located in the vicinity of Route 9W and the former Broadway School.

Newspaper records from 1908 indicate that bones were found during the construction of Route 9W and later, the Broadway School, and that arrangements were made to re-inter those found during the road construction at Woodlawn Cemetery, and those found during the construction of Broadway School at the Alms House Cemetery. It is unknown at this time whether more remains will be found as the construction to convert the school into the new courthouse progresses. 
With this in mind, City Manager Jean-Ann McGrane has announced that an advisory committee will be formed to develop a plan for the respectful re-interment of any remains that are found and the commemoration of the site.  An initial meeting with community leaders, including clergy was held on March 26 to discuss the formation of this committee. 
One of the first steps the City Manager took after the remains were found was to meet with a representative from the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation (OPRHP). The City is in the process of identifying a consulting archeologist to be on-site as further excavations are done, and has also been exploring the possible use of Ground Penetrating Radar to help determine whether other graves exist.  In the meantime, work is continuing inside the building, and concrete was poured into previously placed forms for the exterior foundation and footings, with OPRHP approval. 
“We are committed to doing whatever we can to honor this site and those who were interred here, according to the wishes of the community, and, to creating a lasting memorial to commemorate the significance of this historic location,” said the City Manager. 
