LOCAL LAW NO.:  _______________ - 2011
OF

AUGUST 8, 2011
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING ARTICLE VIII OF THE CITY CHARTER

ENTITLED “FINANCIAL PROCEDURES” SECTION C8.89, “WATER AND SEWER BILLS; RELEVY OF UNPAID CHARGES WITH GENERAL CITY TAX” 

WITHIN THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NEWBURGH 
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Newburgh as follows:

SECTION 1 - TITLE

This Local Law shall be referred to as “A Local Law amending Article VIII of the City Charter entitled “Water and Sewer Bills; Relevy of Unpaid Charges with General City Tax” Section C8.89, within the Code of the City of Newburgh.

SECTION 2 - AMENDMENT

Article VIII, Section C8.89, “Water and Sewer Bills; Relevy of Unpaid Charges with General City Tax” shall be amended to read as follows:
A.
The Council shall establish, from time to time, the water rates to be paid by the consumers of water.  Such water charges shall be a lien upon the real property on which or in connection with which the water was used.    Bills for water charges shall be prepared and sent to each owner of real property on which or in connection with water used on a quarter annual basis commencing on October 1, 1996, and thereafter on each January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1, following in the same manner as water and sewer charges have heretofore been billed.  Water bills are due and payable without penalties by the last day of the month in which the water bill is issued.  Water bills that remain unpaid after 30 days will be subject to a penalty of 10% per quarter on the outstanding water bill account balance.
B.
Partial Payments.  Effective October 1, 2011, partial payments for water bills will be accepted by the City Collector.  Partial payments will be credited against the account of the property until all arrears and penalties have been fully paid.  All outstanding water bill account balances on October 1 of each year shall be added to the real estate taxes for the following year in accordance with the provisions of Section C8.85 and C8.89(C).
C. 
The City Collector, on or before the second Monday in October of each year, shall report all water and sewer charges that remain unpaid as of the first day of October in any year and shall file annually with the Council a statement containing a brief description of the property upon which or in connection with which the water was used, the name of the owner and the amount chargeable to each.  The Council shall then, no later than its regular meeting on the fourth Monday in November of each year, levy all amounts remaining unpaid on the date taxes are levied against the real property for which or in connection with which such water was provided.  All of the provisions of the laws of the State of New York and this charter covering the enforcement and collection of unpaid city taxes or assessments for special improvements not inconsistent herewith shall apply to the collection of such unpaid water charges.
 D.
Sewer rents shall continue to be calculated and imposed in accordance with Local Law No. 1-1970, as amended, and shall be billed, relevied and enforced at the same times and in the same manner as provided herein for water charges.
 E.
This section shall take effect on October 1, 1996 for all water and sewer bills rendered on October 1, 1996, or thereafter.  Acceptance of partial payments shall take effect for water and sewer bills rendered on October 1, 2011 or thereafter.
SECTION 3 - VALIDITY

The invalidity of any provision of this Local Law shall not affect the validity of any other provision of this Local Law that can be given effect without such invalid provision.

SECTION 4 - EFFECTIVE DATE

This Local Law shall take effect on October 1, 2011 after it is filed in the Office of the New York State Secretary of State in accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
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