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City of Newburgh Has Historic Preservation Officer
The City of Newburgh’s Historic District, the second-largest in New York State, encompasses more than 2,600 buildings. Now, the City has a part-time Historic Preservation Officer to help protect and enhance its architecturally significant neighborhoods. 
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Lynn Eberle brings more than 30 years of experience in the field of architectural and historical design to her new position. Her credentials include a Masters Degree in Environmental Design from Pratt Institute; a Bachelors of Fine Arts in Interior Design from the New York Institute of Technology, post-graduate studies at Cambridge University, England in Architectural History and Landscape Garden Design, and courses in American Decorative Arts at Yale. 
She has developed landscape designs around the world, and has been involved in the restoration of historic buildings around New York State, 
including Boscobel and the Bear Mountain Lodge and Inn.

A Long Island native, Lynn has lived in the Hudson Valley for the past two years with her husband, David, a retired physician.  Since starting her new job at the beginning of September she is now enjoying not only a shorter commute, but the chance to work amidst many architectural treasures.

“I studied and revered Downing all my life,” she commented. “I am also a great fan of Alexander Jackson Davis.” Now, her office is just across the street from one of Davis’ pre-eminent buildings, the Dutch Reformed Church.

Among her most important priorities now, Lynn said, is to be a liaison between the Architectural Review Commission (ARC) and the public. She assists property owners to navigate the processes involved in restoring or rehabilitating buildings in the Historic District, and to identify funding sources and affordable resources.

“I want to give the property owners a friendly reception and help them understand what is required of them and why,” she said. Educating the community about protecting and restoring the City’s architectural legacy is also an important goal for her. “What’s here needs to be cherished,” she concluded.
“Historic preservation is an essential component of our economic development and revitalization. As we move forward with our renaissance, we must not only attract new property owners, but help current residents and business owners maximize the potential of their buildings while preserving historical details.  Lynn brings valuable experience and enthusiasm to this important work, enhancing our goal to make historic preservation efforts doable effort for our residents,” said City Manager Jean-Ann McGrane.
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